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TO rA 


- Right Reverend Father in GOD, 


FRANCIS, 


Lord Biſhop of CHESTER. 


HE following Chronolo- 
cia Eſſay begs leave 
— co appear in the World, 
under the Protection of Your 
Lordſhip's Patronage : Your 
Lordſhip having been, more 
than once, a Generous Patron 
to its Author. 
The many Obligations I 
have receiv d are ſufficient Di- 
A 2 rections, 


DEDICATION. 


rections to whom it ſhould be 
Addreſs'd. But I am ſatisfied. 
that, laying aſide ſuch Motives, 
no Perſon's Approbation of ſo 
difficult an Undertaking would 
be more acceptable to the 
World, than that of One who 
is known to have excell'd in 
the Explanation of the great- 
eſt: Myſtery of Our Religion: 
and, I hope, an Attempt to reſ- 
cue an Infpird Writer from 
the Aſperſions caſt on him by 
Atheiſtical Perſons, upon the 
account of Obſcurity, will meet 
with a favourable Reception, 
from a Celebrated Oppoſer of 
all the Enemies of Reveal'd 
Religion. 
That your Lordſhip may 
long adorn the High Station 
You 


0 


4 3 


DEDICATION 


You are in, and continue to 
be, as You have always been, a 
Defender of the Church, a- 
gainſt all Her Adverſaries, is 
the ſincere Prayer of, 


9 

2 
by 
I 


My Lozo, 
Tour Lordſhip's 
moſt obliged, 


moſt obedient, 


and dutiful Servant, 


Peter Lancaſter: 
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PREFACE 


H E Deſign of the enſumg Trea- 
4 5 riſe is, to ſet in a clear Light, one 
SOA of the moſt remarkable Prophecies 
that God ever gave to the Jews, concerning 


the Redeemer of the World. 


Others mform us of his Birth, and the 
Place of it; as that he ſhould be the Seed of 
a Virgin, and that he ſhould be born in Beth- 
lehem: Orhers, of his Coming, as the Shi- 
loh foretold by Jacob, when the Fceptre 


Should depart „45 Judah : And others, of 


his Death; in declarmg, he ſhould make his 
Soul an Offering for Hin. But none, except 
this, acquauuts us with the Time of his 

pearance as the Meſhas ; when he was to en- 
ter upon his Miniſterial Office, and to make 


known. 


The PREFPAC E. 


known the Ways of God to Men. None but 
this informs us of the Tear, in which, by his 
Death, (not long to prevail over him) he was 
10 make Expiation for Iuiquity. 


As to this part of the Prophecy — The 
Jews indeed ſeem, in our Saviour's Time, to 
have been utter Strangers to it; as havin 
entertaind an Opinion, that the * Meſſas 
ſhould never die: But of the other part they 
could not poſſibly be ignorant. Aud there- 
fore, ſo ſoon as the Baptiſt began his Mini- 
ry, towards the Concluſion of the ſixty ninth 
Week, after which the Meſſias was to come, 
+ all Men were in Expectation, and muſed 
in therr Hearts concerning John, whether he 
was the Meſſias or not. Aud not long after 
the whole Sanhedrim, being themſelves as well 
as others in Suſpenſe, ſent ſome of their Body 
to demand of him who he was. Aud we find 
our Bleſſed Lord afterwards accuſing the 
Jews of Hypocriſy, in that they could make 
a true Judgment of the + Signs of the Wea- 


— 


—— — 


* John xii. 34. Luke iii. 15. 
+ Matth. xvi. 2,2. Luke xii. 54, fs, 56. 


ther : 


88— —— 


ther ; but not of thoſe mfallible Sons con- 
cerning him and the then preſent Times, 
which had been given them, exactly agreea- 
ble to the Predictious which they had lons 
before recerved from God himſelf. 


But though the Prophecy was ſo well un- 
derſtood by the Jews then, with reſpeF to the 
Time of the Meſſas's Appearance; yet ſince 
the Days of the peſts upon the account of 
the many chronological Difficulties, and for 
want of a due Regard and Attention to the 
Nature and Obſervation of Weeks among 
the Jews, as commanded them in their Lau; 
as likewiſe the Number and Nature of the 
Years of Jeruſalem's Deſolations which pre- 
ceded the ſeventy Weeks ; it has unfortunate- 
ly happend, that no part of Scripture has 
more perplexed the Heads of the Learned, 
than this. 


To give a full Account of all the varions 
Interpretations of this Prophecy which are to 
be met with, would require a large Volume; 
and but little perhaps tend to the Satisfattion 
of the Reader. 
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Only this ſhort may be muſily obſer- 


ved. 


Firſt, That neither thoſe who underſtand 
the Words in the Prophecy — from the go- 
ing forth of the Commandment for theRe- 
ſtoration and Rebuilding of Jeruſalem —— 
mm a literal, nor thoſe who take them in a 
figurative Seuſe, ſhew any Reaſon, which 
may grove Satisfaction in the two following 
Paruculars, As, 


1. Wi by was the T ime, which was allot- 
ted for the Events mention d, to conſiſt of 


a Number of Weeks, and not of ſingle Years? 
And, 


2. Hince the Time which was allotted 
for the Events mentton'd was to conſiſt of 
a Number of Weeks, and not of ſingle Years ; 
why was ſeventy to be the Number of the 
Weeks the ſaid Time was to conſiſt of, ra- 
ther than any other Number? 


And it may be obſerved, 


Secondly, 
3 
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Secondly, That all thoſe who underſtand 
the forementiomd Words in a literal Senſe, 
and ſo place the going forth of the Command- 
ment mention d in the firſt of Cyrus, eitber 
cut off ſeventy, erghty, or more Years, from 
the Time of the Perſian Monarchy, as af- 
fiend by Ptolemy's Canon; (which may be 
firmly rely d on, as being founded on Eclip- 
ſes,) or elſe make ſuch an Intercalation of 
Years, in the firſt ſeven of the ſeventy 
Weeks, as that it was impoſſible for — 
Jews 70 have known hy the Prophecy, as by 
them imerpreted, how many Tears there 
were to be, from the beginning of the firſt, 
zo the end of the laſt Week; and conſequent- 
by they could not know the Year in which 
the Meſſias was to come. And 


That all thoſe, who upon the account of 
theſe Difficulties, are forced to fly to a figu- 
rative Senſe of the foreſaid Words, and fo 
place the going forth of the Commandment 
for the Reſtoration of the Jews mention d by 
Daniel, zn the ſeventh or twentieth Year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, or in the ſeventh 

a 2 or 


The As rn. 


— ————— 


or twentieth Near of Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
or m the third or fourth Tear of Darius 
Nothus, (a great many Tears from that firſt 
Year of Darius the Son of Ahaſuerus, in 
which the Prophecy was given of the ſeven- 
ty Meels, have not advanced any thing 
which may tend towards a ſatisfattory Reſo- 
lution of the followimg Queries, viz. 


i. Why had the ſeventy Weeks their be- 


ginning, ſo many Tears after the Date of the 
Prophecy of them? And, 


2. Since the ſeventy Weeks had their be- 
inning ſo many Tears after the Date of the 
9 — of them, how could the Jews, who 
* were obliged by therr Law to a conflant 
Obſervation of Weeks, find out the Year of 
zhe Meſſias's Coming; when from the Date 
of the Prophecy of the ſaid Weeks, to the 
beginning of them, ſeveral Weeks might have 
paſsd; if the Words of the ſaid Prophecy 
are ſuch, and ſo limited, as not to be capa- 


* Levit. Iv. 8. 


ble 


* 
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Ble of being taken in any other than a. literal 


Senſe ? 


And that this Pro phecy muſt be mterpre- 
ted literally, will appear from the Words of 
the Angel to Daniel, when he was praying 
for the Reſtoration of the Jews, as beheving 


by Jeremiah's Pro Ry that the Time for it 


was near at hand, viz. —at the beginning 


of thy Supplications the Commandment 
came forth, [viz. the Decree or Order for 
the Releaſe of the Jews, which Daniel was 
praying for; | and then it immediately fol- 
lows, But know and underſtand, from the 
going forth of the Commandment, [the 
very ſame with that before mentiond, the 
W Ft in both Places being the ſame, | for the 
Reſtoration and Rebuilding of Jeruſalem, 
unto Meſſiab the Prince, ſhall be ſeven 
Weeks, and ſixty and two Weeks. Where- 
by not only a full Anſwer was groen to Da- 
niel's Prayer, but he was likewiſe exattly 
informed, how many Weeks there ſhould be, 


and no more, from that very Time to the 
Meſhas's Appearance. 


Taking 
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Taking therefore the foreſaid Words in 
their literal Senſe, I ſhall offer ſuch an Iu- 


terpretation of the ſeventy Weeks, as by 
which all the foreſaid Queries and Difficul- 


ties will be, as I concerve, ſatisfactorily re- 


fold; and by which it will evidently ap- 


pear, that the Jews for above four hundred 
and ſixty Years before our Savwur's Birth, 
could not poſſibly be ignorant of the exatt 


Time when the ſixty ninth Week ſhould end, 


and the ſeventieih begin. 


A charitable Concern for the Salvation of 


the Jews, and a juſt Indignation againſt ſuch 
Perſons of the Age, as are for loading ſo 
great a Prophet as Daniel was, and by our 
Saviour acknowledged to be, with opprobri- 
ons Titles, = the account of what they 
call a fiudyd Obſturity, were the Motroes 
which firſt gave Riſe to, and now occaſion 


. the Publication of, the following Eſjay. 


And may God grant that it may have its 
intended and deſired Effett : That God, who 
oftentimes ſhews his Strength in our Weak- 


neſs 
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— 


neſt, and, to confiund the Wiſdom of the 


Wiſe, that no Fleſh ſhould glory before him, 
makes uſe of ſuch Inſtruments in bringing a- 
bout Events, which, to all outward Appea- 
rance, ſeem altogether unequal to the effect- 


ing of them, 


CHAP, 


E RR ATA 


P. GE 29. line 2. for Medo-Perfian, read Mediſb, Perſian, It. 
p. 28. 1.2. and p. 55. 1.11. p. 30. 1.9. f. Fehotakim, r. Jehoia- 
chin. p. 46. 1. 10. f. Mile deep, r. Mile broad. p. 55. 1.16. fix d. 
_ p. 61. 1.9. from bottom, f. ſeventy, r. ſeven times. p.64. 

otes, 1. 4. mus primus, dele primus. p. 69. 1.4. from bottom, 
f. Day, r. Days. p. 108. I. 19. f. kuow, r. wo. p. 125. 1.12. 
F. too, r. to. 
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An Analyſis of the Ninth Chapter of the 
Book of Daniel; with a Paraphraſe and 
{Votes on ſome parts of the ſaid Chapter. 


HE Ninth Chapter of the Book of Daniel 
F conſiſts of the following Parts: 
I. The Time and Occaſion of Daniel's Prayer. 

V. I. In the firſt Tear of Darius, the Son of A- 
haſuerus, f, the Seed of the Medes, which 
was made King over the Realm of the Chal- 
dæans; | 

V. 2. In the firſt Tear of his Reign, I Daniel un- 
derſtood by Books the number of Tears, where- 
of the Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the 
Prophet, that he would accompliſh ſeventy 
Tears in the Deſolations of Jeruſalem. 

V. 3. And I ſet my Face unto the Lord God to 
ſeek [to entreat him concerning the Reſtora- 
tion of Jeruſalem] by Prayer and Supplica- 

tions, with Faſting, and Sackeloth and Aſhes. 

Part of V. 4. And J prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my Confeſſion. 


__—.. 


a The Darius here mention'd is call'd, by Newophoy, Cyaxares, 
the Son of Aſtyages, King of Media. And the firit Year of his 
Reign, here given, fell in with the firſt of Cyrus, mention'd by 
Ezra; Cyrus and Darius, upon the Conqueſt of Babylon, reign- 
ing, as will appear from the Scripture, and from Xexophon, in 
Conjuncion, over the Realm of the Chaldæans. 


B II. The 
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II. The Prayer which Danze} made from V 4. to 
v. 20. The Subſtance of which is a Confeſſion of 
the Sins of the Jeu, and earneſt Supplications 
for the ſpeedy Return of the Captivity, and 
Rebuilding of 7eru/alem. 

III. The Anſwer return'd to his Prayer, and the 
Time when. 

V. 20. And whiles I was ſpeaking and praying, 
and confeſſing my Sin, and the Sins of my 
People Iſrael, and preſenting my Supplications 
before the Lord my God, for the holy Moun- 
tain of my God. 

V. 21. Zea, whiles I was ſpeaking in Prayer, 
even the Man Gabriel, whom f had ſeen in 
the Viſion at the beginning, [vix. in the firſt 
Viſion, in the firſt Year of Be/hazzar, c. vii. 
compar'd with c. viii. V. I.] being cauſed to fly 
ſwiftly, touch'd me about the time of the 
Evening Oblation. 

V. 22. And he informed me, and talked with 
me, and ſaid, O Daniel, I am now come forth 
to give thee Skill and Underſtanding. 

V.24. At the beginning of thy Supplications the 
Commandment [the royal Edict or Order for 

the 


1 


d The Word AT is uſed Eſther i 12. for a Proclamation 
or Decree. The Expreſſion there is MMINACNT RY) Egre- 
diatur Edictum Regium: And the Expreſſion here is much the 
ſame, JA RS! Egreſſum eſt Ediftam, nempe Regium. For the 
Decree here mention'd is the ſame with that in V. 25. where it 
is ſaid VAT NIV from the going forth of the Decree for 


the Reſtoration and Rebuilding of Jeraſalem, there ſhall be unto 
Meſſiah the Prince 69 Weeks: Where the ſame Words being 


uſed, as in V. 23. plainly ſhew that the Decree in both places is 
one and the ſame. The 
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the Reſtoration of Feru/alem] came forth, 
and I am come to ſhew thee, for thou art 
greatly belou'd: Conſider therefore on the 
Decree [gone forth] and conſider on the Vi- 
ſion [or Prophecy I am now to reveal.] 

IV. The Prophecy of the ſeventy Weeks, and what 
upon their Accompliſhment ſhould befal the 
Jeuiſh Nation. 

V. 24. Seventy Weeks are determin'd upon thy 
People, and upon thy holy City, [ vig. for the 
following Purpoles:] | 

r. To finiſh [or put a ſtop to] the Tranſereſ* 
ſion, Ci. e. © tothe effects of the Tranſgreſſion 
committed by our firſt Parents; by reſtrain- 


The Decree therefore in V. 23. being the Decree for the Re- 
ſtoration and Nr of Feruſalem, it muſt be a Royal De- 
cree, becauſe to be iſſued oat by Cyrus King of Perſia: And 
there was no occaſion to mention this, becauſe God had long 
before foretold by his Prophet Iſaiab, c. xliv. V. 26, 27. that Cyrus 
ſhould be the Prince who ſhould releaſe the Jews from their Cap- 
tivity; who ſhould ſay to Jeruſalem, thou ſhalt be built; and to 
the Temple, thy Foundations ſhall be laid. And therefore the 
time for the Performance of this Deliverance being then at 
hand, Daniel, in expectation of it, made his Supplications to 
God for its ſpeedy Accompliſhment; and even betore his Pray- 
er was ended, received this Anſwer, That a Decree for what he 
ſo earneſtly deſired was gone forth; and that from the going 
forth of the ſaid Decree there ſhould be ſeventy Weeks for the 
great Events before mention'd, as determin'd upon his People. 

N. B. Foraſmuch as the Decree for the Releaſe of the Jews 
was iſſued out by Cyrus, at the very inſtant of DaziePs Prayer in 
the firſt of Darius, it will follow, that Cyrus and Darius reign- 
ed together over Babylon; and that therefore the firſt Year of the 
ſaid Darius fell in with the firſt Year of Cyrus, mention'd by 
Ezra, c. i. as was obſerv'd in the foregoing Note. 

The Fews held, that the Meſſiab, the ſecond Adam, would 


take away the old Sin by which Death enter'd into the World. 
Buxtorff Neve Shallom. 
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ing inus all kinds of Sin, and freeing us, upon 
Performance of our Duty, trom the condemn- 
ing Power thereof.) 

2. To make an end of Sins, [an end of Offer- 
ings for Sin, Ezek. xlv. 23. Ezra vi. 17. 
£x0d. xxx. 10. according to the Original, 
and the Sevenry.] | 

3. To make Expiation for Iniquity, [ſuch an 
everlaſting Expiation and Atonement as could 
never be effected by the Sacrifices of the 
Law.} 

4. To bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, [or 
the Righteouſneſs of Ages, vis. the Me 
ſiah, (he being the Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
Fer. xxxiii. 16. compared with Jer. xxiii. 6.) 
or elſe the Goſpel, the Law of Righteouſneſs, 
which, by reaſon of Promiſe and Efficacy, was 
even from the beginning, and is to laſt for 
ever.] | 

5. To ſeal up the Viſion and Prophecy, [ viz. 
to accompliſh whatſoever God had reveal'd to 
the Prophets of the Old Teſtament concern- 
ing the Meſſiah, by Viſion and Prophecy.) 

6. To anoint [V1z. for the Offices of Prophet, 

Prieſt, and King,] the moſt holy, [vis, the 
moſt holy one the Meſſiah. 

V. 25. But know and underſtand, from the going 

forth of the Commandment, [the Decree be- 

fore mention'd V. 23.] 70 © cauſe the Reſtor a- 

tion and Rebuilding of Jeruſalem, there ſhall 


. 


nn 


d The Verb here is in Hiphil, and therefore ought to be thus 
tranſlated, agreeably to the Nature of that Form. 


be 


the [Ninth Chapler of DANIEI. 


be unto Meſſiah the Prince ſeven Weeks, 
and Weeks threeſcore and two: The Street 
ſhall be built again, and the Wall, even in 
troublous T mes 

y.26. And, after threeſcore and two Weeks, 
[which take their Rite from the end of the 
ſeven Weeks firſt mention'd ] the Meſſiah 
ſhall be cut off, [hall be put to Death, ] but 
his being ſo cut off out of the Land of the li- 
wing * ſhall be nothing to him, Cor] ſhall not 
prove to him a final Exciſion, [ vi. ſuch as 
his Enemics intended. Death ſhall not lon 
prevail over him ; he being, the third Day from 
his being put to Death, to riſe in Triumph 


* 9 


e The Name of Meſſiah is here probably given our Saviour 
from what was before ſaid of him by {/azas, who in Ch. lix. 20. 
declares, The Redeemer ſhall come to Zion, and to them that 
turn from Tranſgreſſion in Jacob And then, in the Perſon of 
the ſaid Redeemer, he adds, The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 


becauſe the Lord Mun hath anointed me to proclaim glad Tidings 


to the meek; he hath ſent me to bind up the broken hearted, 
to proclaim Liberty to the Captives; the opening ef the Priſon to 
them that are bound, to proclaim the acceptable Year of our Lord, 
and the Day of Vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn, &c. 

Now no one but our Saviour was anointed for the ſaid Pur- 
poſes, and therefore he in a more eminent manner than any be- 
fore or after him, might well be call'd Meſſiab the Prince, or 
the anointed Prince who ſhould rule God's People 1ſrael. _ 

f 17 ere; 

Secundum Geterum Exſcindetar Meſſias, ſed non ei præva- 
lebit iſta exciſion. Non erit ut hoſtes intendebant, totalis & perennis ; 
reſurget enim poſt mortem, tanquam victor glorioſus, & moriendo 
vitam recuperabit. Nomen enim verbale N ex verbo antecedente 
MNI ſubintelligendum eſt. 

Sed nihil ad illum.] Mors illa non dominabitur ei, nec eum im- 
pediet, quo minus judicia ſua in Judæos exſequatur. Junius in 
ima Edit. Vid, Pol. Syn. in loc. 


from 
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from the Grave.} And the People of the 
Prince that ts to come [i. e. the Jews, the 
People of the Meſſias, who was to come at the 
end of ſixty nine Weeks, and after that time 
to be cut off,] hall [ by putting him to Death, 
thereby] s cauſe or occgſion the“ Deſtruttion 
of the City and Santtuary, and the end [the 
complete Deſtruction] hereof” ſhall be with 
a Flood. [By a ſudden Irruption, like to an 
Inundation, of the Roman Armies.) And to 
the end of War, [War brought upon them for 
the foreſaid Reaſon, ] al kinds of Deſdlations 
are determin'd. 

V. 27. Nevertheleſs he [viz. the Meſſtah, tho 
he ſhall be put ro Death by the Jews, and 
they ſhall thereby occaſion the Deſtruction of 
the City and Temple,] ſhall make a firm Co- 
venani with many, [Viz. of them, and them 
' only, or chiefly] in one Week [vi g. the ſe- 
ventieth] and in the * middle of the [ ſaid] 
Week, he ſhall cauſe the Sacrifice and Obla- 
tion to ceaſe; and bring over a Wing of A. 


bominations, 


— __. 


s The Verb here is in Hiphil, | 

h Maimonides plainly owns, that Feſus, who was put to Death 
by the Sanhedrim, was the Cauſe of the DeſtruQion of he Jew: 
Nation, and was propheſy'd of by Daniel. De Reg. c. 11. See 
likewiſe Matth. xxi. 45—45. Xxii. 7. Luke xx. 16. 


i — 58 Matth. x. 6. xv. 24 John i. 11. Ads iii. 26. Romans 
xv. 8. 


k The Hebrew Word Chatzi js uſed in the following Places as 
well as here, not for a half, but for the middle of a thing; 
viz. Foſh.X.13. Exod. xii. 19. Exed. xi. 4. Pſ. cii. 24. 

| The coming of the Roman Armies againſt Jeruſalem and the 
Jewiſh Nation, is in ſeveral places of the New Teltament cal- 


led, 
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bominations, Li. e. ruling, preſiding over, or 
influencing an Army ot Idolaters, viz. the 
Romans, (bearing in their Enſigus the Images 
of their Gods) he ſhall be continually making 
Deſolation. And until the final time deter- 
mined, he ſhall be poured out [he ſhall be a- 
gainſt, or his Anger ſhall continue] «por the 
deſolate. [viz. the Fews made delolate by the 
Roman Armies, over which preſided the Me/- 


ſtas.] 
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led, the coming of Chriſt. Vid. Dr. Whitby on Matth. xvi. 28. 
xxiv. 3, 27, 30, 33, 34. John xxi. 22. Heb. x. 25, 37. Philip. iv. 5. 
1 Pet. iv. 7. And Matth. xxii. 7. the Roman Armies are repre- 
ſented as the Armies of God, as ſent by, and under him, to de- 
ſtroy the Jews tor their rejecting the Meſſias. 
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1 
07 the Seventy Tears of the Deſolatioy 
of Jeruſalem. : 


HE firſt Particular, which I ſhall conſider, in 

the foregoing Chapter, is that of e Seventy 
Tears of Jerulalem's De/olations upon a right 
Knowledge of which, as will appear afterwards, the 
Nature of the /eventy J/eeks depends. And there- 
fore I conceive, that the meaning of Daniel's in- 
troducing his Prayer and the Prophecy of the ſaid 
Weeks, by making firſt mention of his underſtand- 
ing the Number of the ſaid Years, was, not only 
to ſhew us the Time and the Occaſion of his Pray- | 
er, but likewiſe to direct us to a certain Rule p 
whereby to find out the Nature of the Weeks de- 
rermin'd, and to underſtand the true Meaning of 
the Number of them. 
In order therefore to underſtand the ſaid /eventy 
Tears aright, and thereby to arrive at a true Know- 
ledge of the /eventy Weeks, I ſhall ſhew at what 
time the ſaid Years receiv'd their Completion; and 
then from the Occaſion and Nature of them, find 
the Year of that King of Babylon's Reign, in 
which they began, 

Now the faid ſeventy Years, which are to be 
look'd upon as Solar Years, (foraſmuch as the Jews 
ever ſince their coming out of Zgypr made uſe of * Lu- 


L 
4 © This is at large proved by the very learned Dr. Prideauæ, ! 

1 in the Preface to his Connection of the Hiſtory of the Old and New . 
| Teflament: and in his Conn, L. v. p. 281, 282,283. 5 
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nar Years, reduced by Intercalary Months to the 
Solar Form) receiv'd their Completion, when Bel- 
ſhazzar of the Race of Nebuchadnezzar, and the 
laſt of the Babyloniſh Kings, was ſlain; when the 
Kingdom of Babylon was divided and given, ac- 
cording to the * Hand- writing on the Wall, zo the 
Medes and Perſians. | 

That the ſaid Years muſt have their Euding as 
here fix'd, is evident from the following Prophecy 
concerning them, given by God to Feremzah, in the 
fourth Year of Jehoiabim, (which was the firſt 
Year of Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon) and 


by the ſaid Prophet deliver'd then, 70 all the Inha- 


bitants of Jerulalem. Fer. xxv. 1, 2. 

V. 8. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, becauſe ye 
have not heard my Words [by the Prophets, ] 

V. 9. Behold, I will ſend and take all the Fami- 
lies of the North, and Nebuchadnezzar the King 
of Babylon my Servant, I the Executioner of 
what I now denounce] and will bring them a- 
gainſt this Lana, even this, and the Inhabitants 
thereof; and againſt all theſe Nations, even 
theſe which are round about; and will cauſe 
them to be utterly deſtroyed, and will make them 
deſolate for an Aſtoniſhment, and an Hiſſing, 
and perpetual Deſolations. 

V. Io. Moreover, I will take from them the Voice 
of Mirth, and the Voice of Gladneſs, the Voice 
of the Bridegroom, and the Voice of the Bride, 
the Sound of the Mill. ſtones, and the Light of 
the Candle. 


— 
1 


d Dan. v. 28. 


>: y. 11. 
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V. II. And this whole Land ſhall be a Deſolation» 
aud an Aſtoniſpment; and theſe Nations ſhall 
ſerve the King of Babylon [vis. Nebuchadnez- 
Sar, © his Con, and his $on's on, or his Poſte- 
rity, even ri the very time of his Land come, 
when it ſhall be 47vided ro the Medes and Per- 
ſiaus, ] ſeventy Tears. 

V.12. Aud it ſhall come to paſs at the Comple- 
tron of ſeventy Tears {the ſaid ſeventy Years for 
the total Deſolation of Jadæa, &c.] I will pu- 
niſh the King of Babylon, and that Nation | the 
Nation of the Chaldzans) for their Iniquity, 
and the Land [likewiſe] of the Chaldzans, and + 
will make it perpetual Deſolations. 

V. 13. And will bring upon that Land, all my 
Words which I have pronounced againſt it, even 
all that is written in the Book which Jere- 
miah hath propheſ d againſt all the Nations. 

V. 14. For many Nations and great Kings ſhall 
ſerve themſelves of them alſo: [require Servi- 
rude of them: ] and I will recompenſe them ac- 
cording to their Deeds, and according to the 
Works of their own Hands. 

For from hence it may be obſerved, that, tho 
the complete Deſtruction of Babylon, as here and 
elſewhere denounc'd, was not to be till many Na- 
tions and great Kings ſhould ſerve themſelves of it, 
and fo a great many more than /eventy Years were 
to come about before its Accomphſhment ; yet 
the beginning of the faid Deſtruction denounc'd muſt 
certainly have commenc'd when Babylon was taken, 


* 


c Jer. xxvii. 6, 7, 8. d If. xiv. 22. 


e Jer. xXXvii. 7. 
Dan. v. 28. 


and 
2 
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4 and Belſhazzar , the laſt of Nebnehadnezzar's 
Race, in the fame Night it was taken, was flain : 
And that therefore the /eventy Pears of Jerufalem's 
Deſolations, and of the neighbouring Nations Servi- 
rude to Nebuchadnezzar and his Offspring, muſt 
at the ſame time have been fully ended. 

The ſame is farther prov'd from Jeremiab's Let- 
ter to the Jews at Babylon, after that Fechoniah 
was carried Captive thither: And, as 'tis probable 
from Fer. li. 59—63, in the fourth Year of Zede- 
kiah. 

Jer. xxix. V. 10. —Thus ſaith the Lord, after ſe- 
venty Tears be accompliſh'd at Babylon, [i. e. 
after the ſeventy Years of Jeruſalem's Deſola- 
tion, publickly forctold to all the People of Ju- 

dah and to all the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
ſhall have received their Aceompliſhment at Ba- 
bylon,) I will viſit you, and perform my good 

Mord towards you, in canſing you to return to 

thes Place. [vrs. Jerufalem.] 

And laſtly, the fame is deducible from the follow- 

ing Verſes of 2 Chr. xxxvi. 

V. 20. And them thats had eſtaped from the 
Sword, [the eus that were left alive, after that 
rhe Temple was burnt, in the eleventh of Zede- 
kiah, V. 19. and 2 Ki. xxv. 10, II.] be [vis. 
Nebuchadnezzar, ] carryd away to Babylon: 
and [or where] they were Servants to him and 
his Sons, until the Reign of the Kingdom of Per- 

1 ſix; [v:s. until Cyrus Prince of Perſia, with an 
Army of Medes, Perſians, and other Nations, 
after having conquer'd the greateſt parr of the 

Babyloniſh Monarchy, did at laſt wholly put an 

Y end to it, in that Night in which Babylon was ta- 
1 1 ken, 
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ken, and Belſhazzar ſlain} to fulfil [or fulfil- 
ling or accompliſhing] the Word of the Lord by 
the Mouth of Jeremiah, until the Land had en- 
joy d her Sabbaths: all the Days of her De ſola- 
tion [during the ſaid Space of Time] ſhe kept 
Sabbath, fulfilling [or accompliſhing} /eventy 


Tears. 


Theſe ſame Places of Scripture, which thus plain- 
ly ſhew the end of the ſeventy Years of the Deſola- 
tions of Jeruſalem, do allo as plainly ſhew, the Oc- 


caſion and Nature of them; and thereby the Year 
of that Prince's Reign in which they began. For, 


Firſt, According to Fer. xxv.11. the whole 


Land 


of Judæa, during the ſpace of ſeventy Years, 
was to lie wholly deſolate: The Words —/even- 
ty Tears being to be apply'd to both parts of 
the ſaid Verſe; as is evident from the Prophet 


Daniel, who ſays, he underſtood the number of 
Years, whereof the Word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah the Prophet, that he would accompliſh 
ſeventy Tears in the Deſolations of Jeralalem. 


There being no other Place in Jeremiah, to 


which what is here ſaid can be fo properly 
all) referr'd, as the faid eleventh Verſe of Ch. 
Secondly, Tis expreſſly ſaid, 2 Chr. xxxvi. 


(if at 
xxv. 
that 


during the time of the Fews Servitude to Nebu- 
chadue g zar and his Sons in Babylon, after that 
they were carry'd thither, upon their Temple be- 
ing burnt, the Land kept Sabbath, i. e. lay de- 
ſolate and untill'd, ſeventy Tears; herein accom- 


pliſhing Jeremiah's Prophecy. 


Agteeably to this Zo/ephus in his Antiquities, 
L. 10. c. 9. P. 454. (Dr. Hudſ. Edit.) ſays, that 


from the Captivity of the Jeu, in the eleve 


nth of 
Lede. 
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Zedekiah, all Judæa, Fernſalem, and the Tem- 
ple, lay deſert ſeventy Years. 

And L. II. c.1. p. 468. That the firſt of Cy- 
rus was the ſeventieth Year, after that the Jeu in 
the ſaid cleventh of Zedekiah were carried Captive 
into Babylon, — And L. 20. p. 900 — that, after 
the ſpace of ſeventy Years from the Temple's being 
burnt by Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus releas'd the Fews 
from their Captivity. 

And laſtly, he aſſerts the ſame from Bero/us's 
_ Chalaaick Hiſtory, in his firſt Book againſt Apion. 

1342. 

The End then, Occaſion and Nature of the ſeventy 
Tears Deſolations, being thus exactly determin'd by 
Scripture, and by the Account agreeably thereto gi- 
ven by Bero/us and Joſephus, it will from thence 
follow, that the Deſtruction of JFeruſalem, when 
the Temple was burnt by Nebuchadnezzar in the 
ninetcenth Year of his Reign, Jer. lii. 12, 13. could 
not be in the nincteenth Year of the Reign of Na- 
bocolaſſar, who was ſtyled by the 8 Fews, Nebu- 
chadueg gar the Son of Nebuchadnezzar, or Ne- 
buchadnezzar the Great; but in the ninetcenth Year 
of the Reign of Nabopollaſſar, by them call'd Ne- 
buchadnezzar the Firſt. For, according to Prolo- 
my's Canon, from the nineteenth of Nabocolaſſar, 
A.P. F. 4127. to the firſt of Cyrus, which was, as 
will be afterwards ſhewn, in A. P. J. 4176, there 


8 Hebrais, tam Pater quam Filius vocatur Nabuchodonoſoras. 
In Libro Juchaſin p. 136. diſtinguauntur.— ras Quinta Deporta- 
tio Iſraelis in Babel, per Nebucbadue xxarum filium Nebuchadne x- 
Zari, 
Pater, primus denominatur, Filius Magnus, D. Gantz. 2 Chron. 
L. ii. n. 285. Marſh. Chr. p. 535. 
were 
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were no more than forty nine Years; whereas, ac- 
cording to the ſaid Canon, from the nineteenth of 

Nabopollaſſar, A. P. J. 4106. there were, to the 

laid firſt of Cyaws, exactly ſeventy Years. 

And Beroſus, as appears from Jaſephus, is ex- 
prels; that the Temple of Jeruſalem was burnt, by 
Nebuchaduc g gar the Son, in his Father's Life-time. 
The Paſſage is this: Beroſuis in his Hiſtory, treat- 
ing of the Actions of Navopollaſſar and the Chal- 
deans, gives an Account, © how he having fent 
his Son Nabuchodonoſor againſt Ægyypt and Ju- 
* dza with a great Army, foraſmuch as he had un- 
derſtood that they had revolted from him, con- 
„ quer'd all their Forces, and burnt the Temple at 
«« 7eruſalem, and carrying away all the People of 
the Land brought them ro Babylon. Whereupon 
it happen'd, that Jeruſalem remain d deſert ſeven- 
ty Years: even until the time of Cyrus King of 
« Perſia L. 1. Con. Ap. p 134%. 

The: beginning therefore of the ſeventy Years of 
the Deſolations of Jeruſalem, was, according to 
Scripture, Beroſus, and 7o/ephns, in the nineteenth 
Year of Navopotlaſſar, or Nebuchadnezzar the Fa- 
ther, and in the eleventh Year of Zedehkzrah. 

Bur, foraſmuch as ſeveral very learned Men have 
placed the beginning of the ſaid Y ears in the third, or 
fourth of Zeho:akim, and others in the Year 7ehota- 
kim: was. ſlain, or in that in which. Jehozakim was 
taken. Captive; and, foralmuch.as.the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of che Interpretation I ſhall advance, of the 
ſeventy Weeks, will, in great meaſure, if not entire- 
ly, depend upon the Truth and Certainty of what 
has been, already advanc'd, I ſhall, for farther Satiſ- 
faction ſhew, that, according to Scripture, Beroſus, 


Joſephus, 


pms 
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Joſephus, and Prolomy's Canon, they could nor 


have their beginning in any of thoſe Years; and. 


that therefore their beginning was as above fix'd. 
For if their beginning be any where elſe placed, 
there will not then be /#venry Years for the Land's 


lying wholly deſolate. But not any longer to inſiſt 
on this; 


Firſt, The ſaid Years could not begin in the third 


of Jehoia bim. 


For if they began in the third of Jehoiabim, 


they muſt have begun either in the third Vear of his 
Reign from the time that he was made Kin 
Pharaoh Necho; and in that Year as diſtinct from 


the fourth Year of his Reign mention'd by Zere- 


miah, Chap. xxv. 1. Or elſe, 
In his ſaid third Year, as being by another way 


of Computation the ſame with his ſaid fourth. Or 
elſe, laſtly, 


In the third Year of his Reign, from the time he 


was permitted to reign by, and paid tribute to, the 


King of Babylon. 


If they began in the third Year of his Reign, ac- 
cording to the firſt Suppoſition, they would then 
have commenced ſome time before the Prophecy 


concerning them was given; whereas tis evident 


from Jerem. xxv. that they were not to begin till 
afterwards: Nebuchaducg gar, when the ſaid Pro- 


phecy was publiſh'd, being not then come up, a- 


gainſt Jeruſalem ; and before he did come up againſt 


it, they could not begin. If in the third Year of his 
Reign, according to the ſecond Suppoſition, the 
ſame Arguments will ſerve, as will be us'd to ſhew, 


that they could not begin in the fourth Year of his 
Reign, 


And 
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Andif, laſtly, in the third Year of his Reign, ac- 
cording to the laſt Suppoſition, the ſaid Year would 
either be, according to Zo/ephus, and Sir John Mar- 
ſham, the eleventh Year of his Reign; (and then 
the Arguments againſt this will be produced in their 
proper place) or elle, according to others, the ſe- 


venth or eighth Year of his Reign; in neither of 


which could they begin; becauſe the Zews, who 

according to this Suppoſition had revolted, were 

not then ſubdued; nor in any other Year of that 

King's Reign after their Revolt, than in the ele- 

venth. | 6 

Secondly, The faid ſeventy Years did not begin in 
the fourth of Jehozakim: For if they began in 
the fourth of Jehozakim, they muſt have begun 
in it, either 

I. As coincident with the firſt of Nabopollaſfar : 
Or, 


II. As coincident with the firſt of Nabocolaſſar, as 


dated from the time of his Father's Death: Or, 


HI. As coincident with the firſt of Nabocolaſſar , 


as dated from the time of his reigning in Con- 
junction with his Father. 


But not in any one of theſe Years could the 
ſaid ſeventy Years begin; and therefore the ſaid 
icventy Years had not their beginning in the 


fourth of Jehoiabim. 


I. The faid ſeventy Years did not begin in the fourth 
of Jehoiabim, as coincident with the firſt of Na- 


bopollaſſar. 


Becaule from the firſt of Nabopollaſſar, to the 
Conqueſt of Babylon by Cyrus, when the ſeven— 


ty Years foretold by Jeremiah ended, there were 
cighteen Years above ſeventy. 


The 
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The only Objection which can be ſuppoſed to 
lie againſt this is, that Laboroſoarchod, who ſuc- 
ceeded Neriglaſſar, and reign'd (according to“ Be. 
* roſus nine Months, was the Belſpag zar of the 

; Scriptures; and that, foraſmuch as there are from 
the end of his Reign to the firſt of Nabopollaſſar 
no more than juſt ſeventy Vears, therefore the ſe- 
venty Years of Jeruſalem's Deſolations muſt have 

| begun in the fourth of Fehozakim, as coincident 

: with the firſt of Nabopollaſſar. But to this there 
are the following Anſwers : 

1. Laboroſoarchod was not ſlain i by a foreign E- 

nemy, but by his own Subjects who conſpir'd 
| againſt him: Whereas Belſbag gar, accordin 

1 to Daniel, and according to * Herodotus — 

; | Xenophon, was ſlain in the ſame Night that Ba- 
bylon was taken by the Medes and Perſians ; 
and particularly, as appears by the ſaid Hiſtorians, 
by the Soldiers who. forced the Palace. 

2. Laboroſoarchod reigned only nine Months ; 
whereas the third Year of Be//hazzar is men- 

| tion'd in Daniel. | 

| 3. ® Beroſus gives an account of Neriglaſſar's 

reigning four Years by Uſurpation, without any 


* 
28 
OY 
AF. 
F * k 4 
* 
x 48 
* 
A 
K 
by 


= * we A 
Chia 2 * 
6 E 


mention made of governing as Guardian for his 
Son: and therefore the third Year of Belſbag- 
Zar in Danzel, could not be the third Year of 
| Laboroſoarchod, as reigning by his Father. 

i 4. Beroſus ” affirms, that after the Death of Labo. 


h of. I. 1. con. Ap. p. 1344. 

£4 I Beroſ. apud Jojeph. con. Ap. I. 1. p. 1344. 

15 k Lib. 1. I Cyrop. I. 7. H. 23. | 

* m Ber. apud 3. con. Ap. p.1344 u Apud Joſ. c. Ap. p. 1 344. 
D roſoarchod, 
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ſans. 


yoſoarchod, thoſe who confpir'd againft him, made 


Nabannidus a Babylonian [Son, as will appear 
from Xenophon, to Neriglaſſar, and therefore 


Grandfon to Nebuchaduc g gar the Great, and the 


Belſbag zar of the Scriptures} King; who, ac- 
cording to HBeraſus, ? Foſephns, and Ptalemys 
Canon, reigned feventeen Years; and was the 
ſame Perſon againſt whom Cyrus Prince of Per- 


fia, and Darius King of Media, made War; and 


whoſe Kingdom, after his Death, was divided to 
the Medes and Perſians; Cyrus and Darius 
xeigning in Conjunction over it, and the Inhabi- 
rants of the Realm from that time being govern'd 
according to the Laws of the Medes and Per- 
And as the feventy Years could not, for the 
Reaſons now given, begin in the fourth of Jehoi- 
akim, as coincident with the firſt of Nabopollaſ- 


ſar, ſo neither could they, 
II. In the fourth of Fehozakim, as coincident with 


the firſt of Nabocolaſſar, as dated from the time 
of his Father's Death. Becauſe then, 


1. Daniel, if taken Captive in the third Year of 


Fehoickim, ſuppoſing that the faid third Year 
of Jehoiatim was the third Year of his Reign 
from the time he was made King by Pharaoh 
Necho, could not have interpreted the Dream 
which Nebuchadnezzar had in the ſecond Year 
of his Reign, and upon the account of which, 
immediately after his having had ir, he aſſembled 
all the Wiſe Men in Babylon. For then the three 
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o Vid. p.94. of this Eſſay. P Jeſ. Ant. I. 10. p. 462. 
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Years allotted for Daniels Education in the 
Tongue and Learning of the Chaldæans, at the 
end of which he was to ſtand before the Kin 

were not expired: And the Scripture is exprels, 
that he 2 not before the King till the end of 
the ſaid time, which he muſt have done, if he 
had before interpreted the King's Dream in the 
ſecond Year of his Reign: Becauſe upon that Oc- 
caſion he was in a remarkable manner brought in 
before the King, and immediately, upon his ma- 
king known the Dream and its Interpretation, 
2 Ruler over the whole Province of Ba- 


And in like manner the aforeſaid ſeventy Years 
could not begin in the fourth of Jebhoiabim, as 
. coincident with the firſt of Nabocolaſſar, as be- 
fore dated, tho it ſhould be farther ſuppoſed, that 
the third Year of Jehoiabim, in which Daniel 
was taken Captive, was the third and laſt Vear of 
his Reign from the time of his being tributary 
to Nebuchadue g gar. 7 
Becauſe then Daniels Captivity would be five 
Years after Nebuchadnezzar's ſecond Y car, and 
ſo Daniel could not have interpreted the Dream 
which the King had in his ſaid tecond Year; and 
n the account of which all the Wife Men in 
abylon were immediately ſent for. 
2. The ſaid Years could not, according to Bero/us, 
begin in the ſaid firſt of Nabocolaſſar. Becauſe 
the Temple was by him deftroy'd, not after, but 
before the time of his Father's Death. 
III. The ſeventy Years of Jeruſalems Deſolations 
did not begin in the fourth of Zehorakem, as co- 
incident with the firſt of Nabocolafſar's Reign in 
D 2 - Conjun- 


- 
__ 
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Conjunction with his Father. For, went 
I. If one Year be aſſign'd for his ſo reigning, and 
the firſt Year of his Reign ſo dated be the fame 
mention'd by Jeremiah, Chap. xxv. and the ſe- 
cond Year of Nebuchadnezzar, mention'd by 
Daniel, Chap. ii. be the ſecond Year of his Reign, 
commencing from his Father's Death, there will 
not be then three Years for Daniel's being edu- 
cated amongſt the Chaldeans before his Inter- 

pretation of the King's Dream. If, 

2. Two Years be aſſign'd, there will then be indeed 

about three Years for Daniel's being educared 

with thoſe Children of the Royal Family and No- 
bility that were carried away Captive with him, 
in the Language and Learning of the Chaldæans; 
at the end of which, and not before, they were 
brought before the King: But then it will una- 
voidably follow, that the King before whom they 
were brought at the end of the ſaid Years, was. 
the ſame Perſon with the King whoſe Dream Da- 
niel interpreted in the ſecond Year of his Reign; 
which is altogether inconſiſtent with the firſt and 
with the ſecond Chapter of Daniel. For, from 
comparing together the ſaid Chapters, it will evi- 
dently appear, that Nebuchadnezzar in the firſt 
Chapter, and Nebuchadnezzar in the ſecond, 
were two different Perſons. For, 

1. Nebuchadne g gar in the firſt Chapter, upon 
examining the Children that were carried Captive 
from Judæa at the end of the three Vears, which 
he had appointed for their Education, not only 


approv'd of Daniel and his three Companions: 
above all the reſt, but likewiſe above all the 


Wiſe Men in Babylon. 


Whereas. 
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| Whereas Nebuchadnezzar in the ſecond Chap- 


ter had ſo little Knowledge of Daniel and his 


| Companions, that he never ſo much as once con- 


ſulted them about his Dream; which undoubted- 
ly firſt or laſt he would have done, before he had 
iſſued out the Decree there mention'd, if he had 


been that Perſon before whom they had been 


brought at the end of the ſaid time, and who, 


upon the Examination then made, ſo very highly 
approved of them. 


2. From Chapter the firſt tis evident, that Danze! 
and his three Companions were, immediately af- 


rer their having been with the reſt of the Chil- 
dren examin'd by the King at the end of the 
three Years aforeſaid, by him choſen from amongſt 


all the reſt to ſtand before him, being employ'd 


by him in the Palace, in Attendance upon his 
own Perſon. | 

Whereas by the ſecond Chapter it appears, that 
Daniel, in the ſecond Year of Nebuchadnezzar 
there mention'd, had no Reſidence at Court, but 
liv d in a Houſe of his own; and was ſo great a 
Stranger to what pou at the Palace, that he 
knew not the Reaſon why a Decree was iſſued 
out for the Deſtruction of the Wiſe Men. 


3. Daniel, when he was brought in before Nebu- 


chadnezzar , ſpoken of in Chap. i. was but a 
Youth : 

Whereas in the ſecond Year of Nebuchadue g- 
gar, mention'd in the ſecond Chapter, he was 
grown a Man, and was fo ſtyled by the chief Cap- 
rain of the Guard, by whom he was introduced to 
theKing ; not as one the King had any Knowledge 
of before the Decree went forth, but as one whom 


he 
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> lately found amongſt the Captives of Ju- | 
45. 4 
Nebuchadnezzar therefore in the firſt Chap- 1 
ter, being not the ſame Perſon with Nebuchad- | 
ne gar in the ſecond, as appears from theſe and | 
other Reaſons, obvious to any one that will care- 
fully read the ſaid Chapters, it will follow, that 
the ſeyenty Years of Jeruſalem's Deſolations 
could not begin in the fourth ot Zehozakim, as 
coincident with the firſt of Nabocolaſſars Reign 

of two Years, in Conjunction with his Father. 
3. If it ſhould be ſuppos d that Nabocolaſſar reign. f 
ed three Years with his Father, and that, by rea - 1 
ſon of Abſence from Babylon upon the account of 
Wars which he might be engag d in, he had little 
or no Knowledge of Daniel, it would then fol- 
low, beſides what has been before ſaid, that the 
firſt Vear of Evilmerodach's Reign, who began 
to reign in the thirty feventh Year of Jehoia- 
chin's Captivity, [2 Kin. xxv. 27.] would have 
commenc'd about a Year or two before his 
Father's Death, according as the beginning of his 
{aid Year fell in with the beginning or end of the 

ſaid thirty ſeventh of Jeboiachin's Captivity : 

—_ Whereas the Account which the Scripture gives a 
| of Evilmeradach's releaſing Fehoiachin from his L 
| Imprifonment, ſhews, that &w:/merodach had at | 
that time the ſole Adminiſtration of Affairs in his | 
own Hands; which he could not have, but ei- 
| ther in the time of his Father's Expulſion, or elſe 

= i after bis Father's Death. For the tame Reafon, 
4 The feventy Years of Feraſalem's Defolations # 
| could not begin in the fourth of Jehozakim, as 3 
coincident with the fuſt of Nabacolaſſar, though ; 
there 
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there ſhould be four, five, fix, or ſeven Years 
aſlign'd for his reigning in Conjunction with his 
Farther. And, 

5. If five, ſix, or more Years be allow'd for Na- 
bocolaſſar's reigning with his Father, then from 
his firſt Year fo fix d, to the Year in which Cyrus 
took Babylon, whether in the Year 4175 or 4176, 
there would be above feventy Years; and conſe- 

| quently the ſeventy Years aforeſaid could not be. 

9 gin in the fourth of Jehoiabim, as coincident 

ö with the firſt of Nabocolaſſar in Conjunction with 

1 | his Father, whereſoever fix'd. 

4 Thirdly, The ſaid ſeventy Years did not begin in 

the ſeventh of Nebuchadnezzar a when Fehoza- 
kim was ſlain, nor in the eighth of Nebuchad- 
neggar, when Jehoiachin was taken Captive. 
For, | 

If they began in either of thoſe Years, they 
muſt have began either, 

I. In the ſeventh or eighth of Nabopollaſſar: Or, 

II. In the ſeventh or eighth of Nabocolaſſar, as da- 
ted from his Father's Death: Or, 

III. In the ſeventh or eighth of Nabocolaſſar, reign- 
ing in Conjunction with his Father. But, 

I. In the ſeventh or eighth of Nabopollafſar they 
could not begin ; becauſe from thence to the firſt 

| of Cyrus there would be ten or eleven Years a- 

t bove ſeventy. 

Neither likewiſe could they begin, | 

II. In the ſeventh or eighth of Nabocolaffar, as da- ö 
ted from his Father's Death; becauſe from thence 
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to the firſt of Cyrus there would be ten or eleven 
Years ſhort of ſeventy. And, 
HI. They did not, I conceive, begin in the ſeventh 
or eighth of Nabocolaſſar's Reign, in Conjunction 
with his Father. For, | 
1. Suppoſing that he reign'd no more than eight 
Years with his Father, and that his Father, ac- 
cording to Prolemys Canon, and the Account 
which 7o/ephus * gives from Beroſus, reign'd 
twenty one Years; it would then follow, that 
from the ſaid ſeventh or eighth Year of his Reign, 
there would be to the firlt of Cyrus but ſixty 
ſeyen Years, three ſhort of ſeventy. And, 
2. Suppoſing that he reign'd no more than eight 
Years in Conjunction with his Father, and that 
his Father, according to 7o/ephus's Account, 
L. 1. con. Ap. p. 1342, ( contrary to what he 
had before aſſerted in his Antiquitics) and accord- 
ing to Ptolemy's Canon, reign'd twenty nine Y cars, 
there would then be from the eighth of Naboco- 
laſſar, as lo dated, no more than fifty nine Y cars 
to the Year of Cyras's taking Babylon. 

The foreſaid ſeventy Years did not, I preſume, 
begin in the ſeventh or eighth of Naboco/aſſar in 
Conjunction with his Father, though it ſhould be 
ſuppos'd, laſtly, that he reign'd more than eight 
Years with him. 1 

For, as the firſt Year of his fo reigning, where- 

ever fix'd, muſt have been coincident with the 
fourth of 7ehozakim, it does not any where ap- 
pear that he was, either then, or in any other 
Year of that King's Reign, or in the Reign of 
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Zehorachin, admitted as Copartner with his Father 
in the Government. | 

On the conttary, if he was ever admitred to reign 
with his Father, it mult have been, as will be after- 
wards ſhewn, in the fifth of Zedehrah. 

Since therefore 7he ſeventy Tears of Jeruſalem's 
Deſolations, foretold by Jeremiah, could not, ac- 
cording to Scripture, Beroſus, Joſephus, and Pro- 
lemy's Canon, have their beginning either in the 


third, or fourth of Zehozakim, or in his ſeventh Year, 


or at the time when Zehozachin was taken Captive; 
it will follow, that they muſt egi (as was at firſt 
proved) in the nineteenth Tear of the Reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar the Father; in the ſame Year that 
the Temple was burnt, and the People carried Cap- 
tive to Babylon. 

As to the exact time of their Commencement in 
the ſaid Year, it muſt be conſider'd, that the reaſon 
why the whole Land of 7#4z4 lay deſolate and un- 
till'd ſeventy Tears, was, becauſe the Zews had ne- 


glected the keeping of ſeventy ſabbatical Tears; 


they being oblig'd by their Law. to let their Land 
reſt from Tillage every /eventh Tear, the ſeventh 
Tear being appointed a Sabbath of Reſt unto the 
Land, a Sabbath for the Lord. | 
And 'tis very remarkable that they were (for ſe- 
veral © very good Reaſons which may be given) 
ſtrictly oblig'd to keep this Sabbath of the ſe— 
venth Tear, as well as the Sabbath of the ſeventh 
Day: And the Puniſhment denounc'd againit them, 
if they did not herein ſhew their Obedience, was, 


Lev. xxv. 4, Qc. | 
t Vid. Melchior, Leidekkerum de Republica Hebræorum, p. 315. 
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that God would ſcatter them among the Heathen, 
and draw out a Sword after them; and their 
Land ſhould be deſolate, and their Cities waſte. 
That then the Land ſhould enjoy ber Sabbaths, as 
long as it ſhould lie defolate, and they ſhould be in 
their Enemies Land. Even then ſhould the Land 


reſt and enjoy her Sabbaths: As long as it ſhould' 


lie deſolate it ſhould reſt, becanſe it did not reſt in 
their Sabbaths when they dwelt upon it. 


Since therefore the ſeventy Tears Deſolations of 


the Land were inflicted upon the account of the Zews- 
not having let their Land reſt for /eventy Sabbatical 
Tears, that their Land might thereby enjoy the /e- 
venty Sabbaths it had been depriv'd of; the begin- 
ning of the ſaid ſeventy Tears muſt be fix'd in the 
ſeventh Month of the Zews, vig. their Month Tz/- 
ri, becauſe from the beginning of that Month they 
computed the beginning of their Sabbatical Years, 
or Years of Reſt for the Land. 


The beginning therefore of the ſeventy Tears be- 


ing in the Month Tiſri, in the ninetcenth Year of 


Nebuchadnezzar the Father in A. P. J. 4106, the 
end of them will be in the end of the ſixth Month 
of the Fews, in the Year in which Cyrus took Ba- 
Hlon, in A. P. J. 4176. there being from the be- 
ginning of the ſeventh Month in the one Year, to 
rhe end of the fixth Month in the other, exactly „e- 
venty Fears. 

Having now confider'd the Nature, End, and 


Beginning of the ſeventy Tears of Jeruſalem's De- 
/6lations, I fhall in the next Chapter, from the 


Seripture and the beft Hiftorians, give, agrecably to 
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v Levit. xxvi. 33, 34. 35. Dan. ix. 13. 
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what has been already advanced, a chronological 
Account of the Jeuiſb, Ag yptian, Medo Perſian, 
and Babyloniſh Affairs, from the fourth Tear of 
Jehoiakim, when the Prophecy was given of the 
ſeventy Tears, to the firſt Tear of Cyrus and Da- 
rius, when the Prophecy was given of the ſeventy 
Weeks; and from thence to the time when thoſe 
of the Captivity, who made the fr /t Return, ar- 
rived at Feruſalem. 


— 


A EſJay on 


. 
4088. 


nr: 


A Chronological Account of the Jewiſh, . 


gyptian, Medo-Perſian, and Babylonith 


Aﬀairs, from the fourth of Jehoialim, 
when the Prophecy was given of the ſe- 
venty Years, zo the firſt of Cyrus and 
Darius, when the Prophecy was groen of 
the ſeventy Weeks; aud from thence to 
the time when thoſe of the Jews, who made 


the firſt Return from Babylon, arriwed 
at Jeruſalem...” 


T Niſan, this Year, the fourth of Jehoiakim 
began; the Jews computing the Years of 
their Kings Reigns from the firſt Day of the ſaid 
Month; and that (as appears by their own Writers, 
and the Chronological Table of their Kings at the 
end of this Treatiſe,) in ſuch a manner, that if any 
King began his Reign a few Days be'ore the ſaid 
Month began, they were reckon'd to him for a 
Year, if ſo be he liv'd and reign'd to the beginning 
of the ſaid Month, and then his ſecond Year com- 
menced. 
The firſt of Nabopollaſſar or Nebuchadnezzar 
the Father began, (as appears from 2 Kin. xxy. 8. 


Jer. xxxix. 2. and lii. 5, 6, 12.) in the latter end of 


rhe fourth, or in the beginning of the fifth Month 
| of 
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of the Jeu, and was * coincident wich the fourth A. P. J. | 
of Fehozakim. | | | 
in the ſaid fourth of Jehozakim Nebuchadnezzar | 
ſmote Pharaoh Necho's * Army near the River Eu- 
phrates, and paſſing the River, ſeiz'd all Hria, as 
tar as Peluſium, fudea only excepted, | 
Nebuchadnezzar, towards the end of the fourth 4092. 
Year of his Reign, and in the beginning of Fehoza- 
kim!'s eighth, © invaded Fudæa; upon which Jehoi- 
akim purchaſed a Peace, and became his Servant for 
about three Years, or to the third Year, paying him 
Tribute till then. 
But in the beginning of the third Vear, hearing 
that the Ag yt ian was up in Arms againſt the Ba- 
bylontan, be withheld the third Year's Tribute , | 
and rebell'd. | 
In this Year, in the fourth Month of the Jeu, 4095. 
in the ſeventh of Nebrchaduezzar, Feruſalem was 
taken, and Jehoiabim ſlain. Upon the taking of 
Feruſalem * 3023 Perlons were carried Captive to 
Babylon, amongſt whom was Dauiel, who being 
very young, and for three Years afterwards educa- 
ted amongſt the Chaldeans, reckons, as they did, 
the Years of 7ehozakim's Reign, not from the time 
he was made King by Pharaoh Necho, but from 
the time he was permitted to reign by, and paid 
Tribute to, the King of Babylon. 
Four Months atter, or thereabout, Jehoiachiu 
was made King; : 
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a Jer. XXV. t. b Jer. xlvi. 2. c Joſ. Ant. l. 10. p. 442. 

d Joſ. Ant. J 10. c. ). e 2 Hin. xxiv. 1. 2 Kin. xxiv. 

2, 3. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, 7. Jer. lii. 28. Joſ. Am. l. 10. c. 7: 
g Fir. lii. 28. h Marſha. Can. Chr. p. 534. Seder olam 
Ser. Mun. Maj. c. 25. p. 70. Ii Dan. i. 1, 2. ; 
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AJ P. J. 
4096. 
4100. 
| 4103. 


Fehotachm, having reign'd three Months and ten 
Days, was in this Vear, about the Return of the 
Fewsſh Year, towards the end of the twelfth Month 


of the Jeu, and in the eighth of Nebuchadnezzar, 


taken Captive; and together with his Mother, 
Wives, Officers, and Men of Valour, amounting 
with the Artificers to upwards of 10000, carried to 
Babylon k. And for the time of the Year in which 
Fehoiakim was taken, Vid. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 10. in 
rhe Original. 

Amongſt thoſe who were taken Captive at this 
time was the Prophet Ezekiel!" 

After Nz/an, in the foreſaid Year of the Julian 
Period, Zedekiah was made King by Nebachadnez- 
Sar, having firſt taken an Oath of Fidelity that he 
would keep the Countrey for him, and have no Cor- 
reſpondence with the Agyptian 

On the fifth Day of the fourth Monrh of the 
Fews, in this Year, in the fifth of Fehozarhin's 
Capriviry, and in the thirtieth Year of God's For- 
bearance of the Houſe of Judah from the Reforma- 
tion made by Joſiah in the beginning of the eigh- 
teenth Year of his Reign, Egetiel enter'd upon his 
Prophetick Office . 

In the latter end of this fame Year, or in the be- 
ginning of the next, tis probable that Nebnchad- 
ne ga the Son reign'd, as will appear afterwards, 
in- Conjunction with his Father. 

Zedekiah, having kept for about eight Years his 


forefaid Oattr, rebell'd, and became Conftederare 


k 2 Kin. xxiv. 12-—16. Fof. Ant. I. 10. p. 444. 
| Exel. i. 1, 2. m 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13, Jeſ. Ant. ib. 
n Ezek. iv. 6. Rel. i. 1, 2. 
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with the Ag yptian, hoping by his Aid to over- A. P. J. 


throw the Babyloniſh Empire ?. 

So ſoon as Nebuchadnezzar was acquainted with 
his Revolt, he made an Expedition againſt him; and 
having made great Devaſtation in Judæa, and taken 


ſeveral Fortreſſes, he at laſt in the ninth Year of 


Zedekiah, in the tenth Month, and on the tenth 
Day of the Month, came againſt Jerxſalem, and be- 
fieged ir 9. 

His laying m to it was the ſame Year, in the 
{ame Month, and on the ſame Day of the Month, 
revealed to 'Ezekzet*. 


At Tiſvi this Year, the ſecond Sabbatical Year 
from the laſt Jubilee began. 

For the beginning of Zedekiah's Reign was, ac- 
cording to Jeremiah, in the fourth Year; not, as 
ſome Commentators would have it, from the laſt Sab- 
batical Year, but from the laſt Jubilee Year ; it be- 
ing the conſtant Practice of the? Fews to place an 


Event in the Year it happen'd from the laſt Jubilee, 
and not from the laſt Sabbatical Year. Which is a 


very exact Way of computing Time, the beginning 
of the Computation by Jubilee being once fix d; 
and by the Chronological Table of the Jewiſh Kings 
it appears, that from the ſeventh Month of that 


Year in which the Jews enter'd into Canaan, to 


n 


p Joſ. Ant. I. 10. p. 445. q 2 Kin. xxv. 1. Jer. XXXiX. 1. 
and lii. 4, 5. r Ezek. xxiv. 1, 2. Jer. xxviii. 

r The ſecond Temple, fays Marmonides, was deſtroyed in the 
going out of a ſeventh Year, and it was the fifteenth Year of 
the ninth Jubilee. 

And of the firſt Temple he ſays, that it was deſtroy'd in the 
going out of a feventh Year, and that it was the thirty ſixth Year 
of the Jubilee. Via. Lightfoot, Pol. 1. p. 619. 
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A. P. F. the ſeventh Month of that Year in which Zera/a- 
lem was deſtroy'd in the eleventh of ZLedekrah, 
there were exactly 864 Years : Namely, ſeventeen 
Jubilees, (every ftieth Y car being the“ Tear of Ju- 
bilee,) and fourtecn Years, or two Weeks, from the 
laſt of choſe Jubilees. | Y 

The ſaid Sabbatical Year therefore beginning in 9 
the ſeventh Month in the tenth Year of Zedekiah, 3 
the 7ews, conſidering how guilty they were of the 
Breach of their Law, in relation to Sabbatical Y ears, 
entered into a Covenant to dilmiis their Bond-ſer- 
vants that were Hebrews, and did thereupon ac- 
cordingly diſmiſs them“. 1 

In the tenth Month, and on the twelfth Day of 
the Month, either in the end of this Vear of the 53 
Julian Period, or in the beginning of the next, 3 
God's Judgment againſt Pharaoh was reveal'd to 
Ezekiel, vis. That he would bring him up out of 

the midſt of his Rivers, and leave him and his Ar- 
mies thrown into the Wilderneſs; that they ſhould 
fall upon the open Fields; that they ſhould not be 
brought together, nor gather d; and that all the 
Inhabitauts of Egypt ſhould know, that he was b 
the Lord; becauſe they had been a Staff of Reed to 3 
the Houſe of Ilrael *. 1 

Some time after this, Pharaoh's Army was come ; 
forth out of Ag ypr; and when the Cha/deans that 
beſieged Feruſalem heard of it, they departed from 
Jeruſalem to give them Battel “. E 

Upon the raiſing of the Siege, the 7ews recalled . 
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the Servants they had let go free, and brought A. P. J. 

3 them again info SubjefFion: Upon which God de- 
3 clared, He would give Liberty to the Sword, 
I to the Peſtilence, and to the Famine, to devour 
them; and that he would bring again the Army of 
the King of Babylon who ſhould burn the City, and 
make the Cities of Judah à Deſolation, without an 
Inhabitant *. 

Agreeably to Feremiah's — Pharaoh's 
Army was entirely overthrown by Nebuchadnes- 
Sar. 

In the eleventh Year of Jehoiachin's Captivity, 4106. 
in the firſt Month, and on the ſeventh Day of the 
Month, Pharaoh's Overthrow was reveal'd to Eze- 
kiel; either the ſame Day it happen'd, (as is moſt 

robable) or in a ſhort time after“. 

After the ſaid Overthrow Nebuchadnezzar re- 
new'd the Siege of Jeruſalem; and great Numbers 
of the Beſieged dy'd of Famine and the Peſtilence e. 

In the fourth Month this Year, on the ninth Day 
of the Month, in the eleventh of Zedekiah, the 
City was broken up, and the Men of War fled*. 

3 In the fifth Month, and on the tenth Day of the 

2 Month, in the nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar, the 

I Temple and City were burnt; the Walls entirely de- 
molith'd, and all the People within a few Days (ex- 
cepting ſome of the poorer fort, who were left for 
Vine-dreſſers and Husbandmen) carried away Cap- 
tive for Babylon. | 
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1 2 Jer. xxxiv. from V. 10. to the end. FJoſ. Ant. l. 10. 
A p. 445- b Ezek. xxx. from V. 20. to the end. e Joſe 
Ant. 1.10. p. 446. d Fer, XXXix. 2, 3. and lii. 5, 6, 7. 

e Fer, xxxix, and lii. 2 Kin. xxv. 
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4. P. J. 


On the firſt Day of the ſixth, or of one of the 
following Months, in the eleventh of Jehoiachin's 
Captivity, the Word of the Lord came to £& Zeke! 
concerning Tyre, that becauſe ſhe inſulted Je- 
ruſalem upon her being made deſolate, ſhe her ſelf 
ſhould be deſtroy'd by Nebuchaduezzar *. 

And agrecably to this, Nebuchagunezzar the Son, 
in the ſeventh Year of his Reign in Conjunction with 
his Father, did, according to Fo/ephus, (as will be 
ſhewn) in this or the next Year, wy Siege to Tyre. 

In the ſeventh Month was Geda/iah (who was 
made Governor by the King of Babylon over thoſe 
few that were left in Z#dea) treacherouſly ſlain by 
Iſhmael s. 

In the latter end of the ſeventh Month, or in the 
beginning of the eighth, Johanan and all the Cap- 
rains of the Forces, being afraid that the Bavbylonz- 
ans would come upon them to revenge Gedal:ah's 
Death, took all the Remnant of Judah that were 
return'd from all Nations whither they had been 
driven, to dwell in the Land of Judah, even Men, 
Women and Children, and the King's Daughters, and 
every Perſon that Nebuzar-2dan the Captain of the 
Guard had left with Gedaliah, and Jeremiah the 
Prophet, and Baruch the Son of Nerzah, and went 
into Ag yprt. Upon which, according to what had 
been before denounced, the Land became entirely 
delolate, without an Inhabitant i. 

Some few Perſons afterwards return'd from the 
Places they had been driven to, and inhabired the 
Waſtes of the Land, in hopes of poſſeſſing it ; a- 
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gainſt whom, for their Wickedneſs, on the fifth Day A. P. 


of the tenth Month, God denounced that they ſhould 
not poſſeſs it, but ſhould dye by the Sword, by 


wild Beaſts, and the Peſtilence k. 


And this Judgment was either then executed up- 
on them, which is the moſt likely, or elſe four 
Years after, when Nebuchadnezzar conquer'd &. 
gt, and carried away all thoſe Fews which had 
fled thither, captive to Babylon; and if it happen'd 
at that time, the Number of them in all was no more 
than 745 Perſons. 

In the twelfth Month of the twelfth Year of Je- 
hoiachin's Captivity, and on the firſt Day of the 
Month, was the Fall of Zg ypt foretold w. 

In this Year, or the next, Nebuchadnezzar ha- 
ving ſeiz d Cælehhria, and ſubdued the Moabites and 
Ammonites, and left ſufficient Forces for the Siege 
of Tyre, march'd againſt Æg ypr. 

In this Year, while Nebuchadnezzar the Son was 
employ'd in the Reduction of Ægyyt, Nebuchad- 
ne g gar the Father died at Babylon; having reign'd, 
according to Prolemy, twenty one Years, as having 
had juſt ſo many Firſts of Thoth; but he might die 
in the latter end of the Year, and ſo have reign'd in 
all twenty one Years and an half. 

In this Year Nebuchadnezzar in Ag ypt heard 
of his Father's Death; and having reduced Ag ypr, 
and ſettled Affairs there, having lain their King 
Pharaoh-Hophra, and appointed another in his 
ſtead, he took away in the fifth Year after the De- 
ſtruction of 7eru/alem thoſe Fews which had fled 
into Ag ypr, and carried them to Babylon; where- 
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by Jeremiab's Prophecy concerning the ſaid Jews, 


Chap. xlii. was moſt exactly accompliſh'd *. 

The Account given by Bero/is of the Reduction 
of Ag ygt, and of Nabopollaſſar's Death, is exactly 
agreeable to what has been {aid, and is as follows : 
75 Nabuc hodono ſor having heard that his Vice- 
Roy in #g ypt, and the Places about Czleſyria 
and Phænicia, had revolted from him, and be- 
ing himſelf incapacitated through Age to endure 
Hardſhip, he ſent his Son Nabuchodonofor with 
an Army againſt him. Nabuchodonoſor engaging 
with the Revolter, overcame him; and reduced 
again the Countrey [of Ag ypr] under his Go- 
« yernment.” [This is faid either becauſe his Fa- 
ther died before it was reduced, or upon the ac- 
count of Ag ypt's having been before ſubject to 
him, as reigning with his Father, who in 7ehoza- 
kim's time had taken, from the River of Egypt, to 
the River Euphrates, all that pertained to the 
King of Egypt . 

About the ſaid time [ig. that he was redu— 
cing Egypt] it happen d, that his Father, having 
been ſeiz d with a Diſtemper, died at Babylon, 
having reign'd twenty one Years. Nabuchodo— 


noſor, not long after I his Father's Death, 
(having ſettled Affairs in 
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the Countrey, and committed the Jewiſh, Phe. 
nician and Ægyptian Captives, to certain of his 
Friends, to bring together with the heavy-har- 
*« nels'd part of the Army, and the Carriages to 
Babylon,) being attended by a few, made ſpeedy 
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«« Journeys through the Deſert ro Babylon: And A. P. J. 


receiving the Adminiſtration of Affairs, which 
were manag'd by the CHhaldæaus, [ by the Wiſe 
*« Men] and the Kingdom reſerved for him by their 
Chief, he became poſſeſſed of all his Father's Em- 
«« pire;” he having before been poſſeſſed of it, on- 
ly in part, in Conjunction with his Father ?. 

For this Reaſon, becauſe he knew nothing of his 
Father's Death till he had almoſt reduced Ægypt; 
and was not made King over all the Empire till his 
Arrival at Babylon : The time between his Father's 
Death, and his being ſo made King, is aſſign'd by 
the fifty ſecond Chapter of Jeremiah (by whomſo- 
ever the ſaid Chapter was written) not to the Son, 
but to the Father. — And Prolemy on the other 
hand dates the firſt Year of Nabocolaſſar's or Ne- 
buchadue gar the Son's Reign, not from the time 
of his being made King, but from that firſt of Thoth 


which fell out next after his Father's Death. 


Two Years after the Reduction of Ægyyta, Ne- 
buc haduc g gar, in the ſecond Year of his Reign, (as 
reckon'd by the Babylonians, and dated from the 
time of his being made King over all the Empire,) 


dreamed a Dream, Dan. ii. 1. which Danzel, grown 


to be a Man, V. 15, 29, &c. interpreted. 

In this Year Aſtyages, mention'd by Xenophon, 
was made King of Media, and reign'd thirty five 
Years. This Aſtyages was the ſame with Ahaſue- 
rus in Dan. ix. 1. but whether he was the Ahaſue- 
rus in Eſther, I will not take upon me to deter- 
mine. 


p Joſ. Aut. I. 10. p. 459. & 1.1. con. Ap. p.1342. Marſh. Can. 


Chr. p. 545. q Joſ. Ant. l. 10. p. 456. 
The 
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A. P. 7. The beginning of the Fewiſh Year, according to 
the Hebreu, or the firſt Month of the ei Y ear, 
according to the Septuagint, was in the twenty 
fifth Year of Jehoiachiu's Captivity, in the four- 
teenth Tear after that the City was ſmitten”. 

4122. In the twenty ſeventh Tear [of Fehotachin's 

Caprivity,] in the firſt Month, in the firſt Day of 

the Month, the Word of the Lord came to Ezekiel. 

Chap. xxix. 17. 

V. 18. Son of Man, Nebuchadnezzar King of Ba- 
bylon, cauſed his Army to ſerve a great Service 
againſt Tyrus: Every Head was made bald, and 
every Shoulder peel'd; yet had he no Wages, 
nor his Army, for the Service that he had ſer- 
ved againſt it. 

V. 19. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Be- 
Hold, I will give the Land of Egypt unto Ne- 
buchadnezzar the King of Babylon; and he ſhall 
take her Multitude, and take her Spoil, and 
take her Prey, and it ſhall be the Wages for his 
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y.20. I have given him the Land of Egypt [he 
being now gone to deftroy it] for his La- 
bour wherewith he ſerved agamſt it, ſaith the 
Lord God. | | 
From this Deſtruction in this Year, or the next, 

Zg ypt from the one end of it to the other, was to 
be utterly waſte and deſolate, and not inhabited for 


forty Tears. 
The end of the ſaid forty Years was in A. P. J. 
4162, or 4163. —— Then, according to the Pro- 


phet*, the AÆAgyptiaus were to return into their 


r Ezek. xl. 1. Ege. xxix, & —1I2, * Exek. xxix. 13, 14. 
OWN 


L the Ninth Chapter of DANIEI. 39 
. own Land. And agreeably to this, (as it appears A P. J. 
from Xenophon's Cyrop.") a great many thouſands of 

the Mg yprians arrived in Ships to the Aſſiſtance of 

Cre/is King o 7,442, in the Year that Sardes was 

taken, which was in the firſt Year of the fifty 

eighth Ohm, ad, within four or five Years after 
the Return the Zig yprians from cheir Captivity 

into their own Land. 

And in the fame Book it is ſaid, that Cyrus, in 

the Year after he had taken Babylon, went and ſub- 

dued Ag yt. This ſhews, that the Deſtruction 

of Ag ypt, from whence it was to be deſolate for- 

ty Ycars, was not (as ſome would have it) in 

A. P. J. 4142. (Becauſe from thence there would 

not be forty Years for Ag ypr's being entirely deſo- 

late) And this alſo fully confirms what has been 

before proved, that the firſt Year of Nebuchaduc x- 

Sar, which fell in with the fourth of Jehoiabim, 

was the firſt Year of Nabopollaſſar, or Nebuchad- 

ne gar the Father; and that the Deſtruction of A. 

gypt happen'd in the ſame Year, or within a ſhort 

time after it was threaten'd. 

The Siege of Tyre (according to J7oſephut was 

began by . in the ſeventh Year of 

his Reign, and laſted (according to Philoſtratus, 

as cited by Joſephus, ) thirteen Vears; during which 

time Ithobal was King of Tyre: After him Baal 

reign'd [in * New Tyre] ten Years. After whom 

were Judges, who were appointed for Governors; | 
of whom Eenibal govern'd two Months, Chelbes | 
ten Weeks; Abbarus three Months; Mytyonus and | 


u L. 6. §. 14. W IL. 8. d. 44- : | 
* id. Marſſ, Can. Chr. p. 539. Dr. Prid. Conn. Part I. p.91. | | 


Geraſtus - 
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AJP. J. Geraſtus ſix Years. Then Balator was King for 
one Year. After whom Merball reign'd four Years, 
and was ſucceeded by Irom, in whoſe fourteenth 
Year (according to Zo/ephus) Cyrus was made Em- 
peror of Per ſia“. 

So that from the beginning of the Siege of Tyre 
to the fourteenth of Irom, when Cyrus was made 
Emperor of Per/ia, there were forty eight, or at 3 
the moſt, about forty nine Years. According to 1 
which Account, if the Siege of Tyre was underta- 
ken in the ſeventh Year of Nebuchaducg zar, it 
muſt be (as above placed) in the ſeventh Year of 
his Reign in Conjunction with his Father, vi. in 
A. P. J. 4106. or 4107. For thirteen Years from 
thence will end in A. P. J. 4119, or 4120, about 
two or three Years before the time of God's making 
known to £zekziel the Defolation of AÆg pt 
which agrees with the Prophecy concerning it. For 
by it the Siege of Tyre ſeems not to have been end- 
ed juſt then, but ſome time before. 

And forty eight, or forty nine Vears from 4106, 
or forty eight Years from 4107, will end (agreeably 
to what 7o/ephus ſays) in the Year that Cyrus was 
made Emperor of Per ſia; which wy all ancient Hi- 3 
ſtorians {Xenophon excepted) is ſaid to be in the 2 
firſt Year of the fifty fifth Olympiad in A. P. 7. ; 
4154, or 4155. And that Zo/ephus in the faid 
Place follows the generally receiv'd Opinion, is evi— | 
dent from hence, becauſe that forty eight, or forty 
nine Years, computed upwards from the firſt of Cy. 
74s after the taking of Babylon in the Year 4176, : 
would have commenc'd A P. J. 4128, or 4127, vis. 
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in the eighteenth, or nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar A. P. J. 


the Son, from his having had a firſt of Thoth after 
his Father's Death; or elſe in the twenty eighth, or 
twenty ninth of his Reign in Conjunction with his 
Father, and nor in any ſeventh Year of his Reign. 


The beginning therefore and end of the Siege of 


Tyre is above fix'd, agreeably to Zo/ephus, and Phi- 
loſtratus; and the end of the ſaid Siege, as here 
fix d, is agreeable to Scripture; and the time from 
the utter Deſtruction of Ag yp7 to the Return of the 
Agyptians, is conſiſtent both with the Scripture, 
and with Xenophon, 

In the thirty ſeventh Year of Jeboiachiu's Cap- 
tivity, in the twelfth Month, and on the twenty 
fifth Day of the Month, in this Year of the Julian 
Period, or in the next, Nebuchadnezzar being di- 
ſtracted and driven from the Society of Men, his 


Son Evilmerodach reign'd in his? ſtead, and releaſed 
Jeboi. 


z Narrant Hebrei hujuſcemodi fabulam. Evuihnerodach, gui 
% Patre ſuo Nabuchodonoſaro vivente per ſeptem annos inter be- 
« ſtias ante regnaverat, poſtquam ille reſtitutus in regno eſt, uſque 
« ad mortem Patris, cum Foachim Rege Jude in vinculis fuit, Quo 
% mortuo, cum rurſus in regnum ſuccederet, & non ſuſciperetur 4 
& Principibas, qui metuebant, ne viveret qui dicebatur extinctus, ut 
% fidem Patris mortui faceret, aperuit ſepulchrum, & cadaver 
e ejus unc & funibus traxit””, Hieron. in Iſa xiv. 19. 

Now what may be gathered from hence is, that Evilmerodach 
reign'd twice; once in the time of his Father's DiſtraQtion, (for 
who could there be more proper to take the Care of the King- 
dom upon him, than the next Heir to it?) and the ſecond time 
after his Father's Death; but not that he was caſt into Priſon 
by his Father after his Reſtoration to his Senſes and Kingdom, 
and ſo did not releaſe Jehoiachin till his Father was dead: For, 
as to this Particular, one part of the Relation claſhes with the 
other. For, firſt, How 'is it probable that ſo great a Monarch 
as Nebuc hadne xxar was, ſhould die fo obicurely, and be fo pri- 
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— P. 7. Jeboiachin from his Impriſonment. [Dan. iv. 29 


4139. 
4152. 


4¹54. 


—33. compar'd with Jer. lii. 31.] 

Nebuc haduc g gar, in this, or in the beginning of 
the next Vear, was reſtored to his Senſes and his 
Kingdom *, | | 

In this Year Nebuc haducg Sar died, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by his Son Evilmerodach, who reign'd from 
the time of his Father's Death about two Years “. 

In this Year, about the beginning of it, was E- 
vilmerodach ſlain by his Siſter's Husband Nerzglaſ- 
ſar, who conſpired againſt him, and reigned four 
Years ©. | 

About the ſame time, or a little before, died A. 


ſtyages before mention'd, and was ſucceeded by his 
Son Cyaxares, the Darius in Daniel. 


In the ſaid Vear, or in the beginning of the next, 
in the firſt Year of the fifty fifth Oùhympiad, the laid 


— — 


vately intert'd, as that his Princes ſhould not be ſatisfied of his 
being dead? And, ſecondly, How is it likely, if it were ſo, that 
Exilmerodach ſhould be deſign'd, or permitted to be his Father's 
Succeſſor, who was, according to the Tradition, impriſon'd by 
His Father, and in Priſon, at the time his Father died? The 
Truth ſeems to be this: The Jews, in St. Jerome's time, not 
knowing how to account for Evil/merodach's Kindneſs to Jeboi- 
achin, were for making him, without any Grounds, a Fellow 
Priſoner with him: whereas it was probable enough that Evil- 
merodach got ſuch Acquaintance with him before his Father's 
Diſtraction, by often viſiting him, as induced him to reſolve his 
Releaſe, ſo ſoon as the Management of Affairs ſhould come 
into his own Hands, which happen'd upon his Father's Expul- 
ion. And the thirty ſeventh Year of Jehoiachin's Captivity, ac- 
cording to the Account above given, falls in exactly with the 


firſt Year of his ſo reigning, agreeably to Sir John Marſham's 
fixing of it. Can. Chr. p. 553. 


a Dan. iv. b Foſ. con. Ap. I. 1. p.1344. © % ib, 
d Joſ. Ant. I, 10. p.463. 7 P. 1344 Jo. 1 
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Cyaxares having heard that there were great Pre- A. P. 7. 
parations made againſt him by the A//yriar, whole 
Deſign likewiſe was to invade Per/za, ſent to his 
Brother-in-law Camby/es, King of Perſia, for Aſ- 
ſiſtance. 

Upon which an Army of 31000 Per ſiaus, under 4155. 
the Command of Cyrus, Cambyſes's Son, was ſent 
into Media“. 
In this Year, both Sides came to an Engagement, 4158. 
in which fell Neriglaſſar, the King of Mria, and 
moſt of the braveſt Soldiers in his Army: And the 
reſt, who with Cre ſus King of Lyaia betook them- 
ſelves to their Tents, fled away in the Night . 
The next Day, Cyras being for purſuing the Ene- 
my, and Cyaxares being utterly againſt it, Affairs 
were ſo artfully managed, that moſt of the Mediſh 
Army went on the Purſuit with Gus; and could 
not afterwards, by any Threats or Menaces, be re- 
call'd by Cyaxares; who thereupon, with a hand- 
ful of Men only, return'd very highly diſſatisfied 

f into his own Kingdoms. 

a About the fame time Cyrus ſent for ſome more 

} Forces from Per/ia; and for ſeveral Years after- 
| wards, without having any regard to his Uncle, 

; who was raſh and indiſcreet, and not much regard- 

: ed by his own Subjects, carried on the War himſelf, 

in order to obtain the Empire and Riches of Aſia 

for himſelf and the Per ſiaus b. 

After Neriglaſſar, Laboroſdarchod, Son (accord- 
ing to Joſephus, and according to Beroſus*, as by 
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A. P. 7. him cited) to Neriglaſſar, was, being young, made 


4164. 


4166. 


King; who, becauſe he ſhew'd himſelf in ſeveral 
Particulars to be of very corrupt Manners, was ſlain 
by his Acquaintance, after a Reign of about nine 


Months, ending in the fourth Year, attributed b 


Ptolemy to Neriglaſſar® . 

Laboroſoarchod being dead, Nabonnidus, the 
Nabonnadius of Ptolemy, and the Belſhazzar of 
the Scriptures, was made * King; Son (as appears 
from Xenophon) to the King of Mhria, who was 
ſlain in the Battel before mention'd, who could be 
no other than Nerzg/affar. 

For, as to Evilmerodach, and Laboroſoarchod, 
they both (according to Beroſius) were ſlain, not 
by a foreign Enemy in Batre], but by thoſe at home 
who conſpired againſt them. 

In this Year, or the next, Cyrus return'd to the 
Boundaries betwixt the Medes and Aſſyrians, from 
whence he began the Expedition ; and was there 
join'd by the Forces he had ſent for from Per ſia, 
conſiſting of 40000 Men e. 

At the ſame Place a Reconciliation was made be- 
twixt Cyras and Cyaxares, who, after ſome conſide- 
rable time had been ſpent in making Preparations 
for farther carrying on the War, return'd with a third 
part of the Medes that Cyrus had in the Army in- 
to his own Kingdom, and left Cyrus to carry on the 
War himſelf F. 

In this Year, or the next, Cyrus ſet upon and 
overthrew the numerous Forces that from all Parts 


1 Fof. Con. Ap. J. I. p. 134. m Joſ. Ant. 1. 10. c. II. 
n 7%. J. 5. $. 4, 10. o L. 5. H. 29, 30. | 
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were gather'd together againſt him. Crefas him- A. P. J. 


ſelf, who commanded them, fled to Sardes; and 
in the Night all the Auxiliaries made what haſte 
they could home. Herein fulfilling {/azah's Pro- 
phecy concerning them , that every Man ſhould 
turn to his own People, and every one flee into his 
own Land. | 

The Day following Cyrus purſued Cra ſus, and 
the next Morning took Jardes *. 

After this, he put an end to a Civil War in Ca- 
ria, made the Græciaus Tributaries, conquer'd the 
greater Phrygta, and ſubdued the Cappadocians and 
Arabians *. © 

In ſhort, his Vidories, as related by Xenophon, 
were ſo many, ſo great, and fo caſily obtain'd, as 
would almoſt exceed Belict, were it not that God 
had for a long time before declared concerning him, 
* that he would gird him with Strength, and hold his 
Right Hand to ſubdue Nations before him ; that 
he would 4% n for him the Loins of Kings, [by 
enfeebling and diſpiriting them, ] that he would go 
before him, and make the crooked places ſtraight : 
[by removing all Impediments which might hinder 
the Progreſs of his Succeſs;] that he would break 
in pieces for him the Gates of Braſs, and cut a- 
ſunder the Bars of Iron; that he would give him 
the Treaſures of Darkneſs, and the hidden Riches 
of ſecret Places, [viz. ſuch immenſe Riches as had, 
been for a long time repoſited, and not ſeen the 
Light.] 


q Chap. xiii. 14. r L. 7. 4 f. 7. ad 11. 
s L.7. a f. 12. ad H. 22. © J. XIV. 1, 2, 355. 
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4¹75. 


4176. 


At laſt, in this Y car, in the“ ſeventeenth of Na- 
bonnidus, Cyrus ", having conquer'd the greateſt 
part of Aſia, appear'd with all his Forces, which 
were now very numerous, conſiſting of many difte- 
rent Nations and Kingdoms, before Babylon; and 
upon viewing it, he found the Walls of ſuch a vaſt 
Heighth and Breadth, as to be impregnable; and 
that it was as well defended by a River which run 
through it, (being no leis than about four Yards 
deep, and a quarter of a Mile 3 as by its Walls. 

Reſolving therefore to cut off all Proviſions from 
the City, and to ſtarve it into a Surrender, he cau- 
ſed a prodigious broad and deep Trench to be made 
quite round the Walls, leaving only ſuch Places at 
the River as were ſufficient for Fortreſſes; and find- 
ing that the Beſieged were furniſhed with Proviſions 
for a great many Vears, he divided his Army into 
twelve Parts, and aſſign'd a Month to each Part for 
keeping Guard. 

In this Vear, in the ſecond Vear of the Siege, 
Cyrus, hearing of a certain Feſtival approaching, 
(which fell out) in Auguſt, or September, about a 
Month before, or exactly at the Expiration of the 
ſeventy Tears of Jerulalem's Deſolations, during 
which time it was the Cuſtom of the Babylonians to 
drink and reyel all Night, took with him, ſo ſoon as 
the Evening of that Day was paſt, and it grew to be 
dark, a faicient Number of Men, and opening the 


2 


* 


u Joſ. Ap. I. t. p. 1344. W Yo. ibid. 

x Herodotus, I. 1. Lydiat's Can. Chr. p. 26. 

Arbenæus J. 15. Why Prolemy fixes the firſt of Cyrus in the 
Year 4175, will be accounted for in the Obſervations on his 
Canon, at the end of this Treatiſe. - 
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Head of rhe Trenches next to the River, let the A P. J. 


Water run into them; upon which the River in a 
few Hours became foidable: By this means Cyrus 
and his Army found an Entrance into the City ; the 
Gates of the City leading to the River being that 
Night, through Carelcine's, left open; or elſe, if 
they had been ſhut, and the Babylonians had either 
before heard, or been ſenſible of Cyras's Deſign, not 
one of his Army (as Herodotus * obſerves) could 
poſſibly have eſcaped. 

The City being enter'd, Cyrus made what haſte 
he could to the Palace, and meeting with the Guards 
there placed, fell upon them and flew them. 

The Noiſe of a Tumult thereby occaſion'd being. 
heard within the Palace, ſome were feat by the King 
ro know the Occaſion of it; and ſo ſoon as they had 
open'd the Gates, Gadates and Gobrias, two Aſſy- 
7141 Noblemen, who had been highly injured by the 
King, and had for that Reaſon fevolted ro Cyrus, 
and conduQted him in this Enterprize, ruſh'd in with 
their Attendants upon them, and purſued them to 


the very Place where the King was; whom in an: 
ere Poſture, with his Sword drawn, they ſlew, 


rogether with his Lords, and thoſe who were carou- 
fing with him: agreeably to what is ſaid of Bel. 


ſhazzar in Daniel *, that he was ſlain in the ver 
Night of that Day, in which he made a Feaſt for 4 


thouſand of his Lords, and drank Wine with them, 
his Wives and Concubines, in Contempt of the God 


of T/rael, out of the ſacred Veſſels of the Temple 


which was at Jeralalem, and by way of Triumph, 
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2 L. 1. p. 88. Dan. v. 
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4. P. J. praiſed his Gods of Gold, of Braſs, of Iron, and of 


Jer. Chap. 50. V. 38. li. 31, 32, 39, 57. 


Wood and Stone b. . 

The Palace being taken, and the King ſlain, the 
whole City in the Morning furrender'd to russ. 
And thus what God had foretold by [/azah, was 
moſt exactly accompliſh'd, viz. that the Deep 
[the great River Euphrates) ſhould be dry; and 
that he Gates ſhould not be ſhut ; that ſuch a /ud- 
den Deſolation ſhould come on the Babylonians as 
they were not aware of; and that Babylon ſhould 
become Pools of Water *. 

In like manner Jeremiah, agreeably to Xeno- 


phon's Relation, foretold, that the /Yaters ſhould 


be dried up, the Paſſages ſtopp'd, the Reeds burnt 
with Fire, and the Men of War affrighted: That 
one Meſſenger ſhould run to meet another, to ſhew 
the King of Babylon, that his City was taken at 
one end; and thar her Princes, her Wiſe Men, her 
Captains, her Rulers, and her mighty Men, ſhould 
be made drunk, and that they ſhould ſleep a per- 
Petual Sleep, and not awake *. 

Upon the taking of Babylon, Cyrus could not but 
in a very ſhort time hear of the Hand writing on 
the Wall, and Daniel's Interpretation of it, and 


would no doubt have a Curioſity to ſee him. Up- 


on which, Danzel, being brought in before him, 
would not fail ro acquaint him with Zeremza/'s, and 
1/atah's Propheſies, concerning his taking of Babylon, 
and the very Stratagem for the effecting of it, which 
had been then uſed : And particularly he would in- 


r 


b. Xen. I. 7. $. 22, 13. c bid. H. 24. 
d. If. xliv. 27. Xlv. 1. xlvii. 11. Xiv. 23. 


form 


the Ninth Chapter of DANIEL. 49 


form him, how the latter had propheſied of him by A. P. J. 
Name, above 100 Years before his Birth; and that | 
God had declared concerning him, that he ſhould 
releaſe the Fews from their Servitude, and cauſe the 
Rebuilding of their Temple. 
14 Shortly after the taking of Babylon, ſo ſoon as 
4 the beſt of the Houſes had been divided amongſt 
3 thoſe who had ſhewn themſelves the moſt couragi- 
ous in the Undertaking, and Servitude had been re- 
quired of the Babylonzians t, even as they had re- 
quired Servitude of the Fews, and Affairs were ful- 
ly ſettled, Cyrus took a Journey into Media to ſee 
his Uncle, whom upon his Arrival he acquainted, 
that there was 8 a Palace and a Principality ſet apart 
for him in Babylon; and then preſented him with a 
great many other very valuable Gifts. Upon which 
Cyaxares, in return, preſented him with a Crown of 
Gold, [thereby acknowledging him as King, in Con- 
junction with himſelf, of the Babylon;h Empire,] 
and offer'd him his Daughter in Marriage, with all 
Media, after his Deceaſe, for her Portion; he ha- 
ving no Son to ſucceed him: from Media, Cyrus 
went to Perſia, and was allow'd by his Father as 
King of the Empire he had gain'd b. 
3 After a ſhort Stay he return'd to Media, where 
0 he married his Kinſwoman, and immediately after 
4 return'd to Babylon; taking, as appears from Da- 
niet, Cyaxares (who accepted of his Offer) alon 
with him. For it is faid of Darius the Son of A. 


Jer. XXV. 14. 


According to Beroſus, in Joſ. Ant. l. 10. p. 46. there were | 
two Palaces at this time in Bath lon. 


h Xen. 24. H. 24. J. 7. ad 5. 39. L 8. i Xen. J. 8. §. 39. 
H haſuerus, 
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I (+ A. P. J. haſuerns, Dan. v. 31. compared with Dan. V. I. ö 
| } nn =2þ accepit Regnum, that he received or | 

y accepted of the Kingdom, and that he was made King | 
10 over the Realm of the Chaldeans, vis. from and 
| by Cyrus, as is plain from Xenophon. | 

| Cyaxares therefore, or the Darius in Danzel, 
having fo accepted of the Kingdom, and being fo 
made King, was reſpected as ſuch; tho' in reality. 
Cyrus only was King thereof, as having the chief 
Management of Affairs, a Palace in Babylon to him- 
ſelf, and who beſides reign'd over that City, and all 
the other parts of the Empire, in Conjunction with 
him. | 

From the Arrival of Darius at Babylon, and his 
being made King, Danze! dates the firſt Year of his 
Reign. And then, as Babylon had been taken by 
Cyrus, a* Mede by the Mother's Side, and a Per- 
ſiau by his Father's, with an Army conſiſting chief- 
ly of Medes and Perſians, and the Houſes and 
Lands had been immediately, upon its being taken, 
divided amongſt them; ſo the whole Kingdom was 
in a more remarkable manner divided between the 
Medes and Perſians, Darius and Cyrus reigning 
together over it. 

And though Cyrus in effect retain'd the fame 
Power as before, yet out of Reſpect to Darius as 
his Uncle and Father. in- law, and whole Kingdom of 
Media he was to have after his Deceaſe, he allow'd 
him the Title in great meaſure of his Conqueſts; 
and order d that Affairs, though chiefly managed by 
himſelf, ſhould be carried on for the moſt part in 
his Name. And foraſmuch as rus was at belt no 
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k Aen. Cyr. l. 1. H. 1. 
more 
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more than an Aſliſtant ro, and Commander under, 4 P. b 
Darius, hence was it, that, though Cyrus was to be 
the Perſon who ſhould command the Reſtoration of 
the Fews, and the Rebuilding of Feru/alem, yet in 
the Hand-writing on the Wall, the Medes have the 
Preference given them, in being named before the 
Perſians. | 
After Darius had accepted of the Kingdom, Da- 
niel gives an Account of his /erting 120 Princes o- 
ver the whole Realm, and over theſe three Preſs- 
dente, of whom Daniel was firſt, becauſe an ex- 
cellent Spirit was in him. | 
In like manner, agrecably to what has been ſaid 
of Cyrnus's and Dærius's reigning together over the 
Realm of the Chaldeans, Xenophon relates, how 
_ Cyrus, upon his coming from Media to Babylon, 
ſet Princes over the ſeveral Provinces he ſub- 
Cyrus likewiſe (as the ſame Hiſtorian adds) gave 
TnftruQtions to the faid Princes, to get all things in 
Readineſs for an Expedition the next Year *. 
Darius, after his having been made King, ſtay'd 4177. 
but a ſhort time in Babylon; and returning to Me- 
dia, took the Prophet Daniel along with him, where 
he was ſhortly after caſt into the Lion's Den ®. 
About the ſame time that Darius left Babylon, 
Cyrus, with a very great Army, march'd againſt 
Syria and Ag ypt®. 
In this Expedition, paſſing through Judæa, he 
could not but, upon viewing the Deſolations of the 
Land, recolle& what he had been before inform'd 


1 1 Dan. vi. 1,2, 3. m Ken. I. 8. g. . n Ken. 1.8. H. 41. 
: f 9 Joſ. Ant. J. 10. p. 463. p Aen. I. 8. F. 44. 


: 1 H 2 of; 


52 A Chronological Eſſay on 


A P. J. of; and being thereupon moved by the God of 1/- 
rael, the true God, to perform what had been beſore 
foretold of him, he immediately, being then King 
of Perſia, either as reigning with his Father Cam- 
by/es, or elle, as reigning alone, upon the account 
of his Father's being lately dead, ſent an Expreſs to 
Babylon, with a Proclamation to be publiſhed 
throughout all his Kingdom, for the Reſtoration of 
the Jets, and a Decree for the Rebuilding of the 
Temple, with Orders for reſtoring the ſacred Veſ- 
ſels which Nebuchaduezzar had at ſeveral times 
taken from thence, and carried to Babylon d. 

This wonderful Act of the Divine Providence, 
it's remarkable, was long before foreſeen, and in a 


very lively manner deſcribed by the Prophet Iſaiah, 


in the following Words: | 

Chap. lii. V. 1. Awake, awake, put on thy Strength, 
O Zion : put on thy beautiful Garments, O Je- 
ruſalem, the holy City. | 

v. 2. Shake thy ſelf from the Duſt ; ariſe, and 
ſit down, O Jeruſalem: looſe thy ſelf from the 
Bands of thy Neck, O Captive Daughter of 
Lion. 

y.3. For thus ſaith the Lord, ye have ſold your 
ſelves for nought: and ye ſhall be redeemed 
without Money *. 

And then, with reſpect to the Meſſenger firſt diſ- 
patch'd by Cyrus, or the ſeveral Heralds by Virtue 
of his Orders ſent throughout the Kingdom, it fol- 
lows, | | 

y.7. How beautiful upon the Mountains are the 

Feet of him that bringeth good Tidings, that 
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q Exr. i. and vi. r Vid. xlv. 13. 
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* 


Good, that publifheth Salvation, that ſaith un- 
to Lion, thy God reigneth /! 

V. 8. Thy Watchmen ſhall lift up the Voice, with 
the Voce together ſhall they ; : for they ſhall 
ſee Ihe to Eye, when the Lord ſhall bring a- 
gain Lion. 

v. 9. Break forth into Joy, ſing together, ye waſte 
Places of Jeruſalem: for the Lord hath com- 
forted his People, he hath redeemed Jeruſalem. 

Ar the going forth of the ſaid Decrce in the firſt 
of Cyrus, and in the firſt of Darius, as reigning to- 
gether over the Realm of the Chaldeans, and, as it 
is molt probable, towards the end of their ſaid firſt 
Year; Danzet being in Media, and ignorant of 
what was done, and finding by Zeremiah's Prophe- 
cy, that rhe ſeventy Tears by him foretold were 
paſt, and that though God at the end thereof had 
puniſhed the Baby/onians, he had not however ſo 
viſited his People, as to caule their Return; he in 
Prayer confeſſed his Sin, and the Sins of his People 
Iſrael; earneſtly entreating, that God would cauſe 
his Face to ſhine upon his Sanctuary, which was de- 
folate ; that he would behold their Delolations, and 
the Ciry call'd by his Name ; that he would hear 
the Prayer of his Servant; that he would forgive his 
People; and for his own fake perform their Reſto- 
ration, and defer it not: And before Even his Peti- 
tions were fully ended, an Angel appear'd, and told 
him, that at the very beginning of his Supplications 
the Decree in Bchalf of the Fews went forth; and 
ſo a full Anſwer was return'd to his Prayer. 

But, becauſe Daniel was highly in Fayour with 
God, the ſaid Angel was moreover to give him _ 

and. 


publiſheth Peace, that bringeth good Tidings of A. Y. J. 
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F. and Underſtanding in Matters of the higheſt Impor- 


4178. 


tance, as the Coming of the Meſſias; his Death, 
and the Time of it; his Reſurrection, and the final 
Deſtruction of the Fews ; and thereupon he informed 


him of the ſeventy Wees, and what upon their Ac- 
compliſhment ſhould befal the Jewiſh Nation. Up- 


on which Dane! immediately committed the Pro- 
phecy to Writing, and placed the Date of it, and the 
Decree which went forth, not in the firſt of Cyrus, 
but in the fir ft of Darius; becauſe he lived in Me- 
dia under him. Whereas Ezrah, who lived in Ba- 
bylon, and long after the time of the ſaid Darius, 
places the going forth of the Decree in behalf of 
the Jews, in the firſt of Cyrus; becauſe he was the 
Perſon who iſſued it out, and was moreover the 
Founder of the Per/zan Empire. 

In this Year, thoſe of the Captivity who made 
the firſt Return, arrived at Feruſ/alem; and towards 


the beginning of the fifth, or fixth Month of the 
Fews. 


For the Decree in their Behalf, going forth to- 


wards the end of the firſt Year of Cyrus from his 


raking Babylon, ſome time muſt be allow'd for the 


Publication of the Decree throughout all the King- 
dom, and for the Preparation of the Fews for their 
Journey, which in Winter it cannot be ſuppoſed 


they would enter upon; (they being not to leave 
* Babylon in haſte) and therefore they would ſtay 
there till about the beginning of their feſt Month in 
the next Year, vig. in this Year of the Julian Pe- 


riod 4178. 
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For about that time of the Year it was that Ar- A P. Fo 


mies were wont to take the Field; and ZEzrah at- 
rerwards, in the Reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
ſer out from Babylon, with thoſe of the — 
who made % laſt Return, on the firſt Day of the 
firſt Month Niſan, and on the firſt Day of the fifth 


Month, arrived at Feruſ/alem, which was but a. 


ſhort © time for ſo long a Journey. 

Having now given, from the Scripture, and the 
beſt Hiſtorians, ſuch a Chronological Account of the 
Jewiſh, Agyptiau, Medo-Perſian, and Babylo- 


niſh Affairs, from the fourth of Jehoiakim, to the 
Arrival at Jeruſalem of thole of the Captivity who 
made the firſt Return, as is in every reſpect agree- 
able to the end and beginning of the ſeventy Tears 
Defolations as above fix d. I ſhall proceed, from 


the Occaſion and Number of the ſaid Vears, to de- 
duce the Nature of the ſeventy Weeks, having firſt 


ſhewn in the next Chapter where the ſaid Weeks, 


according to the Prophecy concerning them, were 
to end. 


t Ex, Vil. 8, 9. 
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C HAP. IV. 
Of the End of the Seventy Weeks. 


CNEVERAL eminent Writers are for having the 
ſeventy Weeks end at the Death of our Savi- 


Ou. | 


Bat that they do not there end, will, I think, 
plainly appear, from the following Reaſons : 

Firſt, The Prophecy is expreſs, that after ſix- 
ty nine Weeks, the Meſſias was to be cut off. 
Which ſhews indeed that the Meſſias was to 
be pur to Death ſome time in the laſt Week, bur 
not that the laſt Week ſhould terminate in hi 
Death. 

Secondly, Though the Meſſias was to be cut off af. 
ter the ſixty ninth Week, yet it is farther ſaid in 
the Prophecy, that Death ſhould not long pre- 
vail over him; and that zn one Week, viz. the 
laſt, he ſhould make a firm Covenant with many. 
Which ſeems to intimate, that though the Me/- 
ſias was to be cut off in the ſeventieth Week, yet 
that Even in the ſaid Week, after his being cut 
off, there ſhould be ſomething farther done by 
him, in relation to his making a firm Covenant 
with many. 

Accordingly, though our Saviour by his Preach- 
ing and Miracles had gained many Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers ; though the Evangelical Covenant was de- 
dicated with his own Blood, which he ſhed on 
the Croſs, (as the old Covenant was not dedicated 


without 
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without Blood,) yet all that he had ſaid and done, 
as to retaining thoſe his Diſciples and Followers, 
would have been ineffectual, if he had not riſen 
from the Dead. 

Before his Reſurrection, the two Diſciples that 
were going to Emmaus, thew'd their Diffidence in 
ſaying, they truſted he had been the Perſon 
who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael : But if he had 
not riſen according to what he had foretold, they 
would have been apt to have concluded him an Im- 

oſtor. 

The forty Days therefore of our Lord's being on 
Earth from the time he broke looſe from the Grave, 
during which he pate to his Diſciples of the 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, and gave 
a full Commiſſion to his Apoſtles, to go and make 


Diſciples to him of all Nations, by 4aptizing them 


into the Belief of the Sacred Trinity, and on the laſt 
of which Days he aſtended into Heaven, are un- 
doubtedly to be included in the Term of the ſeven- 
ty Weeks. 

But farther; foraſmuch as our Lord, on the Day 
of his Aſcenſion, had enjoin'd his Apoſtles not to 
depart from Jeruſalem, but to wait there till the 
Performance of his Promiſe of ſending the Holy 
Ghoſt, aſſuring them, that in a few Days they 
ſhould be baptized with that Bleſſed Spirit, they 
would have been inclined to think, if that his Pro- 


miſe had not been fulfill'd, that they had been im- 


poſed upon and deceived, even in the infallible 
Proofs which he gave them of the Reality of his 


— 


a At i. 3, 8. 
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Reſurrection and Aſcenſion ; and that rhe great 
Work of Man's Redemption was not accomplith'd. 

For this Reaſon therefore, the Day on which the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon the Apoſtles, when they 
were endow'd with the Gift of Languages, and 
preach'd the Word with ſuch Boldneſs and Succels, 
as to convert three thouſand Souls, belongs to the 
Term of the ſeventy Wees. 

The ſaid Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
our Saviour's Promiſe, fully ſhew'd, that the Sacri- 
fice which he had made of himſelf on the Crols, 
and which he afterwards preſented before God in 
Heaven, (in Conformity to the High Pricſt's carry- 
ing the Blood of the Sacrifice on the Day of Expia- 
tion into the Holy of Holies,) was accepted of by 
God; and that a ſufficient Satisfaction and Arttone- 
ment was made for Sin; and that there was no lon- 
ger. any need of the Sacrifices of the Law; and fo 
confirm'd his Apoſtles and Diſciples in the Truth of 
all that he had faid and done, as that no Threats, 
Perſecutions or Torments, nor even Death itlelf, 
could ever daunt or terrify them. And their Words 
were attended with ſuch an irreſiſtible Force, as all 
their Enemies were not able to anſwer : And their 
painful Labours in the Miniſtry were crown'd with 
ſuch Succeſs, that the Goſpel, before the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem by Titus, was publiſh'd and enter- 
tain'd throughout the World. 

So that on the Day of the Deſtent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, a firm Covenant was in an eminent manner 
made, not only with the Apoſtles, and thole of the 
Jews that had before, or then embraced Chriſt iani- 
ty, but virtually alſo with all, who ſhould at any 


time 


3 


4 
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time embrace it afterwards, even until the end of 
the World. Bur, 

Thirdly, The Prophecy not only aſſerts, that the 
Meſſias ſhould make a firm Covenant with many of 
the Zews in one Week, but likewiſe that in the 
middle of the faid Week, he ſhould cauſe the Sacri- 
fice and Oblation to ceaſe; which he did, as will 
be afterwards ſhewn, by the Sacrifice of himſelf up- 
on the Croſs; which being by him offered up in the 
nineteenth Year (as it's now univerſally agreed on) 
of Tiberius, in the Year of the Julian Period 4746, 
and at the time of the Paſſover, in the firſt Month 
of the Jews in the ſaid Year; the end of the laſt 
Week cqual to ſeven Years, will be three Tears 
and an half afterwards, vig. in the end of the ſixth 
Month of the Jews, in the Year of the Julian 
Period 4749. 
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Of the Nature and Beginning of the Seventy 
Weeks. 


AVING ſhewn that he /eventy Tears of 
Jeruſalem's Delolations, foretold by Jere- 

miah, (during which the Land of Judææ lay deſo- 
late and untill'd) ended at the Death of Belſhag gar; 
and that in the Year following the Decree was iſſu- 
ed out by Cyrus for the Releaſe of the Jeu, in the 


firſt Year of his Reign, and in the firſt Year of Da- 


rius, as reigning together with him over the Realm 
of the Chaldzans; (from the going forth of which 
Decree there were to be no more for the Accom- 
pliſhment of the Event mention'd than /eventy 
Weeks;) and having withal ſhewn where the ſeyen- 
ty Weeks end, I ſhall now proceed to advance, 
what I conceive to be a new and ſatisfactory Inter- 
pretation of the ſaid Weeks; ſuch as ſhall be conſi- 
ſtent with the ſacred Oracles, and the Number of 
Years in Prolemy's Canon; and by which the Jews, 
within leſs than eighty Years after Daniel's Deceaſe, 


might certainly know the exact time when they 
ſhould end. And, 


Firſt, The ſaid Weeks are not I preſume equal (as 


they have been hitherto by moſt reckon'd) to 


four hundred and ninety Years, but to fue hun- 
ared. This may be thus proved. 


The Reaſon of the ſeventy Years Deſolations 
of Feruſalem foretold by Feremiah, during which 
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the whole Land was to be deſolate and untill'd, 
was, becauſe the Zews, . contrary to a Law given 
them by God, had not let their Land reſt from Til- 
lage for ſeventy Sabbatical Years. 

The Law concerning Sabbatical Tears, was given 
them by God in the Wilderneſs, and was * not to be 
obligatory till their Entrance into Canaan. But up- 
on their Entrance into Canaan ®, fix Years they were 
to ſow rheir Fields, and to prune their Vineyards, 
and to gather the Fruit thereof. But the ſeventh 
Year was to be a Sabbath of Reſt unto the Land, 


[even as the ſeventh Day was to be a Sabbath of Reſt 


unto the People that inhabited the Land,] 4 Sab- 
bath for the Lord; in which they were neither to 


ſow their Fields, nor prune their Vineyards ; that 


which grew of its own accord of their Harveſt 
they were not to reap; neither were they to ga- 
ther their Grapes of their Vine undreſi d; for it 
was to be a Tear of Reſt unto the Land. And the 
Sabbath of the Land was to be Meat for them, 


and their Servants, and for the Rn that ſo- 


attle ſhould 
all the Increaſe thereof be Meat. 

And they were to zumber [from their coming in- 
to the Land] /even Sabbaths of Tears nnto them, 
ſeventy ſeven Tears; and the Space of the ſeven 
Sabbaths of Tears, was to be unto them forty and 
nine Tears. Then [at the end of the faid forty and 
nine Years] they were to cauſe the Trumpet of the 
Jubilee to ſonnd on the tenth Day of the ſeventh 
Month; im the Day of Attonement they were to 
make the Trumpet found throughout all their Land. 


_— —_ 
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And they were to hallow the fiftieth Tear, and 
proclaim Liberty throughout all the Land, unto 
all the Inhabitants thereof: It was to be a Jubilee 
unto them, and they were to return every Mau un- 
to his Poſſeſſton, and every Man unto his Family. 
Jubilee was that fiftieth Tear to be unto them ; 
they were not to ſow, neither to reap that which 
grew of itſelf, neither were they to gather in the 
Grapes of their Vine undreſs d. For it was to be 
the Jubilee, it was to be holy unto them; and the 
 Taucreaſe thereof they were to eat out of the Field. 
Now in relation to this Law it is to be obſerved, 

1. That though the Fews were not thereby allow- 
ed to {ow or reap that which grew of itſelf in the 

_ fiftzeth Tear, any more than in the ſeventh; yer 
that the ſaid fiftieth Year is not call'd as the ſe- 
venth is, a Sabbath of Reſt unto the Land, a 
Sabbath for the Lord; and therefore the /eventh 
Zear is by the Fews and others, by way of Di- 
ſtinction from the Year of Jubilee, term'd the 
Sabbatical Lear. 

2. That this Law had been tranſgreſs'd by the 
Jews, not with reſpect to Tears of Jubilee, but 
Sabbatical Tears only. And laſtly, 

3. By this Law it is evident, that /evern Sabbaths 

of Tears are the ſame as /even Weeks of Tears; 
even as /even Sabbath of Days are the fame with 
ſeven Weeks of Days. 
From theſe Premiſes it will clearly follow, 

. That the ſeventy Sabbatical Tears in which the 
Jeu had not let their Land reſt from Tillage, 
(as according to the foreſaid Law they ought to 
have done,) were the Sabbatical Years of ſeven- 
ty Weeks, preceding thoſe ſeventy Vears, 

whic 
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which the Land of Judæa lay deſolate and un- 
till'd, to the end it might enjoy as many Years of 
Reſt, as it had been deprived of: And that there- 
fore, 

2. The ſeventy Weeks in the Prophecy, which 
were next to enſue after the Expiration of the ſaid 
ſeventy Years, muſt be of the very ſame Nature 
with thoſe ſeventy Weeks which preceded; the 
Sabbatical Years of which not being kept, accord- 
ing as they ought to have been, occaſion'd the 
ſaid ſeventy Tears Deſolations : And that there- 
fore, | 

3. The ſeventy Weeks in the Prophecy, which 
were next to enſue after the end of the ſaid ſeven- 
ty Ycars, being of the very ſame Nature with ſe- 
venty Weeks preceding the ſaid Years, the ſeven- 
ty Weeks in the Prophecy muſt be equal to ve 
hundred Tears : Becauſe after every ſeven Weeks, 
or a Week of Weeks, equal to forty nine Years, 
a Year for the Jubilee, the fiftieth Year was to 
follow, before another Week of Weeks began. 
According to which the ſaid Weeks muſt neceſſa- 
rily have ten Jubilees, and fo amount to five hun- 
dred Years. 

For in five hundred Years there is ten times fif- 
ty, and therefore ten Jubilees ; which being ſub- 
ſtracted, there remain four hundred and ninety Years ; 
in which there is ſeventy times ſeven, and therefore 
ſeventy Sabbatical Years; which being conjoin'd to 
their four hundred and twenty working Years, and 
to their foreſaid Number of Jubilees, make up /e- 
venty Weeks, amounting to five hundred Tears. 
And, agrecably to this, the Zews, in computing 


Time 
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Time by Jubilees, which was as © uſual amongſt 
them, as counting by O/ymprads amongſt the Græ- 
cians*, with each Jubilee reckon'd, a Week of 
Weeks. 8 
But ſome are of Opinion, that there were Mech 
of Tears obſerv'd by the Fews in their Computa- 
tion of Time, before the foreſaid Law was given 
them by God; and that there was no Jubilce an- 
nex'd then to the end of the ſeventh Week, or for- 
ty ninth Year; and that therefore the ſeventy Weeks 
in the Prophecy might be of the ſame Nature with 
ſuch Weeks, and ſo amount to no more than four 
hundred and ninety Years. And their Reaſon why 
there were ſuch Weeks obſerv'd by the Fews, is, 
becauſe /even Tears are, according to them, call'd 
a Week, in Gen. xxix. 18. compar'd with Y. 27. 
And that therefore as ſeven Years made a Week of 
Years, even as ſeven Days made a Week of Days; 
ſo in like manner, ſeventy Weeks of Years would 
amount to no more than four hundred and ninety 
Years; even as ſeventy Wecks of Days would a- 


mount. to no more than four hundred and ninety 


Days. | 
To which it's anſwer'd, 
1. That the Nature of the ſeventy Weeks in the 


c Hoſpin, de Orig. Feſt. c.9. 

d Annus Fubilens non oritur vel exſurgit ex ſupputatione annorum 
ſeptimanæ. Sed annas 49 erat Sabbathicus, & annus quinquageſi- 
mus primus erat Jubilæus. Atque annus quinquageſimus primus erat 
initium 6 annorum ſeptimane & ſic obtinebat in omni Jubilæo. 
Maim. Tract. Schem. Vejobel. c. x. 7. Vid. Melch. Leidekke- 
rum de Repub. Hebræorum. Vol. I. pagg. 323, 324, &c. Where 
he fully proves, that the fiftieth Year, and not the forty ninth, 
was the Year of Jubilee; and ſatisfactorily anſwers all Obje- 
tions to the contrary. 


Prophecy 
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Prophecy is ſo determin'd by the occaſion of the 
' ſeventy Years Deſolations, as that the ſaid ſeven- 
ty Weeks muſt be of the very ſame kind with the 
Weeks enjoin'd to be obſery'd by the foreſaid 
Law; and that therefore the ſaid ſeventy Weeks 
muſt amount to five hundred Years. But, 

2. Though ſeven Years, as it is by all allow'd, 
make a Week of Years, yet that they do ſo, can- 
not be proved from the Texts cited in Geneſis. 

For the fulfilling her Week mention'd in V. 27. 
plainly relates, as St. Auſtin and others have ex- 
pounded it, to Jacob's keeping the Marriage Fe- 
ſtival of ſeven Days with relation to Leah, whom 
Laban had impoſed upon him inſtead of Rachel, 
for whom he had ſery'd ſeven Years. For Jacob, 
by keeping the ſaid Feſtival, would thereby own 
2 as his Wife; and that he might be induced 
to do ſo, Laban promiſed, that he would give 
him Rachel alſo at the end of it, for the Service 
wherewith he ſhould ſerve with him yet other 
ſeven Vears. 

Upon which it's ſaid, V. 28. that Jacob fulfill d 
her Week, vis. Leab's; and that then Laban 
gave him his Daughter Rachel to Wife alſo. And 
Y. 30. that after that, Jacob ſerv'd Laban for 
Rachel (even Years; and after the end of thoſe 
Years, ſix Years more for his Cattle; the Years 
of his ſerving Laban in all being twenty Years. 
Chap. xxxi. V. 38, 41. So that the Week before 
mention'd, which Jacob was to fulfil, was not a 
Week of Tears, but of Days. Therefore, 

3. Since the Week mention'd in Gene/zs was not a 
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Week of Years, but of Days, the Inference above 
given, deduced from the ſaid Paſſage, is of no 
Force; and is beſides directly contrary to the be- 
fore-mention'd Law in Leviticus; where, and no 
where elſe in Scripture, is there an Account given 
of Weeks of Tears. 

Seventy Weeks of Years, indeed, abſtractedly 
conſider'd, amount to no more than 490 Years: But 
they are not to be fo conſider'd here; but, as ac- 
cording to the Law, attended by their Jabilees; 
and fo rogether amounting to five hundred Years. 
The ſeventy Weeks therefore in the Prophecy 


thus amounting to fve hundred Tears, one would 
be apt at firſt Sight to conclude, that from the going 


forth of the Decree for the Reſtoration of the Fews 
in the firſt of Cyrus and Darius, to the end of three 
Years and an half after our Saviour's Death, there 
were no more than five hundred Years. 

And could the Number of Years from the firſt of 
Cyrus, to the twenty ſecond of the Roman Empe- 
ror Tiberius, as aſſign'd by Prolemy in his Canon, 
be prov'd to be falſe, there might from various Au- 


thors, diſagreeing one from another, be collected, 


the aforeſaid Term of five hundred Vears. 

But, foraſmuch as there are by Prolemy's Canon, 
(which is founded upon the Calculation of Eclipſes) 
from the going forth of Cyrxs's Decree in the Year 
of the Julian Period 4177, to the ſeventh Month of 
the Jews in the twenty ſecond of Tiberius, when 


the ſeventy Weeks ended, ue hundred and ſeventy 

7wo Tears, and ſomewhat more. I ſhall ſhew, 

Secondly, That there were not however in rhe ſaid 
{pace of Time, any more than /eventy Weeks. 
For, 


I. There 
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I. There were about five hundred and ſeventy one 
Years before the going forth of Cyrus's Decree 
for the Releaſe of the 22 in which there were 
no more than ſeventy Weeks. For, 

I. The ſeventy Tears Deſolations of Jeruſalem, 
during which the whole Land of Judæa lay un- 
till'd, were, amongſt other Reaſons, brought upon 
the ZFews, (according to what had been for above 
nine hundred Years before denounced) for Tranſ- 
greſſion of their Duty, in not having let their Land 
reſt from Tillage for ſeventy Sabbatical Years, 
v. the Sabbatical Years of ſeventy Weeks pre- 
ceding, either as regularly preceding one another, 
or ell at different Times; to the end that their 

Land, during the ſaid ſeventy Years of Feruſa- 

lem's Deſolations, might enjoy the exact Number 

of Vears of Reſt, which before, in the ſaid ſe- 
venty Weeks preceding, it had been deprived of. 

So that the ſaid ſeventy Vears Deſolations were 

to the Land, in Fact, inſtead of thoſe ſeventy 

Vears of Reſt, which in the ſeventy preceding 

Weeks it ſhould have had; and are therefore to 

be conſider'd, as fo conjoin'd to the ſaid Weeks, 

4 as with them to make up a Period of ue hun- 

1 dred and ſeventy Tears, in which there were no 
more than juſt ſeventy Weeks. 

2. The Time of Jeruſalem's Deſolations was not 
to be computed by Weeks, but Tears. And 
therefore in Feremzah's Prophecy it is not ſaid, 
that the whole Land of Judæa ſhould lie deſolate 
nine Weeks and fix Day, (equal to ſeventy Years) 
but only ſeventy Tears. So that the faid Years 
conſiſting not of Weeks but ſingle Years, to make 
amends to the Land for * Loſs of ſeventy _ 
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Reſt in the ſeventy Weeks preceding, they did 
not, in being annex'd to the ſaid Weeks, increaſe 
the Number of them as Weeks, but only the Num- 
of the Years of the ſaid Weeks, when conſider'd 
in no other view than as Years ; the Land having. 
no more Jabbaths in five hundred and ſeventy. 
Years, than it ſhould have had in five hundred. 
3. The Law concerning Weeks was given to the 
Feu, to be by them obſerved, with *reſpe& on- 
ly to the Land of Canaau. 
When therefore the Jews, in the eleventh of 
Zedekiah, were carry'd away out of the Land 


which God had given them, the Obſervation of 


Weeks, and Computation by them, neceſſarily 
ceas'd. And, 


4. Agreeably to what has been ſaid, s Maimonides 


aſſerts, (as a _ well known and allow'd of, ] 
that'the countin 


the Temple was deſtroy'd by Nebuchadnezzar. 
5. Foraſmuch as the counting by Weeks ceas'd 
when the Temple was deſtroy d by. Nebuchadnez- 


Sar, and the Law concerning Weeks was not to 


. 
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f Lev. XXV, 2. 


2 Maimon. verba ex Hebrzo in Latin. Verſa per Gul. Henr. 
Vorſt. C. F. ſunt quæ ſequuntur, 


17 Jubilæos numeraverant Iſraelitæ a tempore, quo ingreſſi fuerant 


terram, uſque dum exiverunt. Aunus autem quo egreſſi ſunt, cum 


exciſum ſuit Templum (primum, erat in exitu ſeu fine ſeptimi anni, 


& annus 36 Fubilei, — Poſiquam autem de vaſtatum fuit Tem- 
plum, periit quoque hic computus, quia abolitus fuerat, Hinc terra 
relicta ſuit deſerta 70 annis, Vid. Gul. Hen. V. in Obſervat. in 
R. D. Ganz. Chronologiam p. 210. | 


be 


8 — 8 . 
„ Af 


y Sabbatical Tears, and Tears 
of Jubilee [and therefore by Wees] ceas'd, when 
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be obligatory whilſt the Zews were out of the 
Land of Canaan, it will follow, that the Obſer- 
vation of Weeks could not be renew'd again, till 
the Jews were arrived in Judæa; and that there- 
fore in the time of about five hundred and ſevent 
one Years, before the going forth of Cyrus's De- 
cree for the Reſtoration of the eus, there were 
no more than juſt ſeventy Weeks. 

Since therefore there were about five hundred 
: and ſeventy one Years before the Date of the Pro- 

. phecy of the _"_ Weeks, in which there were 

: no more than juſt ſeventy Weeks, it will follow, 
| that, if from the Date of Cyrzs's Decree, there were to 
| 

| 


the end of three Years and an half after our Saviour's 
Death about five hundred and ſeventy two Years, 
there might likewiſe in the ſaid time be no more 
than juſt ſeventy Weeks. 

And that there were no more, the Prophecy is ex- 
preſs: So that the ſaid Weeks had about ſeventy. 
two Tears prefix'd to 'em, as the ſeventy Weeks 
preceding 'em had, though not for the ſame reaſon, 
ſeventy one ſingle Tears annex'd, without any Ad- 
dition to their Number as Weeks. And, 

II. That in the ſaid five hundred and ſeventy two 
[5 Years, or thereabout, which were from the going 
i forth of Cyrus's Decree, to the end of three 
Years and an half after our Saviour's Death, there 
were no more than juſt ſeventy Weeks, is evi-- 
dent from Maimonides, who not only aſſerts that 
the counting by Sabbatical Years and Years of 
Jubilee ceas'd when the Temple was deſtroy'd by. 
Nebuchadnezzar, but likewiſe, (which is as full 


to the Purpoſe, and as ſatisfactory as any, thing 
Can: 


— 
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can be) that the b Jews did not begin to count by 


them again, till the Year of Z2r4/'s going up to Je- 


ruſalem, that that Year they counted the firſ? Tear 
of the firſt Week, making the ſixth from it a 7ear of. 
Reſt; and that they counted ſeven Reſts, and hal- 
low'd the fiftieth Year; although, as he adds, there 
was no Jubilee under the ſecond Temple. CZ. e. ac- 
cording to him they counted and hallow'd the fifti- 
eth Year, by proclaiming it as the Year of Jubilee 
throughout the Land; but did not keep it, by let- 
ting the Land lie fallow, as according to their Law 
they ought likewiſe tro have done. For, according 
to the Author of Seder olam Rabbah ', they were 
as much obliged to the keeping Years of Jubilee, 
and Sabbatical Years, in the Days of ESrab, as they 
had been in the Days of Zoſþua.] 

According therefore ro Mazmonzades, in all the 
time which paſs'd from the ſeventh Month of the 
Jeu, in that Year in which the Temple was de- 
ſtroy'd by Nebuchadue g gar, to the ſeventh Month 
of the Fews, preceding that Year of the Julian Pe- 
riod in which EZgrabh went up to Jeruſalem, there 
were uo /eeks: And then the Olſer vation of Weeks 
was again begun. For Egrah letting out from Ba. 
bylou on the firſt Day of the firſt Month of the 


h Anno ſeptimo ab edificatione Templi ſecundi aſcendit Ex- 
ras, ac ſecundo reduxit, vel reſtituit | compatationem temporis per 


annos Sabbaticos & Jubilæos] atque ab illo anno exorſi ſunt ſupputare 


aliam Aram; & conſtituerunt annum decimum tertium Templi ſecundi 


Sabbathicum. Enumerarunt autem ſeptem Sabbathiſmos, atque conſe- 


crarunt annum quinguageſimum. Licet enim ibi non eſſet Jubilens 
tamen ſub templo ſecundo ſupputabant ut conſecrarent Sabbathiſmos, 


Vid. Gal. H. V. in Obfervat. in R. D. Ganz. Chronologiam 


p. 210. 


i Seder olam Rabbah, c. 30. p. $9, 
Jews, 
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Jeu, and the Year in which he ſet out being by 
the Jews made the firſt Year of the firſt Week ſince 
the Deſtruction of the Temple, the beginning of the 
faid firſt Year muſt have been in the ſeventh Month 
of the Jeu, in the Year of the Juliau Period, pre- 
ceding that Year of the ſame Period in which Eg. 
rah went up to Jeruſalem. 

The Year of Ezrah's going up to Jeruſalem, 
fell in [according to Eær. vii. V. 7, 8.] with the ſe- 
venth Year of that Artaxerxes King of Perſia, 
who firſt retgn'd after Darius King of Per/ia, men- 


tion'd Chap. vi. (in the ſixth Year of whoſe Reign 


the Temple was rebuilt) and was therefore, accord- 
ing to Prolemy's Canon, Artaxerxes Longimanus. 
The ſaid ſeventh of Artaxerxes Longimanus be- 


gan, as will be ar large proved, in A. P. J. 4250; 
and, as will be ſhewn in the next Chapter, about 
April or May, in the ſaid Year. So that Egrahß 
arriving at Jeruſalem on the firſt Day of che fifth 
Month of the Jews, in the ſeventh Year of the ſaid 


King; and the 11id Year in which he arrived, being 


made the firſt Year of the firſt Week, the beginning 


of the ſaid firſt Year muſt have been in the ſeventh 


Month of the Jews in A. P. F.4249; from whence, . 


to the ſeventh Month of the Jews in the twenty ſe- 
cond of Tiberius, in the Year of the Julian Period 
4749, there were exactly five hundred Years, equal 
to ſeventy Scripture Weeks. And the reaſon why 


the beginning of the firſt Year of the firſt Week was 


fix'd in the ſeventh Month of the Zews preceding 


that Month, on the firſt Day of which Zzrah arri- 


ved at Jeruſalem, and not in the ſeventh Month 
following ir, was, becauſe in the {aid Month in the 


Year 4249, the 1008 Year from the ſeventh Month 
of 
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of that Year in which the IVaelites firſt enter'd into 
Canaan began; and would therefore have been, if 
no Interruption of Sabbatical Years and Years of 
Jubilee had been before occaſion'd, the firſt Year of 
a Week of Years, enjoin'd by the Law; which Zz- 


rah and the Jews obſerving, conſtituted the ſaid 


Year the firſt Tear of their ſecond Era of Weeks; 
that ſo the Sabbatical Tears, and Tears of Jubi- 
lee, might fall out in the very ſame Year as the 
would have done, if no Interruption of Weeks ha 
been before made. 

As to the Commencement of the ſecond Ara of 
Weeks, ſo long after the firſt Return of the Jets, 
it may be obſerved, | 

1. That thoſe who made he fir/t Return fell into 
the very ſame Crimes ( Idolatry excepted) for 
which they had been before puniſh'd; and there- 
fore it is not ſo much to be wonder'd at that they 
did not, upon their Return again, begin the Ob. 
ſervation of Weeks of Years. 

2. It was foretold by Jeremiah, that there ſhould 
be a ſecond Return of the eus; and not only 
ſo, but allo the very Time was by him aſſign'd, 
when the ſaid Return ſhould be made. 

For, though thoſe who were carried Captive to 
Babylon in the eleventh of Zedekiah k were never to 
return, nor any of their Children born to them in 
Judæa, yet thoſe of their Children who were born 
to them in the time of their Captivity were to re- 
turn; ſome of which, and particularly Joſhua the 
Son of Jogada [1 Chr. vi. 15. Ezr. iii. 2.] went 
up from Babylon to Jeruſalem when the firſt Re- 


k Fer. xvi. 1—4. 


turn 
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rurn was, together with thoſe who had been carri- 
cd Captive in the Reigns of Jehoiabim and Fehoia- 
chin. 

But the laſt Return of the Deſcendants of thoſe! 
who were led into Captivity in the eleventh of Ze- 


dekiah, was not to be (God himfelf having decla- 


red it) till they had for their Fathers Sins and Ini- 
quities been doubly puniſh d, viz. juſt as long again 
as thoſe of their Brethren, who were carried Captive 
in the eleventh of Zedekiah and were of the Num- 
ber of thoſe who made the firf Return, had been. 
And therefore, thoſe who made the firſt Return, 
knowing this, might well conclude, that, as there 
had been from the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem in the 
eleventh of Zedełtiab, to the time of their own Ar- 
rival at Jern/alem ſeventy two Years; ſo in like 
manner there ſhould be, from the ſaid time of their 
own Arrival, - to the Arrival of thoſe of their Bre- 
thren who ſhould make the ſecond and laſt Return, 
ſeventy two Tears more. And therefore, as thus 
knowing, not only that there ſhould be a ſecond 
and laſt Return, but alſo the Time of it, they might 
thereby be induced to think, that there would be no 
Obligation upon them to obſerve their Law con- 
cernivg Sabbatical Tears, and Tears of Jubilee, till 
their {aid Brethren ſhould arrive, when God's Pu- 
niſhment upon them would ceaſe, and they ſhould 
entirely be received into his Favour : And thereup- 
on they might be inclined to defer, as it appears by 


Maimonides they actually did, their Obſeryation of 


IWeeks of Tears till then. But, 


| Jer. xvi. 14— 18. 


L 3. What- 


74 A Chronological Eſſay on 
3. Whatever was the Reaſon why the Jews, who 
made the firſt Return, ſo long deferr'd the Obſer- 
vation of Weeks of Years, it is * certain that £z: 
ral, by the Commiſſion which he had received 
from Artaxerxes Longimanus, was fully impow- 
er'd to ſee, that the Law of God for the future 
{ſhould be perform'd; and therefore he, immedi- 
ately upon his Arrival at Feri ſalem, (being well 
Kilbd in the Law of AMoſes, obliged them, a- 
| moneſt other things, to. the Obſervation of their 
| Law concerning Sabbatical Zears, and Fears of 
| Jubilee: And thereupon made the Year in which 
he arrived, the firſt Year of the firſt Weck. 
ke only remains now. to ſhew, that the ſeventh 
Year of Artaxerxes Longimauus, mention'd by 
Ezrah, began in A. P. J. 4250. 

To do this 1 thall be obliged ro prove, that, tho? " 
Ptolemy in his Canon is right as to the Number of 
Years from the firſt of Nabonaſſar, who was the 
firſt Emperor in it, even to the Reign of Autoni- 
uus, who was the laſt Emperor in it; yet, he has 
been plainly under a Miſtake, in aſſigning thirty ſix 
Years to the Reign of Darius Hy/taſpes, and but 
forty one to the Reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
the Years of the Reign of Darius Hy/taſpes being 
no more than thirty one, and the Years of the 
Reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus bcing in all about 
forty fix, as was above ſeventy Ycars ſince obſerv'd, 
and proved, by Mr. Lydiat, one of the moſt eminent 
Chronologers, ſays Dr. Prideauæx, that any Age 
has produced. 


| PEN N rate 
m Er. vii. 25, 25. n Er. vii. 6. 


o In the Preface to his Connection of the Hiſtory of the Old and 
New Teſtament, p. II. 


» 
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And I cannot but obſerve, that Mr. Lydiat's 


Words, concerning Prolemy's Miſtake in the fore- 
mention'd Particulars, are remarkable, vg. That it 
was owing to God's Providence that he had found it 
out; and that he hoped it would put an end to the 
Diſpute concerning the beginning of Daniel's Weeks, 
and turn to the Advantage of the Church. 

The Proafs he gives are, 

Firſt, ** Becauſe Cte/ias, who was chief Phyſician 


to Artaxerxes Mnemon, (the Nephew of Ar- 
** raxerxes Longimannus,) aſſerts, in the Frag- 
ments of his Per ſian Hiſtory preſerv d by Pho- 
** trus, that Darius Hyſtaſpes (the Grand- father 
of Artaxerxes Longimanus) died within a 
few Days after the Battel of Marathon, and 
that he reigned no more than thirty one Veats p. 


Secondly, ©* The Arundel Marble Chronicon fixes 


<< 


cc 


«6 


£6 


cc 


44 


cc 


„the Death of Darius Hyſtaſpes in the Year 
that Ariftrdes was Archon at Athens; which, 
according to Plutarch in his Life of Ariſtides, 
Was, in the Year following the Defeat of the 
* Perſians at Marathon a. 

The Paſſage here referr'd to by Mr. Lydiat is, 
Ariſtides, toon after the Defeat of the Per/tans 
at Marat hon, was Archon; although Demetrius 
the Phalerean ſaith, he govern d a little before he 
died, after the Battel of Platæa. But in the Re- 


cords, after Xanthippides, in whoſe Year Mar- 


donius was overthrown at Platæa, amonglt ye- 
ry many there mention'd, there is not fo much 
as one of the ſame Name with Ariſtides; but im- 


mediately after Phanippus, during whoſe Regen- 


p Car. Chr. p. 55. q Can, Chr. p. 57, 73. 
L 2 « cy 
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cy they obtain'd the Battel of Marathon, Ari- 
*« ſtides is regiſter'd. 

The Year when the Arundel Chronicon was 
made was, according to * Sir ohn Marſham, A. P. J. 

50. 
The Battel of Marathon, as by it fix'd, was, reckon- 
ing backwards from thence two hundred and twenty 
{even Years, in A. P. J. 4223. APXONTOLA- 
OHN.... AETTEPOT .. G. N 

In the next Year therefore Ariſtides was Archon; 
and in that Year the ſaid Darius died: Which re- 
folves the Doubt which Helden had, viz. Whether 
the Death of Darius Hyſtaſpes was, by the ſaid 
Chronicon, fix d 225 or 226 Years from the Year in 
which it was made. For his Words are, Quæ reſtant 
ex notis numeralibus ſunt .... Al aut AI nam 
utrum ex Veſtigiis eliciendum fit non ſatis liquet. 

The beginning of the ſaid Darius's Reign, after 
the Death of the Magian, is by the ſaid Chronicon 
indeed fix d two hundred and fifty three Years from 
the time of its being made, which is but twenty ſe- 
ven Years from the time of Darius's Death; but 
then, according to Lydzar, the Date of theſe Years 
of his Reign is to be reckon'd from the time of his 
taking Babylon; which, in the beginning of his 
Reign, upon the account. of the Magian, or ſome 
of his Abettors, revolted from him; and not from 
the firſt Year of his being made King, four Years or 
threabout, before; of which the Compiler of the 
Chronicon might have no Account that he could de- 
pend on. 


— — 


r Cay, Chr. p. 15. 


the Ninth Chapter of DANIEL. 


Thirdly, Xerxes, according to Ptolemy, reign'd 
twenty one Years, [as having had a firſt of Thoth 
the laſt Year.] but his Death, according to Euſe- 
bius's Chronicon, was in the beginning of his ſaid 
laſt Year': So that he died in a ſhort time after 
having had the ſaid Year a firſt of Thoth. 

Fourthly, He proves from Thucydides, compared 
with Diodorus Siculus, Plutarch, and Cornelius 
Nepos, in his Life of Themiſtocles, and from 
Themiſtocles's Epiſtles, that the beginning of the 
firſt Year of Artaxerxes Longimanus after his Fa- 
ther's Death, was in the Year of Themi/tocles's 
Flight into Perſia; which was in the ſecond Year 
of the ſeventy ſeventh Olympiad, about ſix Years 
higher than placed by Prolemy *. | 

Fifthly, He ſhews, that the Death of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus was, according to Thucydides, in 
Winter, in the ſeventh Year of the Peloponneſian 
War: which, according to the ſaid Hiſtorian, be- 
gan in the end of the Year of Pythodorus's Ar- 

| chonſhip, vis about Spring, in the firſt Year of 
/ the eighty ſeventh Olymprad, in A. P. J. 4283. 
And therefore the Death of Artaxerxes Longima- 
nus mult have been, as Diodorus Siculus affirms, 


in the fourth Year of the eighty eighth Oꝶmpiad, 


in the latter end of December 4289, or in the 
beginning of the next Year, as placed by Pro- 
temy ", | 
In Confirmation of the foregoing Arguments, I 
ſhall oblerve, | 


— 


Ca. Chr. p. 7. 
t Can. Chr. p 56. and from p. FS. to 64. 
u Can. Chr. p. 75. Ser. Sum. Mag. p. 47, 48. 


- 

"wn 

om 
* 


4 
q 


| 


4A Chronological Eſſay on 


- 


1. With reſpect to Cteſias, 


That foraſmuch as he was by ſome of the Ancients 
look d upon as a fabulous Hiſtorian, his Authority 
is here no otherwiſe regarded, than as it is ſup- 
ported by the Arundel Marble: Though it can 
hardly be queſtion'd, but that he, living for ſeve- 
ral Years in fo honourable a Poſt as chief Phyſi- 
cian to the King of Perſia, had the Liberty of 
peruſing, as he ſays he had, the Perſian Re- 
cords; and may the better be believed, in rela- 
tion to a Particular which happen'd within leſs 
than ſixty Years before his own Birth. 

Beſides, though Ariſtotle and fome others fpeak 
Nightly of him, there were others of Note, who in 
the main approved of his Account of the Per/iar 
Affairs, and follow'd him therein; particularly Dio- 
dorus Siculns, whole Authority is very often quo- 


red by the greateſt Chronologers. 


Herodotus indeed aſſigus thirty ſix Years to the 


Reign of Darius Hyſtaſpes, and is in the ſaid Par- 
ticular follow'd by the generality of Writers ; bur he 


_ himſelf was condemn'd by all the Ancients as guil- 


ty of Falſhood in his Hiſtory ; and there were others 

beſides Cteſias , who therein differ'd from him. 

II. In relation to the Marble Chronicon. Though 
it be now ſo much obliterated as not to be read, 
and ſcarce a Greek Letter to be ſeen, yet, 

x. It was not fo when the great Se/den copy d what 
he could make out forty Years before. And as 


* 


w Joſ. Con. Ap. l. 1. p. 1331. Gp. 1336. 

* Clem. Alex. Str. I. I. p. 395. afligns 46, Tertullian 19, Oro- 
fins 30. Pool's Syn. in Dan. ix. to whom may be added, thoſe 
whom the Author of the Marble Cronicon follow'd. 6 

he 
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he had the Advantage of copying it ſo ſoon as it 

came over, his great Abilities and Integrity will 

be ſufficient Vouchers for the Credit of his Copy. 
2, Mr. Lydiat, who died about ſeventy five Years 


ſince, deduces his Arguments from ſuch Places of 


the ſaid Chronicon, as he himſelß, as well as Kel- 
den, found legible; either without any Mutila- 
tion, or elſe not ſo mutilated, but that they might 
to a certainty be made out. 

Thus not one of the Numeral Letters of the Vear 
in which the Battel of Marathon was fought was loſt, 
in either Se/dex's, or Lydiat's Time: And two ofthe 
Letters of the Archous Name ¶ Phauippus) remain d; 
which ſhews the exact Agreement between the faid 
Chronicon, and the Records mention d by Plutarch. 


In like manner all the Letters of Arz/tzaes's Name, 


and of his being Archon in the Year in which Du. 


rius died, were then entire; and though only the 


Traces of two or three of the Numeral Letters for 
the ſaid Year remain'd, yet what all the. Numeral 
Letters were, is determin'd by Plutarch. | 
And laſtly, As for the Year in which Dares, ac- 
cording to the ſaid Chronicon, began his Reign, the 


Numeral Letters remaining, vi. . PAI being 


compared with the Centenary Letters of the Epo- 


cha preceding ir, and of the 7 following it, 
t 


ſufficiently demonſtrate, that the only Centenary 


Letters were HH, [anſwering to CC] and that there- 


fore the ſaid Vear was the two hundred and fifty third 


— 
—_— — * 
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y Epocha 58. AGOTOEZNIE &c. ETHHH TA. 
Epocha 59. AOTAATEIOZnETZANE BA ZIAEYZE 
MATO TTEAETTHZANTOE ETH. . DANI 
Epocha 60, A®OYAPMOAIOE &c. ETHHHAAAANN 


from 
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from the Year in which the ſaid Chronicon was 
made. 


3. They who were at the Charge of compiling the 


ſaid Chronicon lived not ſo long from the time 


of the ſaid Darius's Death, as to be without ſuffi- 


cient Helps to direct them in fixing the exact time 
of his Death; and it may be fairly preſumed, that 


— would be as careful in not impoſing upon 
Poſte 


rity, as they were in tranſmitting to them, 


in ſo laſting and laborious a way, an Account of 


what had paſs'd; and that therefore they had o- 
thers, whoſe Authority they choſe rather to fol- 


low (as appearing to them of more Credit) than 


that of Herodotus. 


III. As to the beginning of the Reign of Artaxerxes 


Longimanus, it may be oblery'd, 


1. That Cornelius Nepos, who was look'd upon b 


all of his time as a very learned and exact Hiſto- 
rian, and who flouriſh'd in the Times of Julius 
Czar, and Auguſtus, though he owns that moſt 
had wrote that Themiſtocles's Flight into Per ſia 
was in the Reign of Xerxes, (by which at the 
ſame time it appears there were others who aſ- 
ſerred the contrary,) yet he chuſes rather to fol- 
low Thucydides, and that for ſuch Reaſons, which, 


taken together, are ſufficient to induce any one, 


as well as they did him, to give Credit to him. 
His Words are, Scio pleroſque ita ſtripſiſſe, 


Themiſtoclem Xerxe regnante, in Aſiam tranſiiſſe. 
Sed ego potiſſimum Thucydidi credo, quod ætate 
proximus erat qui illorum temporum Hiſtoriam re- 
liquerunt, & ejuſdem Civitatis fuit. Is autem ait 


z Corn. Nep. in Themiſtocle, c. . 
ad 
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ad Artaxerxem eum veniſſe, atque his verbis Epi- 
ſlolam miſiſe —— Themiſtocles veni ad te, qui plu- 
rima mala omnium Graiorum in Domum tuam in- 
tuli, quum mihi neceſſe fuit adverſus Patrem tu- 
um bellare, Patriamque meam defendere. Idem 
multo plura bona feci, poſtquam in tuto ipſe ego & 
te in periculo eſſe cepit, Nam quum in Aſiam 
reverti nollet, prelio apud Salamina fatto, literis 
eum certiorem feci, id agi ut pons, quem in Helle- 
ſ Ponto fecerat, diſſolveretur, atque ab hoſtibus cir- 
cumiretur. Quo nuncio ille periculo eff liberatus. 
Nunc autem ad te confugi exagitatus d cuncta 
Gracia, tuam petens amicitiam: quam ft ero ad- 
eptus non minus me bonum amicum habebis, quam 
fortem inimicum ille expertus eſt. Ea autem ro- 
go, ut de his rebus quas tecum colloqui volo, an- 
num mihi temporis des, eoque tranſacto me ad te 
venire patiaris. 

Now the whole Tenor of this Epiſtle ſhews, that 
Artaxerxes was the King it was directed to; and, 
foraſmuch as Thucydides, who was born in the Year 
of Themiſtocles's Flight *, was of the ſame City with 
Themiſtocles, it is highly improbable that he ſhould 


be miſtaken in a Matter of Fact, which, beſides the 


Hiſtorians he might have for his Guides, ſeveral of 

his own Fellow. Citizens could aſſure him of. 

2. Charon of Lampſacus *® an Hiſtorian, who wrote 
two 


—— 


2 Vid. A. Gell. I. 14. c. 23. 

d Szpereſt Charon Pythoclis Filius quem Strabo etiam I. xiii. 
Hliſtoricum appellat, atque inter illuſtres Lampſacenos reponit. Dio- 
ius quoque Epiſtola ad Pompeium, eum ante Herodotum ſcripſiſſe 
Hliſtorias teſtatur. [ic Suiaa teſte, de rebus 3 libro 
duos. Eos Plutarchus citat in Theiniſtocle. Item Aibenæus eum 
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two Books of the Perſſan Affairs, and flouriſh'd 
in the very Time of Thewiſtocles's Flight, aſſerts 
the fame with Thucydides. And therefore, tho 
Cornelins Nepos ſeems not to have known any 
thing of him, he was the firſt Hiſtorian who affirm- 
ed that Artaxerxes was newly made King when 
Themiſtocles arrived in Perſia. And the greateſt 
Regard is to be given to bis Teſtimony herein, 
not only upon the account of the ſaid Flights hap- 
pening in his own Time, but likewife upon the 
account of his being of the fame City © which 
Themiſtocles, not long after his Arrival in Per ſia, 


had given him, by the then reigning King Artax- 
erxes. 


3. All the Hiſtorians, who have afferted the con- 


trary, lived a great many* Years after Themiſto- 
cles's Flight; and therefore their Relation of the 
{aid Particular cannot be ſo ſatisfactory as that of 
Charon's and Thucydides. And of the ſaid Hiſto- 
rians, the moſt noted was Dinon; Cui nos pluri- 
mum de Perſicis rebus credimus, ſays Cornelius 
Nepos in his Life of Conon; and yet notwithſtand- 
ing this, in the aforeſaid Caſe, he difter'd from him; 
and for the Reaſons above given, follow'd Thu- 
cydrdes. Plutarch indeed, whoſe Birth was a 
great many Years after the Time of Cornelius Ne- 
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reis og0s laudat I. xi. & xii, Ex Suida etiam diſcimus floruiſſe 
eum circa Ol. 75. vel juxta alios paulò poſt circa Ol. 79. Voll. de 
Hiſtor. Grec. I. I. p. 9. Vid. etiam p. 202. & p. 442. 
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pos, ſeems to have been of Opinion, that rhe 

Chronological Tables with which Thucydides's 

Account agreed, were not fo exactly compiled, 

and with that undeniable Certainty, as that they 

ſhould be thought to be built upon unſhaken and 
immovable Foundations. But then there ought 
to be no regard paid to the Character he gives of 
them, in relation to this Particular ; foraſmuch as 
he himſelf knew ſo little of the Per ſian Affairs, 
as to aſſign ſixty two Years to the Reign of Ar. 
taxerxes Mnemon, in his Life of the ſaid King; 
whereas Prolemy and others give but forty ſix. 

IV. It may be obſerved, that Charor's and T hucyd:- 
des's Teſtimony in the aforeſaid Particular, is not 
invalidated by Protemy's Canon. 

For, tho' the Ecliples, on which the)ſaid Canon 
is founded, and which are given in the Aunageſt, and 
annex'd to the end of this Treatiſe, may be ſufficienr 
to ſecure the exact Number of Years aſſign'd in it, 
ſo as that from the firſt of Nabonaſſar to the twen- 
ty third of Antoninus, there cannot be one Year 
loſt; yet from thence it cannot be inferred, that 
Ptolemy was not miſtaken in allowing thirty fix 
Years to Darius Hyſiaſpes's Reign, and no more 
than forty one to the Reign of Artaxerxes Longi- 
Manns. 

For that Darius Hyſtaſpes, according to Cteſtas, 
and the Account above given, reign'd thirty one 
Years, is demonſtrable from the Eclipſe of the Moon, 
ſet down by Prolemy in his AlmageF?, 1.4. c.g. 
which, by the Tables of Calviſiur, fell out upon M ed. 
neſday April 25. a little before Midnight, and was 
obſerved in the thirty firſt Year of his Reign; bur 
that he reigned any more than thirty one Years, 
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cannot be proved from any Eclipſe ; the ſaid Eclipſe 

being the laſt in his Reign that Prolemy knew of. 

And in the two Reigns following thoſe of Xerxes 

and Artaxerxes Longimanus, he had no Eclipſe 

from the Ancients to guide him. So that Da- 
rius Hyſtaſpes dying in the thirty firſt Year of his 

Reign, and Xerxes in the beginning of his twenty 

firſt, the Years of the Reign of Artaxerxes Longi- 

manus will be about forty fix. And the beginning 
of his Reign will then be, as fix'd by Charon of 

Lampſacus, Thucydides, Themiſtocles's Epiſtles, 

Cornelius Nepos, and the Arundel! Marble, without 

leſſening the Authority of Prolemy's Canon in any 

other reſpect, or ſo much as loſing one Year, in all 
the Vears it gives an account of. 

And having now ſhewn, that the ſeventh Vear of 
Artaxerxes Longimannus, in which Ezrah went u 
to Jeruſalem, began in A. P. J. 4250; and that in 
the one hundred and forty three Vears, which were 
from the ſeventh Month of the Fews in the Year 
4106, to the ſeventh Month in the Year 4249, there 
were 10 Weeks, any more than there were before 
the Law concerning them was made; and ſo havin 
fully conſider'd the Nature, End, and Beginning 
of the ſeventy Weeks, I ſhall conclude this Cha 
ter, with laying before the Reader the Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of what has been hitherto ſaid. 

The Particulars of which are, 

x. That the 7eus had a Law given them in the Wil. 
derneſs concerning Weeks of Tears; which ſaid 
Law was not to be by them obſerved, till their 
Entrance into Canaan. 

2. That before their Entrance into Canaan, there 
was no Obſervation at all amongſt them, of any 
Weeks of Years. 3. That 
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That by the Law concerning Weeks of Vears, 
and the Account given by Maimonides and other 
Jewiſh Writers agreeably thereto, ſeventy Weeks 
of Tears would amount to fve hundred Tears ; 
ten of which would be Jubilee Years, and ſeven- 
ty Sabbarrical; in which, and in the Jubilee Vears, 
the Zews were obliged to let their Land reſt from 
Tillage. 


That the Law concerning Sabbatical Years was 


enforced with this Penalty; — That the Fews, if 
they did not perform what was enjoin'd, ſhould 
be carried Captive into foreign Lands; and that 
their Land, Toe the time of their Captivity, 
ſhould lie deſolate, and enjoy as many Sabbaths 
as it had been deprived of. 


That the Jews, in the eight hundred and ſixty 


four Years, which were from their Entrance into 
Canaan, to the time of their going out of it in 
the eleventh of Zedekiah, had carefully obſerved 
the Years of Jubilee; but had not, for /evenry 
Sabbatical Tears, let their Land reſt from Tillage ; 
which ſaid ſeventy Sabbatical Y ears were the exact 
Number of Sabbatical Years belonging to ſeventy 
Weeks. 


That the Jews, for Tranſgreſiion of their Law, in 


not having let their Land reſt from Tillage for ſe- 
venty Sabbatical Years, (the ſeventy Sabbatical 
Years of ſeventy Weeks) were, upon the Deſtru- 
ction of their Temple by Nebuchadnezzar, pu- 
niſh'd, (agreeably to what had been before de- 
nounced) with a ſeventy Tear's Servitude in Ba- 
bylon : during which their Land lay deſolate and 
untill'd, to the end that it might enjoy as many 
Years of Reſt, as it had in the ſeventy Weeks 

preceding 
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preceding been deprived of. 
7. Thar, when the Temple was deſtroy'd by Neba- 
chadnezzar, the Obſervation of Weeks of Tears 
then ceaſed, both according to the Reaſon of the 
Thing, and the Relation of the Jets. 
That the Prophecy of the ſeventy Weeks was 
given in the Year following the Expiration of 
thoſe ſeventy Years, in which the Land of Judæa, 
to the end it might enjoy the ſeventy Sabbaths ir 
had been depriv'd of in the ſeventy preceding 
Weeks, lay untill'd. And that therefore, 
9. TheWeeks in the Prophecy, mult be of the fame 
Nature with thoſe Weeks which preceded the ſame 
ſeventy Years. From whence it may appear, 
10. That the Number of the Weeks in the Prophe- 
cy, for the Accompliſhment of the Events therein 
mention'd, was determin'd to be /everty, rather 
than any other Number, in Alluſion and Confor- 
miry to the ſeventy Weeks which preceded the 
ſiid ſeventy Tears, vis, that as there had been a 
Period of ſeventy Weeks for the not keeping the 
Sabbatical Years whercof the Jews had been pu- 
nifh'd with a Servitude of ſeventy Years Conti- 
nuance, and a total Deſolation of their Land ; 
therefore, for their Encouragement, there ſhould 
be another Period of ſeventy Weeks, at the be- 
Spinning whereof God would receive them entire- 
y into his Favour, and before the end thereof, 
bring about the greateſt Events that had ever hap- 
pen'd, and of the higheſt Importance. 
11. That the Obſervation of Weeks, which ccas'd 
upon the Deſtruction of the Temple was nor again 
renew'd, till the Year of Ezrab's Arrival at Je- 
vi ſalem; when thole who return'd with him, 
(agrec- 
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(agrecably to what Jeremiah had forerold) had, 
tor their Father's Iniquity, been doubly puuiſh d; 
VS, jult as many Years again as their Brethren 
deſcended from thoſe who were carried away Cap- 
tive in the eleventh of Zedekiah had been, when, 
by the Leave granted them by Cyras, they arri- 
ved at Jeruſalem. 

12. That the Year of Egrab's Arrival at Jeruſalem 
was the Vear of the Julian Period 4250, which 


being by £2rah and the Fews, made the firſt Fear 


of the firff Week ſince the Deſtruction of the 
Temple, the beginning of the faid firſt Vear of 
the faid Week, and conſequently of the ſeventy 
Mees, muſt have fallen our in the Fews/h Month 


Tiſri, in the Year of the Julian Period 4249, 
from whence to e end of three Tears aud an half 


after our Saviour Death, in the Year of the ſaid 
Period 4749, there were exactly five hundred 
Years, amounting to ſeventy Scripture Weeks. 
From which Account it will follow, 

£3. That though there were, from the going forth of 
Cyrus's Decree for the Reſtoration and Rebuild- 
ing of Jeruſalem unto the end of three Years 
and an half after our Saviour's Death, ive hundred 
and ſeventy two Tears; yet that there were not 
however, from the going forth of the ſaid Decree 
to the end of the ſaid Time, any more than /e- 
venty Weeks. So that, as ſoon as the firſt Tear of 
the firſt Week ſince the Deſtruction of the Tem- 
ple was conſtituted by Eærab, the Jeus then 
might certainly know when the Ait ninth Week 
ſhould end, and 7he ſeventieth begin; and conle- 


quently be aſſured of the very Year in which the 


Meſſias was to come. And I ſhall add, that by 


the: 
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the Account which has been given, even Danze, 
ſo ſoon as he was inform'd of the Prophecy of the 
ſeventy Weeks, might, as being very well ac- 
quainted with 7eremziah's Prophecies, conclude, 
that a /econd #ra of Weeks would not probably 
be fix'd, till the Jews had been doubly puniſh'd. 
However, in cight Years after, the Jews then, 
and he, if he lived ſo long, might, as finding that 
in the ſaid Time rhe Obſervation of Weeks was 
again begun, reaſonably infer, that it would not 


be renew'd till he ſecond and lat Return of 


their Brethren ſhould be: The Year of which be- 
ing found out by what Jeremiah had foretold, 
they might upon Calculation know that the ſaid 
Year would, if no Interruption of Weeks had been 
before made, be the firſt Year of a Week of Years; 
and thereupon conclude, that the ſaid Year would, 
upon the Arrival of their Brethren, who ſhould 
make the laſt Return, be made the firſt Year of 


the firſt Week of the ſeventy Weeks; and there- 


by diſcover, with ſome Certainty and Satisfaction 
to themſelves, the Year of the Meſſias Coming. 
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A Chronological Account of ſome Particulass, 
from the firſt Return of the Jews, to the 
end of the ſeventy Weeks, in Confirma- 
tion of what has been ſaid of the ſeventy 
Tears, and of the ſeventy Weeks, in the 


fore going Chapters. 


4 P. 7. 


N the firſt Day of the ſeventh Month, in this 4178. 


Year, the Zews that were return'd began to 
offer Burnt-Offerings to the Lord, as the Law re- 
quired; and on the fifteenth Day of the ſaid Month, 
they kept the Feat of Tabernacles*. 

At N:/an the Fewiſh Year, in which the Jews 
came up from Babylon, ended. And in the ſecond 
Month, in the ſecond Tear of not from] their 
coming to the Houſe of God, they laid the Founda- 
tion of the Temple *. 

The laying of the Foundation cauſed the greateſt 
part of the People to ſhout aloud for Foy: But ma- 
ny of the ancient Men who had ſeen the firs 
Houſe, and believed that the new one to be erected 
would in no wiſe come up to it, wept with a loud 
Voice. 8 

Thoſe at this time alive, v ho had ſeen the former 
Temple, muſt have been about ninety Vears old, or 
ſomewhat more, which is not at all improbable; 
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A. P. J. eſpecially ſince God had declared, concerning thoſe 


4184. 


4191. 


who went into Captivity in the Reigns of Zehoza- 
kim and Jehoiachin, that there ſhould be a Return 
of them in their own Perſons, as well as in their 
Children ©. 

In this Year Cyras, aOuyeis eig Tlegoas 77 co 
om © aum dis, arrived, ſays Xenophon, the ſe- 
venth time in his Reign in Per/ea. For he had juſt 
© before given an Account, how Cyrus, after his H- 
rian Expedition, had from thenceforward his Reſi- 
dence every Vear, in the Winter Seaſon, at Baby- 
lon; in the Spring, at Suſa in Perſia; and in the 
Summer, at Ecbataue in Media; and it's highly 
probable, adds the fame Hiſtorian, that when Cyras 
arrived the ſaid ſeventh time in Per/za, his Parents 
had been for a conſiderable time before dead; which 
ſhews, that the Journey mention'd muſt be the ſe- 
venth which Cyrus took from the time of his takin 


Babylon, and not that it was, as ſome would have 


the Words tranſlated, in the ſeventh Year of his 


Reign, from the time of his Father's Death ; /Xe- 


nophon not knowing when this happen'd.) And 
there are ſeveral Paſſages in his Hiſtory which plain- 
ly ſhew, that he dates the beginning of Gruss 
Reign from the Time of his taking Babylon, and 
not from the Death of Darius, or any other Epocha 
whatſoever. | 

Cyrus, not long after his ſaid ſeventh Arrival in 
Perſia, fell ſick and died; having reigu'd in all a- 
bout eight Years. 


The Eclipſe of the Moon, in this Vear, which 


was the ſeventh of Cambyſes, ſet down by Ptolemy 
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in the fifth Book of his 3 as obſerved by A P. N 


the Babylonians, fell out by Calviſius's Tables on 

Wedneſday Fuly 16, and happen'd at Alexandria 

fifteen Minutes before Midnight. 

In this Year Ptolemy places the Death of Camby- 
/es; after whom, Smerdzs the Magian reign'd ſeven 
Months. 

About March or April, Darius Hyſtaſpes be- 
came King of Babylon, the preceding Thoth being 
aſſign'd him by Prolemy, by reaſon of the Magian s 
reigning ſo ſhort a time, and by Uſurpation only. 

On the firſt Day of the ſixth Month, in the ſe- 
cond of Darius, the Fews were commanded b 
God, to go on with the Building of the Temple; 
the Work having been interrupted during the latter 
end of Gruss Reign, the Reigns of Cambyſes and 
Smerdis, and the firſt of Darius. And according- 
ly, on the twenty fourth of the ſaid Month, the 
Work was again reſumed * | 

On the twenty firſt of the ſeventh Month came 
the Word of the Lord by the Prophet Haggai, fay- 
ing, 

-, ii. V. 2. Speak now to Zerubbabel, the Son 
of Shealtiel, Governor of Judah, and to Joſhua 
the Son of Joſedech the High Prief?, and to the 
Reſidue of the People : ſaying, 

v. 3. I ho is there left among you that ſaw this 
Houſe in her fir Glory? and how do ye ſee it 
now ? Is it not in your Eyes, in compariſon of 
it, as nothing £ 


v. 4. Tet now be ſtrong, &c. 


f Haggat i. 
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4195. 


By this it appears, that ſome few Perſons were 
then living, who had ſeen the firſt Temple, and 
muſt therefore have been about one hundred and ten 
Years old: And that ſome of thoſe many thouſands, 
which return'd in the Reign of Cyrus, ſhould be till 
living, of ſuch an Age, or even greater, is not to. be 
wonder'd at. 


For, when the laſt publick Cen ſus was made of the 


Romans, (which was about five hundred and nine- 


ty five Years after this Time) there were found in 

the eighth Diviſion of 1raly, as divided by Auguſtus; 

into eleven Parts, fifty four Perſons of one hundred 

Years old, fifty ſeven of one hundred and ten, two 

of one hundred and twenty five, four of one hun- 

dred and thirty, as many of one hundred and thirty 
five, three of one hundred and forty, and one of 
one hundred and fifty, as Pliny aſſerts in his Na- 
tural Hiſtory, 4.7. c. 49. The ſaid Cenſus being 
made in his own Time, and but about three or four 

Years before he wrote the ſaid Account. 

The twenty fourth Day of the ninth Month was 

inthe ſecond Tear of the King s. 

Zachar. i. 7. Upon the twenty fourth of the ele. 
venth Month, in the ſecond of Darius, the Word 
of the Lord came unto Zechariah, the Son of Ba- 
rachiah, the Son of Iddo the Prophet, ſaying, 

y.8. 1 ſaw by Night, &c. | 

V. 12. Then the 7 * of the Lord anfiver'd, and 
ſaid, O Lord of Hoſts, haw long wilt thou not 
have Mercy on Jeruſalem, and on the Cities of 
Judah, again which thou har had Indignation 
theſe threeſtore and ten Tears? 
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Now in relation ro this Place it is to be obſerved, LMI Fe 


that the Word u which the Eugliſb Tranſlators 
here render the/e, is by them, Zech. vii. 5. render'd 
thoſe; the Word in the Otiginal ſignifying theſe or 
thoſe, this or that, according as the Word it is 
join'd with, and according as the Senſe of the Sen- 
rence it is placed in, requires *. 

The Signification then of . being to be deter- 
min'd by the Word it is in company with, and the 
Senſe of the Place, it will appear, from the follow- 
ing Arguments, that it ought in the firſt place, as 
well as in the ſecond, to be tranſlated 7ho/e. For, 
I, Thoſe ſeventy Years of Feruſalem's Deſolations, 

and the Servitude of the Jeu to Nebuchadnez- 

Sar and his Off. ſpring, which Jeremiah had fore- 
told, received their Completion, as has been ful- 
proved, at the Death of Belſbag gar; and 
were therefore ended about eighteen Vears and an 
half before this time. It appears, 

2. That God's Indignation, or utter Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt the Zews that were to return firſt, then 
ceaſed; every thing thenceforward concurring to- 
wards their Reſtoration, which was in a ſhort 
time after: And that in the ſecond Year of their 
coming to-the Houſe of: God they laid the Foun- 
dation of the Temple. 

3. It appears from the Prophet Haggai, that, be- 

cauſe they went not on with the Building of the 

Femple, bur let it lie waſfe, and ran every Man 

to his own Houſe; the Heaven over them was 

ſtay d from Dew, and the Earth from her Fruit. 
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That God called for a Drought upon the Land, 
and upon the Mountains, upon the Corn, the new 
Wine and the Oil, and upon that which the 
Ground brought forth; and upon Men, and up- 
on Cattle, and upon all the Labour of the Hands \. 


4. That this Puniſhment inflicted on them, which 


was but ſmall in compariſon of what they had 
before mer with, continued till he twenty fourth 
Day of the ninth Month, in the ſecond Tear of 
Darius; God then declaring, that from that Day 
he would bleſs [begin to bleſs] them *. 


That to God's not entirely bleſſing the Works of 
their Hands upon the foreſaid account the An- 


gel's Words, rwo Months after, (the Temple be- 
ing not then built) plainly refer: — How long, 
O Lord, wilt thou not have Mercy upon [how 
long will it be before the Temple and Streets be 
rebuilt of] Feruſ/alem, again which thou had? 
Indignation theſe threeſtore and ten Tears. 
{by thee appointed and foretold for the Deſola- 
tions thereof? After the end of thoſe Years it 
might be thought, that thou wouldeſt have alto- 
gether blefs'd thy People who return'd, and who 
had been for ſo long a time the Objects of thy ut- 
ter Diſpleaſure, in all the Works of their Hands. 
How long therefore will it be, before thou entire- 
ly receive them into thy Favour ?) | 
And that this is the true Meaning of the Words 
is plain, from God's returning in anſwer, y. 15. 
That he was ſore diſpleaſed with the Heathen 
that were at Eaſe; for he was but a little di/- 
pleaſed [with the Fews that return d, from the 
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Time that they neglected the building of the A. P. J. 
Temple] and they [the Heathen] helped for- 
ward the Affliction [of the ſaid Fews,] hirin 
Counſellors, and writing Accuſations again 
them, to the Kings of Per/ia®. 

6. Agrecably ro what has been offer'd, the Word 
Wl is, as well here, as in Zech. vii. 5. tranflated 
thoſe, in the Chaldee Paraphraſe, and by ſeveral 
learned Commentators *. 

On the fourth Day of the ninth Month, in the 4196. 
fourth of Darius, the Zews in Judæa, that lived at 
a diſtance from Jeruſalem, finding that their Bre- 
thren there went proſperouſly on with the Buildin 
of the Temple, ſent to enquire of the Prieſts, whe- 
ther they ſhould keep the Faſt of the fifth Month 
for the Deſtruction of the Temple, any longer, or 
not; they having now kept it, hee ſo many, or as 
the Word An is here tranſlated in the Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſe, and is frequently uſed, according to Ludov. 
de Dieu, by the Rabbies in the ſame Senſe, the ſe 
many Tears, viz. ever ſince the Deſtruction of their 
Temple ®. 

The Anſwer they received from God by Zecha- 
riah was, 

V. 5. Speak unto all the People of the Land, and 
to the Prieſts, ſaying, when ye faſted and mourn- 
ed, [as ye have now done theſe many Vears, ] in 
the fifth and ſeventh Month, (nay, when ye faſt- 
ed in the ſaid Months, even thoſe ſeventy Tears 
of the Deſolations of your Land, when my be- 
ing fo forely diſpleaſed with you, ſhould, if any 


= 


m Ezr.iv. 5, 6. n Vid. P. Syn. in loc. 
o Zech. vii. 3, 5+ | 


thing, 
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A.P. FJ. thing, have induced you to perform your Duty,] 


4197. 


4199. 


4212, 


4223. 


4224. 


444. 


4249. 


did ye ai all faft unto me? 

They were therefore commanded ? to reform their 
Lives, and then the Faſts they had kept ſhould be to 
the Houſe of Judah Joy, and Gladnels, and chearful 
Feaſts. However, this not proving that the faid 
Faſts were then abrogated, it is probable that they 
were conſtantly kept, till zhe laſt Return of the 
Jews was. 

In this Year, according to the Marble Chronzcon, 
is to be placed the Reduction of Babylon, which 
had revolted from Darius in the third Vear of his 
Reign. 

On the third Day of the Month, in the ſixth 
Zear of Darius, was the Temple finish d. 

The Eclipſe of the Moon in the twentieth of Da- 
rius, made uſe of by Hipparchus, and ſet down by 
Prolemy in the Almageſt, 7.4. c. 9. was, by Calvi- 
ſzas's Tables, on Monday Nov. 19, about one Hour 


.and five Minutes before Midnight. 


On April 25. in the beginning of the thirty firſt 
Year of Darius, was the Eclipſe above given. 

In this Year, according to the Marble Chronicon, 
died Darius Hyſtaſpes, in the latter end of his thir- 
ty firſt Year, and was ſucceeded by Xerxes. 

In this Year Xerxes died, in the beginning of the 
twenty firſt Year of his Reign ; and was ſuccceded 
by Artaxerxes Longimanus, who began therefore 
his Reign about May or June. 

In 77% i, this Year, the ſecond ra of Weeks of 
Years, and therefore at the ſaid time zhe ſeventy 


| HW ee E began. 


OY "Re 


p Zech. viii. 16, 17,19. q Ezr. vi. 15. 
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About May, or June, the ſeventh Year of Ar- A. P. J. 


taxerxes Longimanus began; and on the firſt Day 
of the fifth Month, which was in the ſeventh Year 
of the ſaid King, Ezra, with above 1760 Fews, ar- 
rived from Babylon at Jeruſalem. | 

The ſame Year, if there had been before no In- 
terruption of Weeks made, would have been the 
1008" Year from the 1/raelites Entrance into the 
promiſed Land; ſo that the foregoing Year would 
have been the fr f7Sabbatzical Year from the laſt Ju- 
bilee : And therefore it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
that the Jeu, when they now began, after the ſaid 
Interruption, the firſt Week, confider'd this; and 
thereupon reckoned the firſt Sabbatical Year which 
they from this time kept as the ſecond ;. that ſo the 
Year of Jubilee might fall in the very ſame Year, 
as it would, if no Interruption of Weeks had been 
before made, have fallen in. 1 

In the Month Chiſſeu, in this Year, in the twen- 
tieth of Artaxerxes Longimanus, Nehemiah was 
acquainted with the Misfortune that had befallen the 
Jews at Jeruſalem“. 

At Ni/an, Nehemiah was made Governor of Ju- 
dæa by Artaxerxes Longimanus, and thereupon ſet 
out from Babylon to Feruſalem i. 

By the twenty fifth Day of the ſixth Month, the 
Wall of Jeruſalem, which had been broken down, 
was built again in troublons Times“. 

On the twenty fourth Day of the ſeventh Month, 
that the Fews might not run into their former Fault 
of not keeping according to the Law the ſcventh 


Neb. i. Neb. ii. 1. : Neb. ii. 1. Dax. ix. 25. 
O Year, 


4250. 


. 
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4292. 


. Year, Nehemiah cauſed them to bind themſelves by 


ſolemn Oath to a conſtant Obſeryation of this as 
well as of ſome other Laws, to the Performance of 
which they had been before brought by Ezrah". 
At Tiſii was the end of the 1050" Year ſince 
Tiſri in the Year of the //rae/ites Entrance into 
Canaan ; and therefore, for the Reaſon above given, 
at the ſame time, in this Year, was the end of he 


firſt Jubilee ſince the Deſtruction of the Temple. 


At Tiſii was the end of the ſecond Jubilee. 
In this Year, the Fews, having ſubmitted to Alex- 
ander upon his coming to Jeruſalem, requeſted: 


of him that they might enjoy their own Laws, and 


be freed from Tribute in their ſeventh Year, to 
which he readily conſented : Which ſhews that they 
kept, according to the Law, the Sabbatical Tears, 
ever ſince they again began the Obſervation of 
them, in the before mention'd Year of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus. 
The ſeventh Vear being only mention'd in Nehe- 
miah x. 31. and in the foreſaid Requeſt of the Fews, 
and not che fiftieth, might probably be the occaſion 
of Maimonides's aſſerting, that there was no Jubi- 
lee, in reſpect of the Land's reſting, under the ſecond 
Temple; though according to him, in the Place be- 
fore cited, the counting by Jubilees was carefully 
preſerved; and every fiftieth Year hallo wd and pro- 
claim'd as the Year of Jubilee; becaule upon it de- 


pended the Computation and Conſecration of Sab- 
batical Years. 


P 


u Nehem. ix. 1. Xx. 28—3t. Exy, ix. and x, 
w. Jeſ. Ant. I. 11. p. 504. 
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In this Year, * in the one hundred and ſeventy A. P. J. 
ninth Olympiad, C. Anton. and M.T. Cicero, being 4651. 


Conſuls, Pompey, on the tenth Day of the ſe— 
venth Month, the great Day of Expiation and At- 
tonement, took Jeruſalem. 

On September 23 was the Birth of Auguſtus : 
For, according to YVelleins Paterculus, Auguſtus 
died in the ſeventy fixth Year of his Age, having 
lived in all, according to * Suetonius, ſeventy fix 
Years, wanting thirty five Days; and the Day of his 
Death was Aug. 19, in A. P. J. 4727. 

Seventy fix Years therefore, wanting thirty five 
Days, being ſubſtracted from 4727, the Birth of Au- 
guſtus mult have been September 23, in A. P. J. 
4651. 

At the ſame time that Auguſtus was born, M. T. 
Cicero, according to < Yell. Paterculus, was Con- 
ſul; which ſhews, that the Day on which Pompey 
took Jeruſalem, was, as above fix'd, in the Year of 
the Julian Period 4651. 

Jo ſephus indeed, as appears from comparing to- 
gether ſome Places in his Hiſtory, fixes it in the 
foregoing Year ; but then this is plainly owing to 
his aſſigning © ſeventy ſeven Years to the Life of 
Auguſtus, which is contrary to the Account alrea- 
dy given from Yell. Paterculus, who wrote his Hi- 
ſtory within ſeventeen Years after Auguſtus's Death, 
and could not poſſibly be ignorant of the Year of 
Cicero's Conſulſhip, in which Auga/ius's Birth was; 


— ** 


* Joſ. Hiſt. I. 14. p. 614. Dr. M hitby on Jobn ii. 20. 

y L. II. 6. 123. 2 Sueton. in Octav. c. 100. 

a Sreton. in Octau. c. 109. b Vid. Ptolemy's Canon. 
c Lib. II. c. 36. 4 Ant. J. 18. p. 795. 
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A. P. J. and therefore Velleius Paterculus's Authority mult, 


4676. 


4678, 


in this reſpect, be allow'd to be unconteſtable. 

On the ſame Day of the ſame Month that Feru- 
falem was taken by Pompey in Cicero's Conſulſhip, 
was it © twenty ſeven Years afterwards taken by So- 
firs and Herod. 

So9/ius and Herod therefore took Jeruſalem on the 
tenth of 77% i, in A. P. J. 4678. 

About two Years and an half before this, Herod 
was made King by the Romans, towards the end of 
the Winter, or in the beginning of the Spring. For 
the third Vear ſince he was by them made King 
began towards the end of the Winter, or in the be- 
ginning of the Spring, in the ſame Vear that he and 
Soſiu took Jeruſalem s. Therefore, 

In this Year, about Spring, the firſt Year of He- 
#04's Reign, from the time of his being made King 
by the Romans, began. And, 

In this Year, on Tiſii the tenth, Sous and Ho- 
rod took Jeruſalem. | 

This happen'd in the firſt Year of the one hundred 
and cighty ſixth O/ympiad; whereas Foſephus, up- 
on the account of his Miſtake before mention'd, ſets 
it down in the one hundred and eighty fifth Olym- 
piad; as likewiſe the Time of Herod's being made 
King by the Romans, in the one hundred and cigh- 
ty fourth O/ymprad, whereas it was in the one hun- 
dred and eighty fifth. | 

At Tiſri, the Year before this, the fifth Sabbati- 
cal Tear from the laſt Jubilee ended : Upon the ac- 


e Joſ. Ant. I. 14. p. 659. | 
£ go Ant. I.14. c. 14. de B. Jud. l. 1. c. 14. 


s Joſ. Ant. l. 14. c. 15. & de B. Jud. l. 1. wk H. 8, 


count 
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count of which the Jews at Jeruſalem, who were A. P. J. 


beſieged by Herod's Soldiers in the beginning of the 
Year following, vis. in the beginning of the Year 
4678, and held out till the tenth Day of the ſe- 
venth Month, ſuffer'd much for want of Proviſions, 
> they being not allow'd by their Law to ſow the 
Ground in the ſeventh Year. 

There are indeed two Years beſides this, men- 
tion'd by Joſephus as Sabbatical, and as kept by the 
 Zews ; but where they are to be truly placed, entire- 

ly depends upon the right fixing the firſt Year of the 

Kingdom of the Greeks; which, by the Author of 
the | firſt Book of Maccabees, ſeems to be placed in 
the Year that Alexander, having ſmitten Darius, 
reign'd in his ſtead the firſt over Greece, which was 
in A. P. J. 4384, in which Vear the Ca/lipick Period, 
according to * Prolemy, began. And if fo, the hun- 
dred and fiftieth Year of the Kingdom of the Greeks, 
mention di by the foreſaid Author of the firſt Book 
of Maccabees as a Sabbatical Year, would have been 
a Sabbatical Year, by the account above given of 
the Computation of Sabbarical Years. 


Bur, if the firſt Year of the Kingdom of the Greeks 


be the ſame with the firſt of deleucus, (of which O- 
pinion is ZFo/ephas,) there is great Uncertainty where 
the ſaid Year is to be placed; ſome fixing the wy - 
ning of it in nn „in A. P. J. 4402; others, as® Ez. 
ſebius and ph" om in the third Year of the hun- 


h Joſ. Ant. I. 14. p. 657. i 1 Macc. i. 1 — 10. 

k Prol. Alm. Lib. III. p. 59. | 1 Macc. vi. 53. 

m Euſebius ad Ol. 117. ſive Seleuci Nicanoris initium. ** 44 
Hoc loca Edeſſeni ſua tempora computant. Maccabeorum Hiſtoria 
ﬆ* hinc Grecorum ſupputat Regnum. Chr. n. 1705. E6 
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— 
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A. P. J. dred and ſeventeenth Olympiad, in A. P. J. 4404, 


4679. 


4683. 


or 4405. 

And therefore, there being ſuch Uncertainty in re- 
lation to the fixing of it, there is no Certainty 
where the ſaid Years, mention'd by Fo/ephus as 
Sabbatical, are to be placed. | 

Shortly after the taking of Jeruſalem, as before 
mention'd, Antigonus, King of the Zews, was by 
Soſias carried Priſoner to Antioch where Anthony 
was, who intended to reſerve him for his Triumph; 
but hearing afterwards, that there were likely to be 
Inſurrections in Judæa upon Antigonus's account, 
and being likewiſe perſuaded, and bribed thereto 
by Herod, he commanded that he ſhould be put to 
Death. 

In this Year, about February or March, Antigo- 
nus was beheaded at Antioch; Herod reigning from 
thence thirty four Years; and from the Time of his 


being made King at Rome, thirty ſeven *. 


On Sepr. 2. was the Battel at Achium, in which 
Clecpatra and Antony were vanquiſh'd by Octavia- 
uus, who from this time reign'd alone forty four 
Years [wanting fourteen Days] having reign'd be- 
fore with Antony almoſt twelve Years [wanting 
twenty Days, ] having enter'd upon his firſt Con- 
ſulſhip, the Day before he was twenty Years old, 
which was Sepz. 22. in A. P. J. 4621, 


Eft igitur (inquit Marſham) Edeſſenorum Epoc ha eadem que Græ- 
corum. Sane Ede enorum in Pitheano Euſebii codice ſeptemque 
Vaticanis) initium habet ab anno tertio iſtius Olympiadis. Marſh. 
Sec. 18. p. 573- 

n Jof. Ant. I. 17. c.8.Y.1. de B. J. l.1.c.33.6.8. 

o Sueton. in Octav. c. 8. p Vell. Pat. I. 11. c. 6y. 
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Jo ſephus, by realon of his foremention'd Mi- A. P. 7. 


ſtake, makes Oclaviauus to have reign'd 4 fourteen 
Years with Antony, and forty three Years, ſix 
Months, and two Days alone; and ſo to have reign- 
ed in all fifty ſeven Years, ſix Months, and two 
Days. | 

bo this Year is to be placed he Birth of our Sa. 
viour. | 


4712. 


In the beginning of this Year was the Eclipſe of 4713. 


the Moon, which, as appears by * Zo/ephus, hap- 
pen'd a little before Herod's Death. 


The faid Ecliple, according to Calviſius's Tables, 


fell out 74. 10. about an Hour after Midnight. 


About a Fortnight or three Weeks before * the 
Paſſover, in this Year, Herod died. 


Upon Herod's Death, Archelaus was acknow- 
ledg'd King by the People, having been a few Days 
before made by his Father's laſt Will his Succeſſor 
in the Kingdom: But he, not thinking it ſafe to truſt 
thereto, immediately after his Father's Interment, 


ſet out for Rome, to know C2/ar's Pleaſure con- 
cerning the ſaid Affair. 


After ſome time had been ſpent at Rome, Cæſar 
having heard what could be ſaid for and againſt him, 
gave him only half ofthe Kingdom, with the Title of 
Ethnarch, and promiſed that, if he behaved himſelf 


well, he would make him King. And from this 


time Archelaus govern'd in Zudea, Idumæa, and 


Samaria, ten Years *. 


« Yof. Ant. 1.18. p.795. de B. J. J. 2. c.9.F.1. 
r Antiq. 1.17. c. 6. H. 4. p. 768. 
s Ant. I. 17. c. 9 c. 9. H. 3. de B. J. I. 2. c. 1. H. 3. 


8. 
t Fo. Ant. I. 17. c. 8. 
6. 15. F. 2. de B. J. l. 2. c. 6G. H. 3. 


In 


3 
§. 4. C. 9. H. 3. c. 12. H. 2. c. 13. 6. 4. 
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A P. J. 
4723. 


4724. 


In this Vear ſeveral of the Chief amongſt the 
Jeu were ſent to Rome, to complain to Auguſtus 
of Archelaus's Government: upon which he was ſent 
for, and being unable upon his Arrival to clear him- 
ſelf from the Allegations laid againſt him, he was ba- 
niſh'd to Vienna in Gaul; and Orders were there- 
upon given, that his Principality ſhould be annex'd 
to Syr:a, and ſo be made, for the future, a Roman 
Province ". | 

Joſephus, upon the account of his Miſtake fo of- 
ten mention'd, places Archelaus's Baniſhment in the 
thirty ſeventh Year after the Battel of Actium. 

Towards the end of this Year, or the beginning 
of the next, Archelans's Principality was reduced 
into a Roman Province by dulpitius Quirinius; and 
Coponins, one of the Equeſtrian Order, enter'd up- 


on the Government of Judæa, being the firſt K. 


zam Governor that the Jews had". 

In this Year, ſoon after the Celebration of the 
Feaſt of the Paſſover, which was the firſt ſince, and 
fell out ſhortly, or immediately after the Fews had 
a Roman Governor placed over them, was our Ble/- 
ſed Savionr, (who was twelve Years old when his 
Parents ſet out with him from Nazareth) found by 
them in the Temple, ſitting, to their great Surprize, 
in the midi of the Doctors of the Law, both hear- 
ing them, aud esking them Queſtions; infomuch 


that all that heard him were aſloniſh'd at his Un- 


derſtanding aud Anſwers: And when ask'd by his 
Mother, who with 7o/eph had for three Days made 
a diligent Search for him, how he came to tarry be- 


=» Jo}. Ant. 176.35. $255» "Aw. i. 6. 1. $1: 6, a. f. 2. 
* Luke ii. 42. | | 


hind 


he {Vinth Chapter of DaANIE L. 


hind at Jeruſalem, and not accompany them, as A. P. J. 


they thought he had, in their Journey from thence, 
he anſwer d, Hou is it that ye ſought me? knew 
ye not that I ought to be in my Fathers! Houſe? 
Intimating, that they who were ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the many Wonders preceding and accompa- 
nying his Birth, might have known that he was that 
Shiloh which was to come; when the Sceptre, the 
Kingly Government, as it had then happen'd, was 
departed from Judah: And that therefore, as being 
| ſuch, his firſt Appearance could no where be ſo pro- 
perly made as in the Temple, his Father's Houſe ; 
and that at a Time when thoſe who ſhould be ski!- 
led in the Law were there aſſembled: By which 
they might be put in mind, (conſidering what had 
then befallen their Countrey, and the Confuſion 
which all Jeruſalem twelve Years before was in up- 
on the Approach of the Magi, and the Determina- 
tion of the Sarhedrim then publiſh'd, in relation to 
the Place where the Meſſias ſhould be born) of Ja- 
cob's remarkable Prophecy concerning SHiloh, and 
be thereupon induced to conclude, that he himſelf 
was indeed that Perſon who was to come. 


Aug. 19. the fifteenth Year of Tiberius, from the 4741, 


Death of Auguſtus, began. 

Ar Tiſi was the end of the ſixty ninth Week; 
and on the tenth Day of the {aid Month, the Day of 
Expiation and Attonement, was the Jubilee (which, 
according to the Account above given, would be- 


y 4 


y Ev Toi; rd rale ws.] Plurima (inquit Toinard. in loc.) locutio- 
nis hujus apud Joſephum extant exempla. Iromus Tyriorum Rex, 
coronam auream e reis F Avg aviInxer, in ade Jovis dedicavit. 
Ant. I. 8. c. 2. & I. 15. c. 13. 'Egciro 5 * reis Ka - x, 
Permiſſum eſt autem in domo Cæſaris diverſari. 


long 
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A. P. J. long to the ſaid Week; and which, if no Interrup- 
tion of Weeks had been, would have been the thir- 
tieth from the 1/rae/ztes Entrance into Canaan, ) 
proclaim'd; and ſo the fiftieth Year hallow'd, by 
Sound of Trumpet, throughout all the Land. 

At the ſame time, in the beginning of rhe , 
teenth Tear of Tiberius, Pontius Pilate being Go- 
vernor of Judza, the Word of God came unto John 
the Son of Zacharias in the Wilderneſs. Luke iii. 
15 U. 
V. 3. And he came into all the Countrey about Jor- 
dan, [lifting up his Voice like a Trumpet] preach- 
ing the Baptiſin of Repentance for the Remi fe 
ſion of Sins, [a ſpiritual Redemption: being typi- 
fied by the general Releaſe granted in the Year 
of Jubilee, and by ſome of the Jews expected to 
be offer'd them, by the Meſſias, at ſuch a time.] 
V.4. As it 1s written in the Book of the Words 
of Iſaias the Prophet, ſaying, 

The Voice of one ering in the Wilderneſs, pre- 
pare ye t5e way of the Lord, [the Meſſiah] make 
his Paths ſtraight. 

V. 5. Every Valley ſhall be filled, and every 
Mountain ſhall be brought low, and the [Ways 
that are] crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and the 
rough Ways ſhall be made ſmooth. | 


V. 6. And all Fleſh ſhall ſee the Salvation of 
God. Then 

Matt. iii. V. 5,6. Went out to him Jeruſalem, and 
all Jadza, and all the Region round about Jor- 


dan, [all the Jeu having * entertain'd an Opi- 


* Vid. Voifm. de abileo, I. 1, c. 2. P. Synop. in Lac. iv, 19. 
Vid. Dr. Wall's Introduction to his Hittory of Infant Bap- 
_ tiſm, 80 Ed. 1705. p. 16, 30. 
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nion, that, in the Times of the Meſſias, they A. P. 7. 
ſhould be enter'd into a new and better Covenant 
than their Forefathers at the Delivery of the Law 
had been, and that by a Baptiſm ſuperior to that 
which their Forefathers then receiv'd; and there- 
fore knowing that the Time foretold by Danze! 
for the Meſſias's Appearance was then at band,] 
were baptized of him in Jordan, confeſſing their 
Sins. And, | 
Luke iti. 15. As the People were in Cat ion, 
[of the Meſſiah] and muſed in their Hearts con- 
cerning John, whether he were the Chriſi or 
not, [upon the account of his Baptizing and Ap- 
pearance at the end of the ſixty ninth Week, and 
the beginning of their great Year, the Year of 
Jubilee.) | 
y.16. John anſwer'd, ſaying unto them all, I in- 
deed baptize you with Water, {to fit and pre- 
pare you for the Reception of the Meſſias, 
but one mightier than I cometh, [is about to 
make his Appearance,] the Latchet of whoſe 
Shoes I am not worthy to wnlooſe, he ſhall bap- 
rige you with the Holy Ghoſt, aud with Fire. 
v. 17. Whoſe Fan is im his Hand, and he will 
throughly purge his Floor, and will gather the 
Wheat into his Garner, but will burn the Chaff 
with unquenchable Fire. 
Towards the end of this Year of the Julian Pe- 
[ riod, or the beginning of the next, our Saviour 6e. 
— 1 ing about * thirty Tears of Age, was baptized by 
b John in Jordan, and was then anointed, for the 
great Ends mention'd by {/a:zah, with the Holy 


b Lake iii. 23. 
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4 P. J. 


4742. 


Ghoſt; the Holy Ghoft then deſtending in a bodily 
Shape like a Dove upon him; and at the ſame time 
a Voice commg from Heaven, ſaying unto him, 
Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well plea- 
dc. | 
5 Our Lord, immediately after his Baptiſm, went 
into the Wilderneſs of Judæa, (where John began 
his Miniſtry) and was there for forty Days tempred 
of the Devil. From thence he went to Bethabara 


beyond Jordan, where John was —_— * 


The Day before his Arrival at Berhabara, the 
[Sanhedrin of the] Jews, ſent Prieſts and Levites 
from Jeruſalem to ask John [ whole Fame daily en- 
creaſed, by reaſon of ſo many continuing to reſort 


to his Baptiſm] who he was? Upon which he ex- 


preſly told them, that he was not the Chrif. 
They then asked him, whether he was Elias? He 
anſwer'd, he was not. They then put the Queſtion 
to him, whether or know he was that Prophet [ſpo- 
ken of by Moſes, Deut. xviii. 18.] and he anſwer- 
ed, No. They thereupon urging him to declare who 
he was, that rhey might give an Anſwer: to thoſe 
that ſent them, he declared, that he was the Voice 
of one crying iu the Wilderneſs, make ye ſtraight 
the way of the Lord, agreeably to what 1/aias had 
long before foretold of him. They then laſtly de- 
manded of him, why he then baptized, if he was 
neither that Chriſt, nor Elias, nor that Prophet? 
To which his Reply was, that hzs Bapri/m was on- 
ly with Water; but that there was ſuch an extraor- 
dinary Perſon among#? them as they knew not, 


whoſe Shoes he, whom they had ſo great an Opinion 


— 


— 


c Lake iii. 1—23. d Lake iv. 1, 2. e John i. 28, 29. 


of, 
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— 


— — 
* 


| the Ninth Chapter of DANIEL. 109 


of, was unworthy to unlooſe; [thereby plainly ac- A. P. J. 
quainting them, that not himſelf, but the ſaid Per- 
ſon, was the Meſſias; who, according to Daniel's 
Prophecy, was then amongſt them ; and of whom, 
upon the account of the ſaid Prophecy, there was 
at chat very time ſuch a great and univerſal Expecta- 
tion J 
Upon our Saviour's foreſaid Arrival at Bet habara, 
John, ſo ſoon as he ſaw him, cried out to the Stan- 
ders by, 

v. 29. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 4. 
way the Sins of the World! 

V. 30. This is he of whom 1 ſaid, after me com- 

eth a Man, who ir preferred before me, for he 
was before me. 

V. 31. And I knew him not: but that he ſhould 
be made manifest to Iſrael, therefore am I come 
baptizing with Water. And [at the ſame time] 
John bare Record and ſaid, I ſaw the Spirit de- 
ſcending from Heaven like a Dove, and it abode 
upon him. V. 32. 

y.33. Aud] had not known him, but that he that 
ſent me to baptize with Water, the ſame ſaid 
wunto me, upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the Spirit 
deſcending and remaining upon him, the ſame is 
he which. baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

v. 34. And 1 ſaw [the Spirit deſcending and re- 
maining upon him] and bare Record, that this 
is the Jon of God. 

The ſecond Day after 7Ze/#s, having gain'd ſome 
Diſciples who acknowledg'd him to be the Meſſias, 
went with them into GaZz/ee to Cana, where he per- 


t John i, 19—27. 


form'd 


Pry 


— 
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A. P. 


J. ſorm'd his firſt Miracle; by which he manifeſted 
forth his Glory, and confirm'd his Diſciples in their 


Belief of him s. 

After this, be and his Diſciples went down to 
3 and continuing there not many Days, 
{the Paſſover being at hand) he went up from 
thence to Jeruſalem, in the middle of this great 
Year, the Year of Jubilee, being full thirty Years 
old: and finding in the outward Court of the Tem- 
ple, thoſe that ſold Oxen, and Sheep, and Doves, 
for Sacrifice, and the Changers of Money, he made 
a Sconrge of ſmall Cords, and drove them all out 
of the Temple, and the Sheep and the Oxen, and 


poured out the Changers Money, and overthrew 


the Counting Tables, [no one offering to make Re- 
ſiſtance;] and to them that ſold Doves he ſaid, 
Take theſe things hence, make not my Fathers 
Honſe an Houſe of Merchandiſe. Whereby the 
following remarkable Prophecy of Malachi's con- 
cerning the Mẽſſias, was moſt exactly accompliſh'd. 
Chap. iii. V. 1. Behold, 1 will [end my Meſſenger, 
and he fhall prepare the way before me. And 
the Lord [the Meſſiah] whom ye ſeek, [or are in 
Expectation of,] hall ſuddenly come to his Tem- 
ple. Even the Meſſenger [or Angel] of the Co- 
venant, whom ye delight in: Behold, he ſhall 
come, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
V. 2. But who may abide the Day of his coming? 
And who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth ? For 


he is like a Refiner's Fire, and like Fuller's 
Soap. 


s John i. from V. 35. ad fin. John ii. V. 1—11. 
The 
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The ſaid Act of our Lord's, in ſo regulating the A. P. J. 


Abuſe and Prophanation of the Temple, was the 
firſt moſt publick and authoritative Act which he 
had perform'd, ſuch as the Jews were very much 
ſurprized at, and therefore demanded what Miracle 
he would ſhew for his being commiſſion'd to act af- 
rer ſo extraordinary a manner. To which his An- 
ſwer was, Deſtroy this Temple, [meaning, and (as 
it's probable) pointing to his Body, to which the 
Deity was infeparably united, and of which the 
Temple of Jeruſalem was only a Type, ] and in 
three Days I will raiſe it up b. 

In the time of the Feaſt, which laſted ſeven Days, 
many when they ſaw the Miracles which he did, 
believed in his Name 

The Paſſover, which our Lord this Year kept, was 
the firſt after his Baptiſm, and the only one which 
happen'd, and therefore the only one mention'd b 
the — before the Bapri/f's Impriſonment. 

The Baptiſt being caſt into Priſon a little after 
the Paſſover, our Saviour, fo ſoon as he heard of 
it, went into Galilee in a publick manner, preach- 
ing the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God; declaring, 
that the Time | foretold by Danzel, at the end of 
which the Me//ias was to make his Appearance, 
was fulfill'd, and the Kingdom of God [that King- 
dom which according to * Daniel ſhould never be - 
ftroyd) was at hand; that they ſhould therefore re- 
pent, and believe the Goſpel. And he taught in 
their Synagogues, being glorified of all". 


— — — vw gd 
— A... 


h John ii. 139—22. V. 23. 


k Chap. ii. V. 44. 


John iv. 3. Matt. iv. 12. Mark i. 14, 15. Lake iv. 14, 15. 
And 
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A. P. F. And here 'tis obſervable, that by our Saviour's 


thus beginning his Miniſtry in Galilee n, 1/aiah's 
Prophecy concerning the Land of Zebulun, and the 
Land of Naphtali, was in a remarkable manner ful- 
fill'd. 

The former Inhabitants of the ſaid Places“ were 


the firſt of the 7ewiſh Nation who were debaſed and 


carried away Captive by the Mhriaus. Their Inha- 
bitants therefore, in the latter Times, were to be ho- 
nour'd above the reſt of their Brethren, with the Pre- 
lence of the Meſſias; whoſe Name was Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Fa- 


ther, [or Father of Eternity,] he Prince of Peace. 


And accordingly, as it appears from the Evangeliſts, 
our Saviour's chiefeſt Reſidence was amongſt them, 
however diſreſpected they might be by their Bre- 
thren in other Parts, for being intermix'd with Gen- 
tiles, and the moſt remote from Jeruſalem. 
Amongſt them was he brought up; amongſt them 
he fuſt enter'd on his publick Miniſtry; to them he 
chiefly preach'd; out of them he choſe his Diſciples; 
and among them were moſt of his mighty Works 


perform'd. 


Our Saviour having enter'd (as now related) up- 
on his publick Miniſtry i Galilee, came to Nazareth 
where he had been brought up; and being in the 
Synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and ſtanding up to 
read, the Book of the Prophet Iſaias was delivered 
to him; and when he had opened it, he found the 
Place where it was Written. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he 


" bath anointed me to preach the Goſpel [proclaim 


 <— — — 


m Chap. ix. n 2 Kin. xv. 29. 


glad 
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glad Tidings] 70 the Poor; he hath ſent me to heal A. P. J. 
the broken-hearted, to preach [proclaim] Delive- 
rance to the Captives, and recovering of Sight to 
the blind; to ſet at Liberty thoſe that are bruiſed; 
r; + 2a [proclaim] ihe acceptable Tear of the 

ord. 

Having claſed the Book, and given it again to 
the Miniſter, (the Eyes of all in the Synagogue be- 
zug faſien'd on him) he ſaid unto them, this Day 
zs this Scripture fulfill d in your Ears. [This hap- 
pen'd in the Year of Jubilee, the beginning of it 
having been before uſher'd in by the Miniſtry of the 
Baptiſt. Ard by this our Saviour ſhew'd and de- 
clared his Commiſſion for entring on that Office, to 
which, at his Baptiſm, by the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and a Voice from Heaven, he had been be- 
fore ſolemnly inaugurated “. 

In this Year was the /econd Paſſover ſince our 4743. 
Saviour's Baptiſm, and is mentiond by ? St. John, 
Chap. v. 1. 

The third Paſſover in this Year is not mention'd 4744. 
by Sc. Zobn, but is deducible from the other Evan- 
geliſts, who acquaint us with our Saviour's walkin 
in the Corn Fields, and plucking the Ears of Corn 
on the firſt Sabbath after the ſecond Day of the Paſ- 
fover; and do likewiſe give us a particular Account 
of what was done this Year in Galilee. 

In this Year was the fourth Paſſover ſince our 4-45, 
Saviour's Baptiſm 3. 


o Luke iv. 16— 21. 
p That the Feaſt mention'd by St. John, Chap. v. was the Feaſt 
of the Paſſover, is ſhown by Torxzard in his Harmony Sc. p.146. 


q John vi. 4. 
2 Our 
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A. P. J. 


4746. 


— 


Our Saviour was in this Vear preſent at the Feat 
of Tabernactes, as likewiſe at the Feast of Dedica- 
tion. 

At the Paſſover in this Year, being the fifth at- 
ter his Baptiſm, in the middle of the ſeventieth Week, 
the Meſſias, according to Daniel's Prophecy was to 
be cut off. And, 

Agrecably to this, on the tenth of Nin, (the 
ſame Day on which ihe Pa/thal Lamb was taken up 
to be kept till the Paſſover,) our Saviour, rhe true 
Paſchal Lamb, the Lamb of God, which was to 
take away the Sins of the World, took his Journey 
to Jeruſalem; and being come to the Mount of 
Olrves, from thence ſet forward, in that humble 
and unuſual Pomp deſcrib'd by the Evangeliſts, and 
which was particularly, for above five hundred and 
forty Years before, foretold by the Prophet Zacha- 
rias; being attended with the whole Company of 
his Diſciples, and by great Multitudes of People, 
who being come to the Paſſover, and having heard 
of the great Miracle which he had juſt before 
wrought, in raiſing Lagarus from the Grave when 
he had been four Days dead, went out of Jern/a- 
lem on purpole to meet him, and to pay him a more 
than ordinary reſpect; with loud Voices, as they 


join'd and accompany'd him, rego:cing and praiſing 


God for all the mighty Works which they had ſeen 
and heard, ſaying, 

Bleſſed be the King that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord: Hoſannah to the Sau of David; Hoſan- 
nah in the higheſt ; [may Salvation and Profpcrity 


3 2 th. — the. Pa. 


r John vii. 2, 10. 1. 22. 


from 
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from Heaven attend this King, this Son of our Fa- 4 Y. * 
ther Dævid.] 

Herein accompliſhing the very Letter df Zacha- 
ria's Prophecy, concerning the Meſſiias, and the 
Behaviour of Numbers of the Jews towards him, in 
the following Words: 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion: Shout, 
O Daughter of Jerulalem. Behold thy King com- 
eth to thee! He is jut, and having Salvation, 
lowly, and widiug upon an Aſs; and upon a Colt, 
the Fole of an Aſs *. | 

With the {aid Atrendance as our Saviour Are. 
nigh to Jeraſalem, be beheld the City, and wept 
over itt, ſaying, 

If thou badi known, even iu this thy Day, [e- 
ven in this laſt Year of the *© four Years of the Me/- 
ſaah's offering himſelf in his own Perſon to the Jes 
the things that belong to thy Peace, [how happy 
would it have been for thee even then would God 
have accepted thee,] but now [by reaſon of Infide- 
liry, as a juſt Judgment] hey are hid from thine 
Eyes [thou art now going to put in Execution, 
what will occaſion the cutting down of the Vineyard 
thy utter Deſtruction, ] for the Days ſhall come 
upon thee, that thine Enemies ſhall caſt a Trench 
about thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep thee 
iu on every fide, and ſhall lay thee even with the 
Ground, and thy Children with thee; and they 
{hall zot leave iu thee one Stone upon another, be- 
canſe thou kneweſt not [1o as to acknowledge] the 
Time of thy Viſitation. 4 


— 


5 Zech. ix. 9. t Lake xiii. 6—9. 
(F 3 Being 


116 A Chronological 22 on 
A. P. 7. Being enter'd into the City, which was greatly 


moved at his Approach, He Went into the Temple, 
and finding the like kind of Prophanations commit- 
ted in the outward Court, as there were at the firſt 
Paſſover after his Baptiſm, he made uſe of the ſame 
Authority as before, by caſting out them that ſold 
Doves, and them that bought, ſaying unto them it 
is written, my Houſe is the Houſe of Prayer, and 


ye have made it a Den of Thieves \. 


On Friday, Ni/anig. April 3. our Saviour was 
crucified by the Zews; and thereby not only cut 
off, as far as in them lay, out of the Land of the 
Living, but alſo from being their King, they de- 
claring before his Crucifixion, that they had no King 
but Cæſar. 

Upon their putting him to Death, all their Sacri- 
fices and Oblations virtually ceaſed; as being of 
courſe, when that great Sacrifice, which they only 
preſignify'd was made, to be done away; and, how- 
ever continued to be offer'd by them, no longer ac- 
ceptable ro God. And this was ſufficiently denoted 
by the Veil (which ſeparated the moſt holy Place in 
the Temple from the Eyes of the People) renting 
in twain from the top to the bottom, at the ver 
time that our Saviour expired upon the Croſs. A 
moſt remarkable and convincing Proof, that God had 
forſaken his former Reſidence, and that the Tem- 


ple Service, as to Efficacy, was entirely at an end. 


The miraculous Darkneſs, which was over all 
the Earth, during the time of our Saviour's Cruci- 
fixion, was ſo great, as-to be taken notice of by 


** 
r 


v Matt. xxi. Mark, xi. Lake xix. John xii, I2——19, 


the 


the Ninth ( Chapter of D ANIEL. 


the Heathcn, in ſeveral remote parts of the World; A. P. J. 


and was ſet down by * Phlegon (who was ignorant 
of the true Cauſe) as the greateſt Eclipſz of the Sun 
that had ever happen'd; falling out in the nineteenth 
of Tiberius, in the fourth Year of the two hundred 
and ſecond Olymprad, and at the ſixth Hour; where- 
by the Vear, in which our Saviour was crucified, is 
exactly fix d: And thereby alſo, what God had long 
before declared by the Prophet Amos, was remark- 
ably fulfill'd, vg. That a Day ſhould come, in 
which he would cauſe the Sun to ge down at Noon, 
and would darken the Earth m the clear Day. 
That he would turn their Feaſts iuto Mourning, 
and all their Songs into Lamentation. That he 
would bring Sackcloth upon all Loins, and Bald- 
neſs upon every Head: and that he would make it 
as the Mourning of an only Jon, and the end there- 
of as a bitter Day*. And agreeably to this, 40 
the People that came together, to ſee our Saviour's 
Crucifixion, beholding the things that were done, 
[mote their Breaſts, and return d. 

Though out Lord was thus cut off by the Jews, 
yet Death, according to what Daniel had foretold, 
had not lang Dominion over him. The third Day, 
agrecably to what he had before declared, he, as 
God, raiſed himſelf, as Man, from the Grave; 
and by his Continuance upon Earth forty Days; by 


v. Phlegontis verba ad annum Imperii Tiberii 19, & Ohm. 202. 
guartum ſunt ejuſmmodi, forte ie nds wiyien T irpague- 
Ie wehre, % vwZz we txty © Hua, A woe Agi NY Save 
© a» A. THarwos TE MEY 5 A Bi ede 24 N Nixcινj,s 4 
t geiL. 


* Am. viii. 9, 10. y Lake xxiii. 48. 


his 
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A. P. J. his Aſcenſion into Heaven in the Sight of his Apo- 


4749. 


ſtles, and others who believed in him; and, laſtly, 
by his Miſſion, according to his Promiſe, of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt; he fo fully confirm'd his Followers in the 
Truth of all that he had ſaid and done, as made 
them even rejoice in ſuffering Perſecutions, Tor- 
ments, and the moſt painful Deaths, for his and for 
the Goſpel's ſake. 

At T:/7:, in this Year, The ſeventieth Week end- 
ed, in which the Meſſias was to make a firm Cove- 
nant, by himſelf, and his Apoſtles, with the 7ews ; 
and in the middle of which, by an Act peculiar to 
himſelf, he was to cauſe the Sacrifice and Oblation 
to ceaſe. a 

During the Time which paſſed from the Feaſt of 
Penteco f next after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, till 
the Cloſe of the ſaid Week, the Apoſtles preach'd 
the Goſpel to thoſe of the Jewiſh Nation only *, de- 
claring unto them, that ante them firf?, God ha- 
ving raiſed up his Jon Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs 
them, in turning away every one of them from 
their Iniquities. | 

Immediately after the Expiration of the /aid laft 
Week, Cornelius, with his Kinſmen and Friends, 
were baptized in the Name of the Lord. Up- 
on which the Fews ceafed to be the peculiar Peo- 
ple of God, the Gentiles being now admitted to the 
{ame Privilege with them of having the Mord [or 
Goſpel] of God preached unto them *. And there- 


i. 26.  * K. $4,498. 
d Ads xi. 18. wY 


fore 
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fore the Diſciples at Teruſalem, as ſoon as they were A.P. * 
informed of what had paſſed, gor ifed God, foraſ- 
much as unto the Gentiles allo (a Myſtery they 


were before unacquainted with,) he had granted 
Repentance unto Life ©. 


c Ads x. 36. 


CHAS 
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A ſhort Account of the Jewiſh Nation, at- 
ter the Expiration of the ſeventy Weeks. 


HE remaining Particulars in the ninth Chap- 

ter of Danzel, immediately following the 
Prophecy of the ſeventy Weeks, are in relation to 
what ſhould befal the Jews in a ſhort time after the 
Expiration of the ſaid Weeks, vg. that the Deſtru- 
ction of their City and Sanctuary, ſhould be by the 
Reman Armies; and that they, for having rejected 
and put to Death the Meſſias, ſhould continue the 
Objects of God's Wrath, even till that fer Time 
which was decreed ſhould come. 

Now the exact Time, when the Deſtruction of the 
City and Temple ſhould be, was not reveal'd to Da- 
niel. His Prayer was fully anſwer'd, and more 
than fo, in being fo exactly inform'd, when The mf? 
holy one was to be anointed, and when to be cut off: 
But what was not then diſcover'd to him, was made 
known by car Saviour to his Diſciples. For, after 
he had made his Triumphant Entry into Jeruſalem, 
in the manner before given, as fome were admiring 
the ſtatcly Buildings of the Temple, he declared, 
that H Days wonld come, in which it ſhould be en- 
tirely demoliſh'd. And in relation to the City, he 
foretold its utter Deſtruction, when he view'd and 
wept over it. 

Being therefore upon this ask'd privately by four 
of his Diſciples, when theſe Things ſhould be, he 
anſwer'd, 
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the Ninth Chapter of DaAn1tL, 
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anſwer'd, that #he Goſpel of the Kingdom ſhould be A P. F. 
preach'd in all the World, for a IVitneſs unto all 
Nations, [that he was the Meſſias,] and that ther 
the end [the Deſtruction of the City and Temple 
foretold by Dauiel] ſhould come. And that thoſe 
who ſhould then believe in him might be forewarn'd 
of, and ſo eſcape in thoſe calamitous Times which 
were coming on the Jews; he farther added. 
And when ye ſhall fee the Abomination of the De- 
ſalat ion ſpoken of by the Prophet Daniel /fanding in 
the holy Place, or where it onght not, i.e. accord- 
ing to Sr. Luke; when ye ſhall ſee Jeratalem encom- 
paſs'd with Armies, then know that the Deſolation 
thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Ju- 
dæa flee ta the Mountatus, and let them which are 
in the mid? of it depart out, and let not them 
which are in the Countries enter thereinto. For 
theſs are the Days of Vengeance, that all things 
which are written [by the Prophets] may be ful- 
fd. And thus, according to {/ai#'s Prophecy, 
were the Days of Vengeance by our Saviour pro- 
claim'd. gan 
Accordingly, in this Year, after there had been, 
as our Lord had foretold, Famimes and —— 7779. 


in divers places, and the Fews had had amongſt them 
fearful Sights and great Signs from Heaven, in a 
dreadful manner portending their final Deſtruction, 
and the Nearneſs of it, and which are particular] 

mention'd by * Joſephus and © Tacitus, 4a Tumult 
about the Time of the Paſſover, in the twelſth of 


a Matt. xxiv. Mark xiii. Lake xxi. b De B. J. I. vi. c. 5. 
c Hiſtor, I. 5. ed. Lipſ. p. Gz f. 
4 Joſ. Ant. I. 20. c. 10 p. o:. de B. J. J. 2. p. 10)8. 
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Nero, in the ſecond of Florus's being Procurator 
of Judæa, and in the ſeventeenth of Agrippa's Reign, 
broke out at Cz/area, which gave occaſion to the 
War that enſued. 

Not long after the ſaid Tumult ©, 3600 Jews 
were ſlain by the Roman Soldiers, let in upon them 
by Florus, for their having reviled him for his ty- 
rannical Government, many of whom were firſt 
ſcourged, and then crucified. 

In July or AuguF, 20000 Fews were maſſa- 
creed at Cz/area, and® 50000 in one Day, upon the 
account of a Sedition, ſlain in Alexandria. 

The Jews upon this being every where up in 
Arms, * Ceſtius the Roman Preſident of Syria, with 
a powerful Army, invaded Judæa and Galilee; and 
having burnt ſome Cities, in one of which 8400 
Fews were ſlain, he at the Feaſt of Tabernacles this 
Year [when there had been juſt thirty Years from 
the end of Daniel's ſeventy Weeks, which were 
the exact Number of Years of our Saviour's Age; 
at the firſt Paſſover after his Baptiſm, immediately 
after which he enter'd upon his Miniſtry,] came 
and encamped within ſix Miles and an half of Jeru- 
ſalem; where, being ſet upon by great Numbers of 
the Zews who from all Parts were arrived upon the 
account of the Feaſt, his whole Army was in danger 
of being entirely cur off ; but freſh Troops comin 


in to his Aſſiſtance, the Fews were at laſt obliged 
ro retreat. 


f De B 
s De B. J. . 
h De B. J. l. 2. c. 18, 19. 
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About four Days after, Ceſtius with his whole Ar- A. P. J. 


my advanced within leſs than a Mile of Jeruſa- 
lem, and for the ſpace of three Days made no At- 
tempt againſt it; but upon the fourth Day, he en- 
ter'd it with his Forces, and having gain'd the low- 
er, advanced to the higher City, and fat down be- 
fore the Palace: At which very time, ſays 7o/e- 
phus, if he had but made an Aſſault, he might im- 
mediately have carried the Place, and put an end to 
the War; but it ſeems that he was diverted from 
this by ſome of the chief Officers in the Army, who 
being bribed by Florus, that the War might be pro- 
long'd for his Intereſt, and the Deſtruction of the 
Jews, gave Advice to the contrary. 

About fix Days after, Ceſtius with the Flower of 
his Army, made an Aſſault upon the Temple, and 
within a ſhort time gain'd Ground fo far, as that he 
was juſt going to ſer the Gates on Fire; which ſo 
dishearten'd the factious Party, that many of them 
fled. Upon which thoſe who were for the Romans 


would have open'd the Gates to Ceſtius, as their 


Friend and Benefactor ; but he neither minding their 
good Inclinations towards him, nor rhe Deſpair 
of the Rebels, all of a ſudden, withour any apparent 
Reaſon, by a kind of judicial Infatuation, broke u 
the Siege, and haſtily march'd off from Jeruſalem, 
and being purſued by the Seditious, fled to a City 
about ſixty Miles off. And then many eminent 
Jews [taking hold of the remarkable Signal before 
given by our Lord] fled from Jeruſalem as from a 
ſinking Ship, believing that in a ſhort time it would 
be taken by the Romans. 
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4781. 


4782. 


4783. 


By this time the Goſpel (a few Years before 
8 throughout the Roman Empire) was pub- 
iſn'd in all the World. 

Towards the end of this Year | r0000 Fews were 
maſſacred by the Gentiles in Damaſcus, and w 
18000 fell in Engagements by the Romans. 

In the beginning of this Year, Leſpaſian, who 
was ſent by Nero in the room of Ceſtins, invaded 
Galilee; and before the end of it, entirely ſubdued 
it, with the DeſtruCtion of above 63900 of its In- 
habirants. | 

In this ſame Year, the Fews in Feruſalem, being 
divided into Factions, waged War amongſt them- 
ſelves: »And 20500 of the Citizens were ſlain by 
the Zealots and [dummaans. 

In this Year ? 7000 Women and Children were ſlain 
in Jeruſalem by the S:carians, and 126000 Fews 
in Judæa were ſlain by the Romans. 

In this Year * there were great Wars and Commo- 
tions in the Roman Empire; during which , the 
Jews at Jeruſalem were in a horrid manner working 
their own Deſtruction : And by reaſon of the Dit- 
ſenſions and Wars amongſt themſelves, vaſt Quanti- 
ties of Proviſion, which might have ſerved tor man 
Years, were conſumed and burnt: So that durin 
the Siege, which was in the next Year begun by Tz- 
tur, Multitudes died of Famine and the Peſtilence. 

At the time of the Paſſover this Year, Titus (Son 
to Veſpaſian who was lately made Emperor of Rome) 
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laid Siege to Feruſalem; (after that the Jews, who A. P. J. 


from all Quarters were arrived upon the account of 
the Feaſt, had gained Admittance, ) and about twen- 
ty four Days after, gain'd the firſt Wall; and about 
eight Days from thence, the ſecond. 

The Character © which Zo/ephus gives of the Be- 
ſieged is remarkable, viz. that there was never a 
Race of Men from the beginning of the World fo a- 
bominably wicked as they were; nor did ever (as he 
adds) any People ſuffer ſuch dreadful Calamities. 

For ſeveral Days together, 50 or more Fews 
(whom the Famine had conſtrain'd too ſeek for 
Herbs without the Walls, and the Romans upon that 
occaſion had taken Priſoners,) were, after having 
been firſt ſcourged, crucified ; ſome one way, and 
ſome another; inſomuch that at length room was 


wanting for Croſſes, and Croſſes for Perfons. A 


moſt juſt and remarkable Puniſhment for thoſe who 
had crucified their Me//ras / 

About rwo Months after the beginning of the 
Siege, the Romans caſt up a Wall round about the 
City, almoſt five Miles in compaſs; and on the out- 
ſide built Fortreſſes round ir, in order to cut off from 
the Beſieged all Hopes of Eſcape or Relief; where- 
by what our Saviour in relation to this Particular 
had foretold was moſt exactly accompliſh'd. 

Of thoſe that fled our of the Ciry to the Romans, 
*2000 in one Night had their Bellies ripped up by 
ſome of the Soldicrs, in hopes of finding Gd, which 
they ſuſpected they had ſwallow'd in their Entrails. 
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From the beginning of the Siege, to about two 
Months and an half after, 7 115880 of the Fews 
were buried at the publick Charge, and 600000 of 
the poorer ſort thrown dead over the Walls, beſides 
others, whole Numbers were not known. 

Shortly after the third Wall was? gain'd by Titus, 
and the Caſtle Antonia taken, which was entirely 
demoliſh'd. 

By reaſon of the Famine, * the Beſieged were re- 
duced to ſuch Extremity, as that rhey were forced 
to eat Hay, Leather, or whatever they could meet 
with: And one Woman, a Perſon of Quality, [as 
b Mofes for about 1541 Years before foretold,] flew 
and boil'd her own Child for her Suſtenance ; which 
made Titus declare, That he would utterly deſtroy 
that City in which ſuch a Crime had been commir- 


.ted; and that the:Fathers of the Place, rather than 


the Mothers, ſhould. have ſuch Meat ſet before them; 
foraſmuch as, notwithſtanding the unheard of Cala- 


mities which they had brought upon themſelves, 


they would not be induced to accept of the merciful 


Terms he had fo often offer'd them, and lay down 
. their Arms. 


On the tenth Day of the fifth Month ©, the Tem- 


ple, after the battering Engines had for fix Days to- 


gether play'd upon it without Succeſs, was ſet on 


fire by a private Soldier, contrary to the Commands 


and Intentions of his General, who had reſolved, 


and uſed all poſſible Means to preferve it. And 


On the ſame Day of the ſame Month, (a Day and 
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Month fatal to the Fews) the firſt Temple was A. P. 7 


burnt by Nebuchadanezzar. | 
In one of the Buildings belonging to the Temple 
ſer on fire, © 6000 Perſons, who were gathered thi- | 


ther by a falſe Prophet promiſing them Deliverance, 
periſh'd in the Flames: And ſhortly after, 8400 in 
the City were ſlain by their own Countrymen, 
Within a few Days after the Temple was ſet 
on fire, © the lower City was taken and burnt, and 


about three Weeks after the higher: All the Perſons | 
that made Reſiſtance, and all old and feeble Perſons 
being put to the Sword; and of thoſe that were ta- | 


ken Priſoners, 12000 died for want of Food. 

In the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, our Saviour's Pre- 
dictions concerning it were exactly accompliſh'd; 
VIS. , 

The Jews fell by the Edge of the Sword, ö 
L t100000 having periſh'd during the Siege.] Aud 
were led away Captive into all Nations. The 
Captives taken during the War * amounting to 97000, 
the chiefeſt of whom were reſerv'd for Titus Tri- 
umph. Thoſe of them that were under ſeventeen 
Years of Age were ſold for Slaves; and of thoſe a- 
bove, ſome were ſent into g ypt to work in the * | 
Mines; and the greateſt part of the reſt were dil- HE | 
perſed throughout the Roman Provinces, to make 


Diverſion in the Theatres, by becoming Gladiators, a 
and encountring with Beaſts. ; 
And Jeruſalem was trodden down of the Gen- ö 


tilesb'. The Temple and all the City, (a part of 
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the weſtern Wall, and three Towers only being pre- 
ſerved, for a Teſtimony to Poſterity of the Strength 
of the Place,) being ſo entirely level'd with the 
Ground, (plougb'd over according to the Roman 
Cuſtom, when a final Deſtruction was made, ] that 
ſcarcely any Paſſenger could believe that the Place 
had ever been inhabited. So that hereby not only 
our Saviour's, but likewife Micab's, remarkable Pro- 
phecy was fulfill'd, vg. that Zion, for the Wicked- 
nels of its Inhabitants, ſhould be plough'd as a Field : 
that Jeruſalem ſhould become Heaps of Rubbijb ; 
and the Meuntains of the Houſe, viz. the Temple, 


as the high places of the Foreſt “. 


The laſt Particular that remains now to be taken 
notice of in Daniels Prophecy concerning the 
Zews, is, in relation to their State and Condition, 


after the Deſtruction of their City and Sanctuary, vi. 


4784. 


that they ſhould continue the Objects of the Me / 


fi#s Wrath, till the final time determined ſhould 


come. 
Accordingly Titus, aſter his Arrival in Rame, ſent 


Lucilius Baſſus into Judæa, to reduce ſome Places 
of Strength which remain'd unconquer'd; who, be- 


ing arrived, in a ſhort time took the ſtrong Caſtle of 


Machæron, with the Slaughter of 1700 of the 7eus; 
and not long after he flew 3000 more in the Foreſt 


of Sardes. 


About the ſame time Orders came from Cz/ar, 


that all the Lands of Judæa ® ſhould be ſold, ex- 
cepting Emmaus, which was to be given to ſome 
ſoldiers who had behaved themſelves well in the 


m L. 7. 6.6. f. 5. 
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War; and that a Vearly Tribute ſhould be paid of A. P. J. 
two Drachmas by the Fews, throughout the Roman | 
Empire, to the Capitol; which was the very Sum 
they had before Yearly paid to the Temple. 
* Baſſus dying in udæa, Flavius Sylva 4785. 
was ſent thither, who immediately“ laid Siege to a 
very ſtrong Caſtle, called Maſſuda, the only Place 
that remain'd unſubdued: Upon which the Beſieged, 
in Number about 960, finding that they were una- 
ble to hold out long, ſlew themſelves, and thereby 
put an end to the War; the whole Land being then 
entirely deprived of all its Inhabitants. 
After this many of the Fews were ſlain in Alex- 
audria, and? 3000 were put to Death at rene, by 
the Preſident of Libya. 
In this Year vaſt Numbers of the Jeus were cut 4828. 
off by the Emperor Trajan, upon the account of 
their Inſurrections in ſeveral Provinces of the Em- | 
pire: And foraſmuch as their Rebellion began in | 
C'yprus, and the greateſt Barbarities had been there 
committed by them, it was publickly enacted, that 
no 7ew, though driven by Tempeſts, ſhould land 
in Cyprus, upon Pain of preſent Death. 
About this time the Emperor Ælius Hadrianus 4844. 
built a City where Jeruſalem had before ſtood, chiet- 
ly by the Aſſiſtance of the eus, by whom it was 
for the moſt part inhabited, and gave it the Name 
of Alia Capitolina, He placed likewiſe in it a Ro- 
man Colony, and built a Temple to Jupiter Capito- 
linus ; which gave great Offence to the Fews, who | 
ſhortly after broke out into a Rebellion, upon the 
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account of his prohibiting them the Uſe of Circum- 
ciſion, and were headed by a notorious Impoſtor, 
who ſtyled himſelf the Star foretold by Balaam. 

About this time was Ælia Capitolina taken and 
demoliſh'd; and a great many thouſands of the Jews 
ſlain by Tinius Rufus, Governor of Judæa. 

About the beginning of Anguf?, in this Year, 
was the ſtrong City Bz?ther taken. 

In this Year the War ended, with the Deſtruction 
of 580000 Fews. 

Of thoſe that were taken Priſoners, almoſt incre- 
dible Numbers were ſold for Slaves; others died of 
Famine; and others were lain like Beaſts by the 
Pagans. | 

About this time happen'd the laſt and moſt dread- 
ful Diſperſion of the Fews, when the ſmall Remain- 
der of thoſe whom the Sword and Famine had left 
were baniſh'd out of Judæa, and forbidden ever to 
return to, or come in yiew of it, under Pain of im- 
mediate Death: And from that time to this very 


Day have the Fewws been in a moſt remarkable man- 


ner diſperſed and ſcatter'd over the Face of the Earth, 
rejected of God, and deſpiſed of Men: And their 
Blindneſs, Obſtinacy, and Puniſhment, have been ren- 
der'd ſo viſible to all, that at the fame time that they 


violently oppoſe, they are undeniable Witneſſes of, 
the Trurh of the Goſpel. 


And in this State will the generality of them con- 
tinue, till he Times, ſays our Saviour, of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfill'd; till the Fulneſs (as St. Paul ex- 
plains it) of the Gentiles come in; viz. till a more 
glorious and complete Converſion of the Heathen 
— than as yet has happen'd be accompliſh- 
ed. 


J ä Then 
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Then /e Spirit of Grace and Supplication be- 
ing pour d from on High into their Hearts, they 
ſhall look upon him whom they have pierced, and 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only Son ; 
and be in Bitterneſs for him, as one that is in Bit. 
terneſs for his Firſt-born. 

Then will the Divine Vengeance, which has been 
ſo long and ſo dreadfully inflicted on them, be ap- 
peaſed. 

God will ariſe, and have Mercy upon Sion; 
build up Jeruſalem, and reigu in it, before his Au- 
cients, gloriouſly. All Iſrael, according to the Pre- 
dictions concerning them, will be ſaved ; and from 
thenceforward, together with all the Faithful; reign 
over all their Enemies. 
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A. 


INC E the writing of the foregoing Treatiſe, it 
was obſerv'd by a very learned and judicious 
Perſon, that I had not faid any thing in it concern- 
ing the Diviſion of 69 of the 70 Weeks into ſever 
Weeks, and threeſtore and two Weeks. An Omiſſion 
which I muſt own I purpoſely made, as believing 
that there was nothing material in the ſaid Diviſion, 
or that no ſatisfactory Account could be given of it. 
But having now, upon farther Conſideration, alter'd 
my Opinion, I ſhall endeavour in this Place, to de- 
duce from the following Verſes in Ezekze! what I 
rake to be the true Reaſon of /e ſeventy Weeks 


being divided into /e Weeks, threeſcore and 
to Weeks, and ove Week. 


The Verſes are, 
Chap. iv. V. 4. Lie thou alſo upon thy left ſide, and 
lay the Iniquity of the Houſe of Iſrael upon it; 
according to the Number of the Days that thou 
ſhalt lie upon it, thou ſhalt bear their Iniquity. 

V. 5. For I have laid upon thee the Tears of their 
Iniquity, according to the Number of the Days, 
three hundred and ninety Days; fo ſhalt thou 
bear the Iniquity of the Houſe of lHrael. 

6. And when thou haſt accompliſh'd them, lie a- 
gain on thy right fide, and thou ſhalt bear the 
Iniquity of the Houſe of Judah forty Days; 1 
have appointed thee each Day for a Tear. 

In relation to theſe Verſes (however improper 
they may ſeem at firſt ſight for the Purpoſe I pro- 
duce them) it may be obſerved, 

x. That to bear the Iniquity of another, ſignifies, to 


bear the Puniſhment of another's Iniquity; as in Lev. 
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xvi. 22, I/ liii. 4. £zek. xiv. 10. and xviii. 19, 20. 
2. That Egebiel's bearing the Iniquity of the 
Houſe of Iyael, and the Iniquity of the Houſe of 
Judah was not, nor could be, a real, but a repreſen- 
tative bearing of the Iniquity of the Houſe of I/ 
rael, and of the luiquity of the Houſe of Judah. 

3. That the Number of the Vears of the Iniquity 
of the Houle of Yael, or the Number of the Years 
by which it was to be known how long the Houſe of 
Lyrael had tran , eſſed their Duty, was three hundred 
and ninety Vans, 2nd the Number of the Years of 
the Iniquity of the Houle of Judah, or the Number 
of the Years by which it was to be known how long 
the Houſe of Judah had tranſgreſſed their Duty, was 
40 Years. | 

4. Thar the Years of the Iniquity of the Houſe of 
Iſrael, are plainly and evidently diſtinguiſh's from 
the Years of the Iniquity of the Houſe of Fudabh; 
and that Zzekzel was not repreſentatively to bear 
the Iniquity of the Houle of Judah, till he had firſt 
repreſentatively bore the Iniquity of the Houle of 
Iſiael And that therefore rhe forty Years of the 
Iniquity of the Houſe of Judah are not to be con- 
fider'd as included in the three hundred and ninety 
Years of the Iniquity of rhe Houſe of Iſael, but 
as ſcparate from, and excluſive of, the ſaid Years. - 

5. Thar the Years of the Iniquity of the Houle 
of 7/7ael, and the Years of the Iniquity of the Houle 
of 71dah, were laid upon E2ekzel, that he might 
thereby typically ſhew, that the Judgments mention- 
cd Chap. v. would in a ſhort time be inflicted on 
the Inhabitants of Jeru/alem and Judæa, upon the 
account of the Years of the Tranſgreſſion of the 
Houle of 1/rael, and of the Years of the Tranigreſ- 
ſion of the Houſe of Judah. 

6, Thar, 
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6. That, foraſmuch as the Vears of the Iniquity of 
the Houſe of 1/rael are fo plainly diſtinguiſh'd from 
the Years of the Iniquity of the Houſe of Judah, 
as that the latter cannot be included in the former; 
and foraſmuch as the Inhabitants of Feruſalem and 
Judæa were to be in a few Years puniſh'd upon the 
abovemention'd Account; it will follow, that the 
three hundred and ninety Years of the Iniquity of 
the Houſe of [/rae/ muſt belong to all the Houſe 
of I/7ael, as conſiſting of twelve Tribes; and that 
the forty Years of the Iniquity of the Houſe of Ju- 
dah muſt relate to the Inhabitants of Fern/alem and 
Judæa, after the ten Tribes were carried away Cap- 
tive by Shalmaneſer: For otherwiſe the Houſe of 
Judah would be puniſh'd for Tranſgreſſions, which 
were not committed by them. 

7. That the Years of the Iniquity of the Houſe of 


Iſrael, before the Captivity of the ten Tribes, and 


the Years of the Iniquiry of the Houle of Judah after 
the ſaid Captivity began, do, when join'd toge- 
ther, amount to four hundred and thirty Years. And 
four hundred and thirty Years (as appears by the 
foregoing Treatiſe) are the exact Number of J/ork- 
ing Years, and Years of Jubilee, belonging to ſeven- 
ty Sabbatical Vears; and ſeventy Sabbatical Vears, 
are the exact Number of Sabbatical Years belonging 
to ſeventy Weeks. 

8. That therefore Zzekzel, by lying on his left 
Side, and lay ing upon it the Iniquity of the Houle 
of Iſrael, did thereby ſhew, that the Houle of Judah 
would be puniſh'd for neglecting, together with their 
Brethren who were carried into Captivity by Hal- 
manefer, the Sabbatical Years which belonged to 
three hundred and ninety Years; and that the ſnid 
Houſe of Judah would be likewiſe punith'd for ne- 


glecting, 
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glecting, after the Captivity of their Brethren, the 
Sabbatical Years belonging to forty Years. 

From theſe Premiſes it will follow, 

9. That the Number of Sabbatical Years which 
were not kept by all Val, as they ought to have 
been, was /exty three; and that the Number of Sab- 
batical Years, which were not kept as they ought to 
have been by the Houle of Judah, after their Bre- 
thren were carried away Captive, was /even. For, 


Firſt, 390 the Years of the Iniquity of the Houſe of 1/aed. 
9 the Jubilees kept. 


— ——— 


6) 381 (63 the 63 Sabbatical Years which were not kept 
36 by all 1frael. 
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(3) the remaining Working Years. 


Secondly, 40 the Years of the Iniquity of the Houſe of Jadab. 
I the Jubilee kept. | 


6) 39 (6 fix of the Sabbatical Years not kept by the 
36 Houſe of Judah. 


— 


3 the remaining Working Years. 


Thirdly, The two Remainders being join'd toge- 
ther amount to 6, and therefore one for a Sabbatical 
Year muſt be added: And the ſaid Sabbatical Year 
muſt be added to the other fix Sabbatical Years not 
kept by the Houle of Judah after the Removal of the 
ten Tribes out of the Land, becaule, as it appears 
the Table of the 7euiſh Kings, the Time of Shalma- 
neſer's laying Siege to Samara, about three Years 
before he carried away the ten Tribes Captive, was 
731 Years from the Entrance of the Children of I/ 
rael into Canaan ; and therefore the ſaid Siege hap- 


pening 
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pening in the third Vear from the laſt Sabbatical 
Year; and the ten Tribes being carried away Cap- 
tive three Years after, the Houle of Judah only was 
anſwerable for neglecting to let their Land keep Sab- 
bath the Year following. Hence, 

10. The Reaſon of the Diviſion of the 70 Weeks 
in Danzel ſeems to be this, vis. That as the Num- 
ber of the ſaid Weeks was determin'd to be 70, ra- 
ther than any other Number, in Alluſion and Con- 
formity to 70 preceding Weeks, in which the Jews 
had not kept as they ought to have done, 70 Sabba- 
tical Years: So the Diviſion likewiſe of the ſaid 
Weeks in Dauiel into 7 Weeks; 62 Weeks, and one 
Week, or in other Words, 63 Wecks; was in Allu- 
ſion and Conformity to the Diviſion which was 
made, of the Sabbatical Years which were neglect- 
ed in the foreſaid 70 preceding Weeks; by the Houle 
of Fudah's neglecting, after their Brethren were car- 
ried Captive into a ſtrange Land, ſeven Sabbatical 
Years; and by their neglecting, together with the o- 
ther Tribes, ty three Sabbatical Years more. And 
thus the Fews, by the Diviſion, as well as by the 
Number of Daniel's Weeks, were reminded of the 
Tears of their former Iniquity. | 

To what hath been ſaid, it ſeems needleſs to add, 
that The laſt eek, tho' belonging to the 62 Weeks, 
was to be conſider'd as diſtinct from them; becauſe 
in this Weck the Meſſiah was to be anonted, and to 
fulfil his Miniſtry ; and zo be cut vo; and to confirm 
the Covenant with many: all which great Events 
happening in one Week, it was neceſſary to diſtin- 
guiſh it from the reſt, tho' in another View it was 
to be conſider'd as annex'd to them, and making up 
one Number of „ty three Mess. 

00 


A 
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A Chronological Table, from the Eutrauce of the Iſra- 


elites 2 Canaan, to the ſeventh Month of the 
Jews, in the eleventh of Zedekiah. 


Kings of IN this Year, on the tenth Day of the Kings of | 4.2.7. | 
Judab. | firſt Month, Joſhua conducted the 979% 3242. l 
1ſraelites over Jordan. | 
At N:/ar, the fourth Year of $o/omon, 3681. | 
and the four hundred and fortieth ſince ! 
the Entrance of the [/raelttes into Ca- il 
aan, began. 1 K. vi.1. 1 
At N:/an Solomon's fortieth and laſt 3717. 1 
Vear began. He dying ſhortly after, l 
was ſucceeded by his Son Rehyboam, who 
reign'd ſeventeen Years. 1 Kin. xiv. 21. | 
2 Chr. xii. 13. | 
Upon Rehoboam's Acceſſion to the | 
Re boboam Throne, ten Tribes revolted from him, 
and made Feroboam the Son of Nebat 
their King, who reign'd twenty two 
Years. 1 Kin. xii. 20. xiv. 20. 
At Niſan Rehoboam's and Jeroboam's Yeroboam. 
ſecond Vear began. 
Abiſam. Rehoboam died a little before Niſan, 
in the end of the ſeventeenth Vear of his 
Reign, and was ſucceeded by his Son A. 
b1jam, who began his Reign in the eigh- 
teenth of 7eroboam, and was therefore 
made King after Niſau. He rcign'd three id 
Years. I Kin. xv. 12. 9 


At N:/an Abijam's third and laſt, and 
p Fero- 


3718. 


3734. l 


3736. 
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4. P. J. 
3737. 


3739. 


3762. 


3763. 


2 
Aſa. 


Kings of Feroboarn's twentieth, began. 
Judah. 


Kings ot 
Abijam died a little before Niſan, Hrael. 
and was ſucceeded by his Son Aſa, who 

began his Reign in the twentieth of Je- 
roboam, Viz. inthe end of it; ſo near the 

firſt of Nz/an, that on that Day his fiiſt, 

and not the ſecond, Year began. He 
reign'd forty one Years, 1 Kin. xv. 10. 

2 Chr. xvi. 13. | 

At Niſan Aſa's ſecond Year began, and Nada 
Jeroboam's twenty ſecond and laſt. Not 
long after Feroboam died, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by his Son Nadab; who began 
his Reign in the ſecond of Aa, and 
reign'd two Years. I KIA. xiv. 20. xv. 25. 

At Niſan Aſa's third, and Nadab's ſe- Baaſba. 
cond and laſt, began. Shortly after Na- 
dab was ſhin by Baaſha, who began his 
Reign in the third of Aſa, and reign'd 
twenty four Years. 1 Xin. xv. 28, 33. 

At N:fan Aſa's twenty ſixth, and Ba- 1. 
aſha's twenty fourth and laſt, began. Ba-. 
aſha dying ſhortly after, was ſucceeded 
by his Son Elah; who began his Reign 
in the twenty ſixth of Aſa, and reign'd 
two Years. I Kin. xvi. 8. 

At Niſan Aſa's twenty ſeventh, and 
Elah's ſecond and laſt, began. In the 
twenty ſeventh of Aa, Elah was ſlain 
by EZimri, who reign'd feven Years in 
Tirzah. £imri being dead, half of the 
People follow'd Tibni to make him King, 
and half follow'd Omr:. 1 Kin. xvi. 15 


| —2. 2. 


* At 
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Kings of Ar Nz/an Aſa's thirty firſt began; and Kings of 4. J. 
Judab. in the — 2 of Ale, Om: reign'd 1 3767 
over all Jracl. He reign'd in all twelve : 
Years, big. fix Years he reigu'd in Tir- 
Sah, and the reſt of his time in Sama- 
ria, Which he built. 1 Xin xvi. 23, 24, 
28. | 

At Niſan Aſa's thirty eighth began, 4bab. 3774. 
and Omri's eighth and laſt over all [/-ae7. 
Omri dying, was ſuccecded by his Son 
Ahab, who began his Reign in the thir- 
ty cighth of A/a, and reign'd twenty 
two Years. I XIu. xvi. 29. 


phat. 


At Ni ſan Aſa's forty firſt and laſt, and 3777. l 
Ahab's fourth, began. = 
Delica Aſa died a little before Niſau, and was 3778. | 


ſucceeded by his Son Zehoſhaphat, who 
began his Reign in the fourth of Ahab, 
VIZ, in the end of it, fo near the firſt of 
Ni ſau, that on that Day his firſt Year 
began. He rcign'd rwenty five Years. 
1 Av. xx. 42, 20 2-30 

At Niſan Fehoſhaphat's ſeventeenth, A and] 3794. 
and Abab's twenty firſt, began: And in 499% 
the ſeventeenth of Zehoſhaphat, Aha gi- 
ah. the Son of began to reign in 
Conjunction with his Father, and reign- 
ed in ail two Years. 1 Kin. xxii. 51. 
At Niſan Fehoſhaphat's eighteenth, 3795. 
Ahaziah's ſecond and laſt, and Ahab's 
twenty ſecond and laſt, began. Shortly 
after N:/an Ahab fell in Battel. 

In the beginning of this Year, ſome Jehoram. 3796. 
time before Nz/an, Ahaziah died of a 

\ S 4 Fall, 


—ͤͤ —— 
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; Judah. 


27099. | Fehoſha- 
* phat and 


Je horam. 


3802. |Fehoram 
alone. 


3806 | Abariah. 


Kings of Fall, and was ſucceeded by his Brother Kings of 


Jehoram, who began his Reign in the I _ 
cightcenth of Feboſaphat, viz. towards 
the end of it, and in the ſecond of 7e/b9- 
ram the Son of 7ehoſhaphat, as his Fa- 
ther's Vice-Roy. 2 Kin. i. 17. iii. 1. 
He reign'd twelve Years, 15. 
At Ni/an Jehoſpaphat's twenty ſecond, 
and Zehoram the Son of Ahab's fifth, began. 
And in the fifth of Joram Son of Ahab, 
(Fehoſhaphat being then King of Ju- 
dah) Jehoram the Son of Jehoſhaphat 
began to reign in Conjunction with his 
Father, and from hence reign'd cight 
1 Am. „. 2 Ch. xxi. 


20. 

At Niſau Jehoſbaphat's twenty fifth 
and laſt, and 7ehoram the Son of Abab's 
eighth, and 7ehoram the Son of Fehoſha- 


phat's fourth, began. 


Ar Niſan Joram the Son of Ahab's Jebu. 
tweltth and laſt, and Zehoram the Son 
of Zehoſhaphat's eighth and laſt, began. 
Shortly after Niſau, Jehoram the Son 
of Fehoſhaphat died, and was ſucceeded 
by his Son Ahaziah, who reigned one 
Year. 2 Kin. viii. 25. 

He began his Reign in the twelfth of 
Joram the Son of Ahab, having been ad- 
mitted to reign with his Father in the 
latter end of 7oram the Son of Ahab's 
eleventh, and ſo near the firſt of Nz/an, 
that on that Day his firſt and only Year 
began. 2 Kin. ix. 29. | 


Before 
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Kings of Before Niſan the next Year, Fo- Kings of | 4.2.7. 
Judab. ram and Ahaziah were both ſlain in one He 
Day by Jehu, who reign'd over Iſrael 
twenty eight Years. 2 Kin. ix. and x. 
xt. 
At Niſan Athaliab's and Jehu's ſecon 3807. 
Year began. | 
Joafh. At Niſau Athaliah's ſeventh and laſt, 3812. | 
and Feh#'s ſeventh, began. Shortly af- | 
ter Athaliah was ſlain; and Joaſh Aha- |- 
2tah's Son ſucceeded, in the ſeventh of 5 | 
Fehn, and reign'd forty Years. 2 Kin. | 
xii. . 2 Chr. xxiv. 1. 
At Niſan Joaſh's twenty ſecond, and 3833. 
Jehu's twenty eighth and laſt, began. 
A little before Niſau was the Death of Jehoa baz. 3834. 
Jehu, who was ſucceeded by his Son 
Fehoahaz, who began his Reign in the 
twenty third of 7% King of Judah, 
and muſt therefore have been made King 
after N:/an. He reign'd ſeventeen Years. 
2 Kin. xiii. I. ; 
Ar Ni/an Joaſh King of Jadahb's thir- Fehoahax | 3848. | 
ty ſeventh, and Fehoahas King of I/7a- and Jebo. 
s fifteenth, began. aſh. 
And in the thirty ſeventh of Joaſh, 
Jehoaſh, Son of Jehoahas King of I/ 
rael, began to reign in Conjunction with | 
his Father, and reign'd in all ſixteen Y cars. i 
2 Nin. xiii. 10. | 
Joaſb and Ar Nijan Foaſh's thirty eighth, 7eho- Gao. 
Auagiab. ahag's ſixteenth, and Jehoaſb's ſecond, , 
began. And in the ſecond of Jehoaſh, 
the Son of 7ehoabag, Amaziah Son of 


Jod Tz 
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A. P. J. 


3850. 


3851. 


3863. 


3877. 


3889. 


Judah. 


Amaziah 
alone. 


Kings of Foaſh King of Judah, reign'd in Conjun- Kings of 


tion wich his Father, and reigned in all . 
twenty nine Years. 2 Kin. Xiv. I, 2. 
2 Chr. xxv. I. 

Ar Niſan Joaſh King of Judab's thir- 
ty ninth, his Son Amazzal's lecond, Je- 
hoahaz's ſeventeenth and laſt, and his Son 
Fehoaſh's third, began. 

At N:/an Joaſh's fortieth and laſt, his 
Son Amaziab's third, and Jehoaſh's 
fourth, began, 

At Niſan Amaziah's fifteenth began, Jeroboam 
and Fehoaſh's ſixtecnth and laſt. And 


in the fifteenth of Amaziah, Jeroboam 


the Son of Jehoaſh began to reign, and 
he reigned forty one Years. 2 Kin. xiv. 
$3, 
At N:/an Amaziab's twenty ninth and 

laſt, and Feroboam's fifteenth, began. 

At Niſan Feroboam's twenth ſeventh 
began: And hitherto, from the Death of 
Amaziah, there is no King mention'd 
over the Houle of Judah. 

In the twenty ſeventh of 7eroboam, 
Azariah the Son of Amaziah King of 
Judah, began to reign, and he reigned 
fifty two Years. 2 Kin. xv. 1,2. 2 Chr. 
i. 3. | 

At Ni/an Azariab's fifteenth began, Inter-. 


and Jeroboam's forty firſt and laſt. 


At Niſan Azariah's thirty eighth be- Zachari- 


gan: And hitherto, from Jeroboam's ab. 


Death, there is no King mention'd over 
the Houſe of Iſyael. 


In 
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Kings of 


Fadah. 


Jotham. 


In the thirty eighth of Azariah, Aa- Kings of 
chariah the Son of Jeroboam reign'd over grant. 
Iſrael ſix Months. 2 Kin. xv. 6. 

Before Niſan Zachariah was ſlain by Sballum. 

Shallum. At Niſan Azariah's thirty 
ninth began: and in the thirty ninth of 
Azariah Shallum began to reign, and 
he reigned a full Month, and was then 
flain by Menahem; who began his Reign 
in the thirty ninth of Agariab, viz. in 
the end of it, and ſo near the firſt ot Ni- 
/an, (upon the account of the Oppoſi- 
tion made againſt him,) that on that Day 
his firſt Year began, He reign'd ten 
Years. 2 Kin. xv. 13—17. 

Ar Niſan Azariah's fortieth, and Me- Mena- 
nahem's firſt, began. * 

At Niſan, Menahem died. Pekahiah. 

At Niſan Azariah's fiftieth began; 
and in the fiftieth of 4zariah, Pekahiah 
the Son of Menahem began to reign, and 
he reigned two Years. 2 Kin. xv. 23. 

Ar Miſau Azariah's fifty firſt, and Pe- 
habiah's ſecond and laſt, began, ending 
a little before Nz/an, in the next Year. 

At Niſan Azariah's fifty ſecond and Peas. 
laſt began; and in the fifty ſecond of A. 
zariah, Pekah the Son of Remaliah be— 
gan ro reign, and he reigned twenty 
Years. 2 Kin. xv. 27. 

Azariah died before Niſau. At Nt 
ſan 'Pekah's ſecond Year began: And in 
the ſecond Year of Pekah, began Forham 
the Son of Or 24h (the ſame with Aza- 

riah | 


4. P. J. 


3927. 


3928. 


3938. 


3939. 


3940. 


3941. 


— oO * 
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A. P. J. — of 7;ah) to reign, and he reign'd ſixteen Kings of 
Jadab. Years [alone.] 2 Kin. xv. 32, 33. 2 Chr. Lſrecl. 
XXVii. I, 8. 


3956. | Jotham At N:/an Pekal's ſeventeenth, and 


and A- 


_ Jotham's ſixteenth alone, began. And 


In the ſeventeenth of Pekah Aha, 
Son of Jotham, began to reign in Con- 
junction with his Father; and from hence 
reign'd ſixteen Years. 2 Kin. xvi. 1, 2. 
2 Chr. xxviii. I. 

3959- ; Ar Niſan 'Pekah's twentieth and laſt, 

Zotham's nineteenth, and Ahaz's fourth, 

began. 

3960. Ar a A little before Nz/an, Pekah was ſlain hea. 

lone. by Hoſhea. Ar Niſan Jotham's twenti- 
eth, and Ahaz's fifth, began. And 
In the twentieth of Forham, Hoſhea 
reigned. 2 Kin. xv. 30. 

3967. | At N:/an Ahaz's twelfth began: and 

in the twelfth of Abaz, Hoſhea began to 

reign over [/raet nine Years. 2 Kin. 

XVii. I. 


3969. At N:iſan Ahaz's fourteenth, and Ho- 


fſhea's third from the ſecond Date of his 
Reign, began. 


3970. |Abazand In the third of Hoſhea, viz. in the 


Hezekiab. end of it, Hezekiah the Son of Ahaz 
began to reign in Conjunction with his 
Farher, and reign'd in all twenty nine 
Years, [2 Kin xviii. 1, 2. 2 Chr. xxix. I.] 
The beginning of his Reign being ſo near 
the firſt of Nz/2z, that on that Day his 
firſt, and not the ſecond Vear, began. 


At 
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Kings-of 


Judab. 


At the ſame time Abagz's fifteenth, Kings of 
and Hoſhea's fourth, began. "ou 
At Niſan Abaz's ſixteenth and laſt, 
Hoſhea's fifth, and Hezekiahb's ſecond, 
began. 
Ahaz died a little before Nz/an. At 
Niſan Hezekiab's firſt alone, [2 Chr. | 
xxix. 3.] and third from the firſt Date of 


his Reign, began; as did likewiſe Ho/- | 


hea's ſixth, from the ſecond Date of his 
Reign, in the twelfth of Ahas. 

At Niſan Hezehiab's fourth, and Ho- 
ſhea's ſeventh, began. And in the fourth 
of Hezekiah King of Judab, (which was 
the ſeventh Year of Hoſhea King of 1/- 
raet) Shalmaneſer King of Aſſyria came 
up againſt Samara, and beſieged it. 2 K. 
xviii. 9. 

At Niſan Hezekiah's ſixth, and Ho- 
Jhea's ninth, began. 

In the beginning of this Year, in the 
latter end of Hezek:zah's ſixth, and Ho- 
ſhea's ninth, Samaria was taken. [Z Kin. 


Xviii. 10.] Upon which enſued the Cap- - | 


tivity of the ten Tribes, in the latter 
end of the ninth, or in the beginning of 
the tenth Year of Nabonaſſar. 

At Niſan Hezekiah's fourteenth be- 
gan, in which he fell ſick, and received 
a Meſſage from God by the Prophet J- 
ſatah, that he ſhould put his Houſe in 
order, becauſe he ſhould die, and not 
live. Upon which he betook himſelf to 
Prayers and Tears; and thereupon the 


3975. 


3976. 


4. P. J. 


3971. A 


3972- 


3973- 


3983. 4 


ſame 


. 


N J 
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' 


— — — 


146 A Chronoligical Table of the Jowih Kings, 


— 


3084. | 


3998. 


3999. 


0 
9 — — — — — 


4034. 


King of fame Prophet was ſent again, to let him Kings of 
Adam. 


—— 


know that he ſhould recover, and on L. 


the third Day go up into the Houſe of 
the Lord. And for a Sign of the Truth 
of this, God brought the Shadow ten De- 
grees backward, by which it had gone 


down in the Dial of Ahas. 2 Kin. xx. | 


C-—=TT, 

In this ſame Year Chinz:#rus and Po- 
74s, Father and Son, reign'd jointly Kings 
of Babylon. 

In this Vear or the next, Porus the 
Son of Chingirus King of Babylon, [the 
ſame with Berodach Baladan, the Son of 
Baladon King of Babylon in the Scrip- 
ture] ſent Letters and a Preſent to The 
Sekiah, for he had heard that he had 
been ſick, and was recover'd ; and with- 
al 'to enquire of him, concerning the 
Wonder which had been done in the 
Land. 2 Ken. xx. 12. Iſaiah xxxix. I. 
2 Chr. xxxii. 31. 

At Niſan Hezekiah's twenty ninth 
began. 

Hereliab died ſome time before Ni- 
ſan, towards the end of his twenty ninth 
Year. I/ xxxviii. 5. 

After Niſan, his Son Manaſſes was 


made King, who reigned fifty five Years. 


2 Kin. xxv. 1. 2 Chr. xxxili. I, 
In this Year E/ar-haddon was King of 
Babylon, by whom afterwards Manaſſes 


was taken Captive. 2 Chr. xxxiii. 


In 
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Kings of 


Judah, 


Amon. 


Joſiah, 


In this Year Manaſſes's Captivity end - Kings of 
ed; and with him, at his Requeſt, ſeve- {41 


ral of the Children of Ephraim were re- 
leaſed, and return'd. to Jeruſalem, at the 
end of ſixty five Years, from the Tranſ- 
portation of the ten Tribes ; during 
which Ephraim was to be ſo broken, 
from being a People as before, as to be 
diſperſed in a foreign Land, under a State 
of Servitude. I/ vii. 8. 

Eſar-haddon, in whoſe Reign Ma- 
naſſes's Captivity and Releaſe happen'd, 
planted ſome of his Subjects in the Cities 
of Judah, in the room of thoſe Jeu he 
had from thence carried away Captive. 
Er. iv. 2. Ry 

At Ni/an Mauaſſes's fifty fifth and laſt 
began; Manaſſes dying ſhortly after, 
was ſucceeded by his Son Amon, who 
reigned two Years. 2 Kin xxi. 19. 2 Chr. 
xxxiii. 21. 

At Niſan Amon's ſecond and laſt be- 
gan. Shortly after Amon was ſlain by 
his Servants. Upon which the People 
of the Land aroſe and ſlew the Murde- 
rers, and made Amon's Son Jaſiah, King, 
who reigned thirty one Years. 2 Kin. 
xxi. 24. xxii. I. 2 Chr. xxxiii. 25. and 
xxxiv. I. 

At Niſam Joſiah's thirteenth began; 
in which Jeremiah enter'd upon his 


Prophetick Office. Jer. i. 2. xxv. 3. 


At Niſan Joſiab's eighteenth Year be- 
gan; in which a Reformation was made 
U 2 throughout 


| A. P. J. 


4054. 


4066. 


{ 4071. 
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4034, 


4085. 


4088. 


4095. 


4096. 


4100, 


Kings of 
Judah. 


throughout the Land, and he and all the Kings of 
People enter'd into a ſolemn Covenant, Hrael. 


to obſerve for the future the Law of God. 
2 K tn. xxiii. 2 Chr. xxxv. | 

At N:/an Foſrab's thirty firſt and laſt 
began. 

A little before Niſan, Joſiah fell in 
Barrel, by Pharaoh Necho King of - 
gypr. After Niſan Joſiah's Son Fehoa- 
haz was made King by the People, who 
having reign'd three Months, was put 
down by Pharaoh Necho, and by him 
(after he had made Jehozakim Son of Jo- 
ſtab King, and laid a Tribute upon the 
Land) carried Captive to Ag ypr. 2 Kin. 
xxiii. Z0—35. 2 Chr. xxxvi. I—5. 

Zehoiakimreign'd eleven Years. Kin. 
xxiii. 36. 2 Chr. xxxvi. 5. 

At N:/an Fehoiabim's fourth began. 


The ſame Year was the twenty third 


Jehoia- 


chin. 


Zedekiah. 


from the beginning of 7o/zab's eighteenth. 
Jer. xxv. 3. 

At Ni/an Fehozakim's eleventh and 
laſt Year began. | 

About a quarter of a Year afterwards, 
Zehotakim was ſlain by Nebuchadnez- 
Sar; and ſome time after that Jehoia- 
chin was made King. 

Jehoiachin was taken Captive before 
Niſan; and after Niſan Zedekiah was 
made King. | 

A little before Niſan, in this Y ear, the 
twenty fourth Year of Jehoiachin's Cap- 
tivity ended. And in the fourth Month, 


and 
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Kings of 
Frdah, 


and on the fifth Day of the Month, in Kings of 
the fifth Year of Fehoiachin's Captivity , Hel 


and in the thirtieth from the beginning. 
of Zoſtah's eighteenth, Ezetzel enter'd 
upon his Prophetick Office. Ezek. i. 


I, 2, 3. 


At N:/an Zedekiah's eleventh and laſt 
Year began; in the ſeventh Month of 
which, at the end of eight hundred and 
ſixty four Years, from the ſeventh Month 
of tharY car in which the I/aelites enter'd 


into Cauaan, the whole Land of Judæa 


was deprived of all its Inhabitants. And 
agreeably to this Account the Author of 


Seder Olam Rabbah aſſerts, that there. 


were, from the time of the [/ael/ztes- 


coming into the Land of Canaau, to the 
time of their going out of it, in the ele- 
venth of Zedekiah, eight hundred and. 


ſixty four Years. 


4. P. J. 


4106. 


PTOLEMY?* 


— —— — 


ProlxMx's Aſtronomical Canon. 


Regum Aſſyriorum & Medorum. 
4.N.| 4.2. 

Nabonaſſarns. 14 14\3980|Thoth, Feb. 26 
Nadius. 2 16 3982 23 
Chingirus and Porns.| 5] 21 3987 22 
Jugæus. 5] 26 3992 21 
Mar doc-Empadus. 21 38 4004 20 
Arkiattts. 5 43 4009 17 
Interr. I. 2 45 4011 15 
Belibus. 3] 48| 4014 I5 
Apronadius. 6] 54 0 14 
Rigebelus. 1 55 4021 13 

eſeſſmmordacus. 4| 594025 12 
Iuterr. II. 81 674033 11 
Aſar-Addinus. 13] 804046 9 
Sao ſduchinus. 20100 4066 6 
Chiniladanus. 22122 4088 1 
Nabopollaſſarus. 2114304109 Jau. 27 
Nabocolaſſarns. 4311864152 21 
Elyarodamns. 12118804154 11 
Nericaſſolaſſarus. 4192/4158 10 
Nabonadius. 172091 4175 9 


Perſarum 


— 
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Perſarum Reges. 8 
4. N. A. P. J. 

Cyrus. 91218| 4184|Thoth, Jan. 5 

Cambyſes. 8226 4192 3 

Darius I. 3612.62 4228 1 

Xerxes. FO” 21283 4249 Dec. 23 

Artaxerxes I. Lon- 

gimanus. 3 47 135414290 * 
Darius II. 193434309 7 
Artaxerxes Il, 46389 4355 2 
Ochus. 1214104376 Nov. 21 
Arogus. 24124378 16 
Darius III. 4416 4382 15 
Alexander. $1424 (4390 14 
Philippus Aridæus. 7 431 4397 12 
Alexander Agus. 2 443 4409 ; 10 

Græcorum Reges in Egypto. 
Prolemens Lagi F. 20 463 4429 7 
Ptolemæus Phila- | 

delpbus. 5 58 5014467 , 

Ptolomæus Zuer- 
ee 25 52604492 OF. 24 
Pfolemæus Philo. 

Pater. | \ 17|543]4509 18 
We arts 2415674533 x2 
* — 35 6024568 7 
r eabaath 29 6314597 Sept. 29 
Ptolemæus Soter. 36667 4633 21 
Dionyſius. 296964662 12 
Cleopatra. 22 71814684 | * 

Roma 
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Romanorum Reges. 


A. N. IA. P. J. 
Augnſtts. 43|76114727{Thoth, Aug. 31 
Tiberius. 227834749 29 
Caius. 47874753 29 
Claudius. 148014767 29 
Nero. 14 8154781 29 
Veſpaſianus. 1108254791 29 
„ 38284794 29 
Domitiauus. 15843 480g 29 
Ner va. 118444810 29 
Traj anus. 19863 4829 29 
Hadrianus. 211884 4850 29 
Autoninus. 231907 4873 29 


In relation to this Canon, it is to be obſerved, 

I. That the Years it conſiſts of are Ag yprian 
Vears. 

II. That the Agyptian Year, conſiſting of three 
hundred and ſixty five Days without a Leap- Vear, 
began every fourth Vear one Day ſooner than it 
did before 


III. That the firſt Month of the Ag yptian Year 


was call'd Thot h. 


IV. That from the firſt Day of the ſaid Month, Pro- 


lemy dates the beginning of his King's Reigns ; 
not that they began their Reign on that Day, 


but becauſe it was the beginning of the /Zg yp- 
rian Lear“. | 


—_ — —᷑ 


_ = Marſh. Chr. Can. p. 475. a 
V. That 
2 
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V. That from that Year in which Ocfavianus re- 4 Þ 7. 
duced Alexandria the firſt Day of their firſt 
Month was by him fix'd ro the twenty ninth of 
Auguſt. 

VI. That when a King died, tho' but immediately 
after a firſt of Thoth, all the reſt of thar Year, to 
the next firſt of Thorh, is for the moſt part attri- 
buted to him by Prolemy in his Canon. | 

VII. That Prolemy in his Canon ſometimes dates 
the beginning of the firſt Year of a King's Reign 

| not from the Thoth following his Predeceſſor's 

| Death, but from the Thorh preceding ir. This 
it is b allowed he did, with reſpect to the firſt 
Year of Philippus Arideus's Reign; and, by 
what appears from Beroſus and Herodotus, he 
muſt have done the fame with reſpect to the firſt 
of Cyrus. 

VIII. That the Time of that King's Reign who had 
no firſt of Thoth was attributed to his Predeceſ- 
{ors. 

IX. That the Eclipſes, on which Prolemy's Canon is 
founded, were no more than theſe that follow : 
US. 

1. An Eclipſe of the Moon, obſerved by the Ba- 
bylonians in the firſt Year of Mardoc- Empadus, 
at the end of twenty ſeven Ag yptian Years, ſe- 
venteen Days, and about eleven Hours from Noon 
of the firſt Day, of the firſt Month of the Ag yp- 
tians, in the firſt Year of Nabonaſſar e. 

2. A Lunar Eclipſe, in the ſecond Year of the lame 


Obſervations on PTOLEMY's Canon. 


b Dy. Prideaux's Connexion, Part I. L. viii. p. 519. 
c Pol. Alm. l. iv. c. 6. & c.8. 


X Mar doc- 


* 2 


154 


— — 


Obſervations on PTOLEMY's Canon. 


Mardoc- Empadus, on the cighteenth Day of the 
firſt Month of the Zg yprian Year, about Mid- 
night ©. 

3. A Lunar Eclipſe, in the ſame ſecond Year of 
Mardoc-Empadus, on the fifteenth Day of the 


Month Phanemoth, about five Hours before Mid- 
night. 


4. A Lunar Eclipſe, in the fifth Vear of Nabopol- 


laſſar, (which was the hundred and twenty ſe- 
venth Year from the firſt of Nabonaſſar) on the 
twenty ſeventh Day of the Month Arhyr, about 
five Hours after Midnight ©. 

5. A Lunar Eclipſe, in the ſeventh of Camby/*s, 
( which was the two hundred and twenty fifth 
Year from the firſt of Nabonaſſar, ) on the ſe- 
venteenth of the Month Phanemoth, about one 
Hour before Midnight *. 

6. The Lunar Eclipſe before mention'd, in the twen- 
tieth of that Darius who ſucceeded Camby/es b. 

7. The Lunar Eclipſe, in the thirty firſt of the ſaid 
Darius before mention'd, which happen'd at the 
end of two hundred and fifty fix Years, one hun- 
dred and twenty two Days, and about ten Hours 
from the firſt of Nabonaſſar b. 

8. A Lunar Eclipſe in the ſeventh of Prolemæus 
Philometor, which was the five hundred and ſe- 
venty fourth Year from the firſt of Nabonaſar *. 

9. A Lunar Eclipſe in the ninth of Adrian. 

10. A Lunar Eclipſe, which was obſerv'd by Prole- 
my in the ſeventeenth of Adrian \. 


d Pzol. Alm. l. iv. c. 6. e Prol. Alm. I. v. c. 14. 
f [bid g Ptol. Alm. l. iv. c. q. h Ibid. 

i Pol. Alm. l. vi. c. 5. k Pzol, Alm. I. iv. c. ꝙ. 
Id. J. iv. c. 6. 
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11. A Lunar Eclipſe, which was obſerv'd by Prole- 

my in the nineteenth of Adrian *. 
12. A Lunar Eclipſe, which was obſerved by Pro- 

lemy in the twentieth of Adrian, which was the 


eight hundred and eighty ſecond Year from the 
firſt of Nabonaſſar *. 


— — 


— 


* = 


m Ibid, n Ibid. & J. v. c. 13. 
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